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Statewide Stakeholders
Letters of Support 2023

For N.C. Department of Transportation Rail
division’s applications of future intercity

passenger rail corridors for funding to the
federal Corridor Identification & Development
Program



Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023

To whom it may concern,

The following letters are submissions from major stakeholders throughout North Carolina in
support of the N.C. Department of Transportation Rail division’s applications of future intercity
passenger rail corridors for funding to the federal Corridor Identification & Development Program in
2023.



OFFICE of MAYOR VI LYLES

600 East Fourth Street
Charlotte, NC 28202

T
AR 2

February 27,2023

Mr. Jason Orthner
1 S. Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr. Orthner:

On behalf of the City of Charlotte, I am pleased to express the support of the city for all of the grant
proposals that will be submitted by the NC Department of Transportation for consideration through
" the Federal Railroad Administration’s Corridor Identification and Development Program.
In particular, we are very interested in the following corridors that would integrate passenger rail
services into the future multi-modal Charlotte Gateway Station in uptown Charlotte:
Charlotte to Kings Mountain, NC
Charlotte to Washington, DC
Winston-Salem, NC to Charlotte
Atlanta, GA to Charlotte

These corridors are important connections in the Connect Beyond Regional Transit Plan. CONNECT
Beyond has been endorsed by the Metropolitan Transit Commission, Charlotte Area Transit
System’s policy board, and Metropolitan Transportation Organizations across the Charlotte Region.
The city expresses its profound appreciation to the NC Department of Transportation for all of the
work that continues to be done to improve multi-modal opportunities throughout the State of

North Carolina.
Sincerely,

?//2. %%I}—"‘
Mayor Vi Alexander Lyles
City of Charlotte

Cc: Charlotte City Council
City Manager Marcus D. Jones
City Manager’s Executive Team



W T 1880 Second Avenue NW | Hickory, NC 28601
estern P'edmont PO Box 9026 | Hickory, NC 28603

Council of Governments 828.322.9191 | Fax: 828.322.5991 | wwwwpcog.org

Creative Regional Solutions Since 1968

April 17,2023

Ms. Julie White

Deputy Secretary for Multimodal Transportation
North Carolina Department of Transportation
1S. Wilmington Street

Raleigh, NC 27699-1501

Dear Secretary White:

The Western Piedmont Council of Governments and the Greater Hickory Metropolitan Planning
Organization fully support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s effort to expand
passenger rail service into western North Carolina. The Hickory-Lenoir-Morganton Metropolitan
Statistical Areais North Carolina’s 8th largest, and as such serves as a key driver of economic activity in
the western part of the state.

“The extension of passenger rail service into our region - which is recognized for its natural beauty and
wide range of outdoor recreation destinations - will stimulate tourism and improve connectivity for
residents who need to travel to Asheville, Charlotte and Raleigh for business or leisure activities. New rail
service to our region would also open an entirely new section of the state to passenger rail travelers from
as far away as New York and Washington that have previously been unable to reach our area by rail.

Several downtowns in our region are located along the existing Norfolk Southern rail corridor and would
welcome the opportunity to work with NCDOT to extend passenger rail access into the region. Western
Piedmont Council of Governments and the Greater Hickory Metropolitan Planning Organization have
numerous resources that can also be used to assist in the development of NCDOT's feasibility study and
can serve as a convener of key stakeholders throughout the region.

We look forward to working with you on this exciting project.

Sincerely,

Anthony StArr, ICMA-CM, AICP
Executive Difector

Executive Committee: Jill Patton, Chair | Joseph L. Gibbons, Vice Chair | Larry Chapman, Secretary | George B. Holleman, Treasurer | Bob
Fioyd, Jr.. Past Chair | At-Large Members: Randy Burns | Cole Setzer | Marla Thompson | Larry Yoder | Executive Director, Anthony W. Starr

Serving: Alexander County | Taylorsville | Burke County | Connelly Springs | Drexel | Glen Alpine | Hildebran | Morganton | Rutherford College | Valdese
| Caldwell County | Cajah’s Mountain | Cedar Rock | Gamewell | Granite Falls | Hudson | Lenoir | Rhodhiss | Sawmills | Catawba County | Brookford |
Catawba | Claremont | Conover | Hickory | Long View | Maiden | Newton



FRENCH BROAD RIVER

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

SUPPORT OF CORRIDOR IDENTIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM TO RE-
ESTABLISH A PASSENGER RAIL CONNECTION FOR SALISBURY TO ASHEVILLE

February 27, 2023

Jason Orthner, P.E., CPM
NCDOT Rail Division Director
1S. Wilmington St.

Raleigh, NC 27601

RE: Letter of Support for Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC Future Passenger Rail Service via
FRA Corridor Identification and Development Program

Dear Jason:

This letter documents the support of the French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
for NCDOT Rail Division’s submittal of the Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC rail corridor to the FRA’s
Corridor Identification and Development Program. Restoring passenger rail service between Salisbury
and Asheville for the first time since 1975 would bring many benefits to Western North Carolina (WNC)
while enhancing rail ridership and economic development on connecting lines within the state and
beyond.

Equity and Environment Benefits via Transportation Options

Passenger rail service would provide a travel mode alternative for Asheville and WNC, which already
experience high travel demand. For example, the Asheville Regional Airport is now the 3™ busiest airport
in the state, with a 43% increase in passengers in 2019 and 1.8 million passengers in 2022, reflecting six
consecutive years of record passenger growth. Area highway traffic is also increasing, with 1-40 now
carrying 11% more traffic and I-26 carrying 13% more traffic than they did in 2009. Passenger rail service
would present an opportunity for travel mode-shift, supporting FRA’s goals for a safer, cleaner, and
more equitable transportation system,

Economic Development and Equity Benefits via Access and Mobility

There are more than 900,000 people in the six counties that the rail corridor passes through. However,
tourism plays a major role in WNC's economy, with more than 11 million visitors per year in Buncombe
County alone. A 2019 study by the Buncombe County Tourism Development Authority (TDA) noted that
for day-visitors, 58% are from North Carolina, with 28% from Charlotte and 8% from the Triangle. For
overnight visitors, 31% are from North Carolina, with 10% from Charlotte and 9% from the Triangle.
These numbers present latent demand and an opportunity for better access and mobility between WNC
and the state’s two largest metropolitan areas.

339 New Leicester Highway, Svite 140 ¢ Asheville. NC 28806 * www.frenchbroadrivermpo.org
mpo@landefsky.org  828-251-6622
Metropolitan Transportation Plan *Transportation Improvement Program
Highway Planning ¢ Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning * Transit Planning ¢ Public Involvement



In addition to being a popular tourist destination, WNC is also a retirement destination. In fact, the WNC
region has a 44% higher proportion of persons age 65 and older than North Carolina as a whole, so
providing seniors with non-driving travel options to access the rest of the state will take on increasing
importance.

This project would also enhance geographic equity, as a key guiding principle of the Appalachian
Regional Commission (ARC) is to better connect and integrate Appalachia with the larger country. In
2017, ARC prepared a study whose title perfectly summarizes the need and importance of the WNC rail
project: Access vs. Isolation: Preserving Appalachia’s Rail Connectivity in the 21st Century. North Carolina
is commonly associated with having three key regions, the Coast, Piedmont, and Mountains, but at
present, the majority of passenger rail service is concentrated in the Piedmont.

Many countries around the world view and build widespread passenger rail networks as a critical piece
of infrastructure, so our state could step in that direction with projects like the Salisbury to Asheville
line. Connecting our growing region to the business and governmental centers in other parts of the state
would be critical to maintaining safe, accessible, and scenic links across North Carolina.

transportation priorities for funding as well as long-range planning. We are excited about the potential
for restoration of passenger rail service and its positive social, environmental, and economic multiplier
effects.

As our region continues to grow and change, we believe the Salisbury to Asheville passenger rail line
would be a critical investment to help maintain and improve the quality of life for WNC residents in
addition to the many visitors that are currently limited to highway and air travel to the region.

Sincerely,

el

Anthony Sutton, French Broad River MPO Board Chair

339 New Leicester Highway, Suite 140 ¢ Asheville. NC 28806 * www.frenchbroadrivermpo.org
mpo@landofsky.org 828-251-6622
Long-Range Transportation Plan *Transportation Improvement Program
Highway Planning * Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning * Transit Planning ¢ Public Invelvement
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Avril M. Pinder, CPA, ICMA-CM
County Manager
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February 28, 2023

Jason Orthner, NCDOT Rail Division Director
NCDOT Rail Division

1 S. Wilmington Street

Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr. Orthner,

Buncombe County offers its support of NCDOT's application for the Federal Railroad
Administration’s Corridor Identification and Development Program, and specifically
inclusion of the Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC corridor. We support this application
and the focus of improving access to the mountains-via passenger rail.

Buncombe County believes strongly in creating an environment that promotes safe,
efficient, and equitable transportation for our residents and visitors. The addition of
the Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC corridor would offer an important connection to the
mountains that has been missing for many years.

A passenger rail connection would allow many to visit the mountains of Western
North Carolina using a safe, cost effective and efficient method while providing
residents an important linkage to the rest of North Carolina.

By enhancing connections between Buncombe County and the rest of the state, more
people will have the opportunity to travel to and from the mountains of Western
North Carolina without the use of a personal vehicle.

Buncombe County believes that having an improved multilayered transportation
network will enhance the well-being of our residents, our visitors, and the
community’s quality of life.

Sincerely,

Cﬁfy el

200 College Street, Asheville, NC 28801
1. 828.250.4101 e¢. avril.pinder@buncombecounty.org

Avril M. Pinder

buncombecounty.org




WAYNE COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

WAYNECOUNTY

March 21, 2023 NORTH CAROLINA
Phone: (919) 731-1435
Fax (919) 731-1446

Mr. Jason Orthner
NCDOT Rail Division
1 S. Wilmington St.
Raleigh, NC 27601

Re: Corridor Identification Program:
Wilmington, NC to Raleigh, NC

Dear Mr. Orthner:

I am writing you this letter to express the County of Wayne’s support of the North Carolina
Department of Transportation in their application for the Corridor Identification and
Development Program, specifically supporting the Wilmington, NC to Raleigh, NC corridor.

I firmly believe that intercity passenger rail is a valuable and necessary component of the future
transportation network of North Carolina. The County of Wayne would experience multiple
benefits through the establishment and future implementation of the Wilmington to Raleigh
corridor. The anticipated benefits include safety, intercity connectivity, economic and social
advancement, and overall regional growth.

The County of Wayne is situated as a midpoint of the corridor and embraces the opportunity to
serve as such. The railroad is an important part of the County of Wayne’s history and [ believe
that the establishment of this corridor would be an integral building block for the future of not
only our county, but for the entire southeast region of North Carolina

Respectfully,

Barbaya Aycock
Chairwoman, Board of County Commissioners

THE GOOD LIFE. GROWN HERE.

PO BOX 227
GOLDSBORO, NC 27533



WAYNE COUNTY
NORTH CAROLINA

RESOLUTION #2023-11: A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF RAIL SERVICE FROM GOLDSBORO,
NC TO WILMINGTON, NC

WHEREAS, every year, railroads save consumers billions of dollars while reducing energy
consumption and poliution, lowering greenhouse gas emissions, cutting highway gridlock, and
reducing the high costs to taxpayers of highway construction and maintenance; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina's first system dates back to 1833 when the Wilmington & Weldon
Railroad was charted to connect its namesake cities, which it completed on March 7th, 1840. By

doing so the railroad became the longest railroad operated in the world at that time, spanning some
161 miles; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) manages a 317-mile rail corridor spanning
the state of North Carolina from Morehead City to Charlotte, over which about 60 Norfolk Southern
freight trains and 10 Amtrak passenger trains travel each day. Since its creation, NCRR has been a
driver for economic growth in the state; and

WHEREAS, annually, North Carolina's passenger rail services contribute to 430 jobs, $20.1
million in earned wages, $30.6 million in gross state product, and $47.4 miilion in benefits rail
passengers receive from taking the train instead of other modes of travel; and

WHEREAS, nearly 900,000 passengers boarded trains in North Carolina in 2016, served by
six intercity passenger routes with stops in 16 cities and towns. Nine of those stops are along the
busy, 174-mile Piedmont Corridor between Charlotte and Raleigh; and

WHEREAS, Eastern North Carolina would benefit in the same way with job creation, a
reduction of highway construction and maintenance, as well as reducing highway gridiock, energy
consumption and poliution, and lowering greenhouse gas emissions; and

WHEREAS, Goldsboro and Wayne County are home fo Goldsboro Union Station, a once
thriving rail depot from 1907 to 1968, and that station stands ready to begin passenger and freight
service once again; and

THEREFORE, the Wayne County Board of Commissioners does hereby request the State of
North Carolina to consider and begin the process to bring rail service back to Goldsboro and Wayne
County, and connect to Wilmington, North Carolina.

This the 215t day of March, 2023, Zg %w

Barb%ra Aycock, Chairwoman
Wayne County Board of Commissioners

ATTEST:

et

Carol Bowden, Clerk to the Board




City COUNCIL: OFFICERS:

BArBARA G. VOLK JOHN F. CONNET
M : 3 City M

- CITY OF HENDERSONVILLE Wi

e The City of Four Seasons L MURRAY

Desgie O’ NEAL-ROUNDTREE City Clerk
JERRY A. SMITH JR., ).D.

February 28, 2023

Mr. Jason Orthner, Director
NCDOT Rail Division

. 1S. Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

Re: Passenger rail service between Asheville and Salisbury
Dear Mr. Orthner,

On behalf of the City of Hendersonville, | would like to provide this letter of support for the reconnection of passenger
rail service between Asheville, NC and Salisbury, NC. As the second largest municipality in the Asheville Metropolitan
Statistical Area (MSA) and a significant tourist/retirement community, we believe that passenger rail is critical to the
long-term vitality of Hendersonville. In addition, the reconnection of the Asheville MSA with the Hickory, Morganton
and Lenoir MSA via passenger rail will provide a significant economic boost to all twenty-eight western North Carolina
counties.

The City of Hendersonville fully supports NCDOT's inclusion of the Asheville to Salisbury passenger rail route in the
Corridor ID Program. We sincerely hope that this route will be included in the program and grant funding will be made
available to support the expansion of passenger rail service in western North Carolina.

Thank you for your attention in this matter. If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to
contact me at (828) 697-3000.

Sincerely,

Barbara G. Volk
Mayor

Cc: City Council
Congressman Chuck Edwards

160 Sixth Ave. E. www.hvinc.gov 828.697.3000
Hendersonville, NC 28792-4328 '
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Resolution
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Resolution Supporting the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s Rail Division
Application for the Federal Railroad Administration’s Corridor Identification and
Development Program for the Wilmington to Raleigh Corridor

LEGISLATIVE INTENT/PURPOSE:

WHEREAS, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021 (“IIJA™), also known as the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (“BIL”), included $66 billion in passenger and freight rail
infrastructure investments, with $44 billion to be distributed through the Federal Railroad
Administration’s (“FRA”) discretionary grant programs; and,

WHEREAS, the I1JA also authorized the establishiment of the Corridor ID Program to assist in T
the development of existing and future intercity passenger rail corridors, making funding
available to identify and develop projects necessary to implement service; and,

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (“NC DOT”) Rail Division
identified the Wilmington to Raleigh corridor as a candidate corridor for the FRA’s 2022 Notice
of Solicitation of Corridor Proposals, submitting the application in March 2023; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Wilmington is situated at the end of the corridor and, along with NC
DOT, has planned for future passenger rail service for many years, so establishment and future
implementation of intercity rail service in the Wilmington to Raleigh corridor would provide
numerous benefits to the City and surrounding region, including safety, connectivity, economic
advancement, and supporting overall regional growth, and selection of the corridor for the

FRA’s Corridor ID Program would provide some of resources necessary to realize these
benefits.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

THAT, the City of Wilmington City Council hereby supports the NC DOT’s Rail Division

application for the FRA’s Corridor Identification and Development Program for the Wilmington
to Raleigh corridor.

Adopted at a regular meeting
on May 16, 2023

AXNTESY:

C5-3



CHAPEL HILL
Mayor Pam Hemminger
Chair

WILMINGTON
Mayor Bill Saffo
Vice Chair

CONCORD
Mayor Bill Dusch
Treasurer

GREENSBORO
Mayor Nancy Vaughan
Past Chair

APEX
Mayor Jacques Gilbert

ASHEVILLE
Mayor Esther Manheimer

BOONE
Mayor Tim Futrelle

BURLINGTON
Mayor Jim Butler

CARRBCRO
Mayor Damon Seils

CARY
Mayor Harold Weinbrecht

CHARLOTTE
Mayor Vilyles

CORNELIUS
Mayor Woody Washam

DURHAM
Mayor Elaine O’'Neal

FAYETTEVILLE
Mayor Mitch Colvin

FUQUAY-VARINA
Mayor Blake Massengill

GASTONIA
Mayor Walker Reid

GREENVILLE
Mayor P.J. Connelly

GOLDSBORO
Mayor David Ham

HICKORY
Mayor Hank Guess

HIGH POINT
Mayor Jay Wagner

HOLLY SPRINGS
Mayor Sean Mayefskie

JACKSONVILLE
Mayor Sammy Phillips

KANNAPOLIS
Mayor Darrell Hinnant

MATTHEWS
Mayor John F. Higden

MOORESVILLE
Mayor Miles Atkins

NEW BERN
Mayor Jeffrey Odham

RALEIGH
Mayor Mary Ann Baldwin

ROCKY MOUNT
Mayor Sandy Roberson

SALISBURY
Mayor Karen Alexander

STATESVILLE
Mayor Costi Kutteh

WILSON
Mayor Cariton Stevens

WINSTON-SALEM
Mayor Allen Joines

DIRECTOR

William A. (Beau) Mills
Beau.mills@metromayors.com
(919) 637-0873
www.nemefromayors.com

North Carolina Metropolitan

MAYORS

«SEEGE’ coALITION

Mr. Jason T. Orthner, P.E., CPM March 10, 2023
Rail Division Director

North Carolina Department of Transportation

1 South Wilmington Street

Raleigh, NC 27699-1553

Dear Mr. Orthner:

We write on behalf of the members of the NC Metropolitan Mayors Coalition (NC Metro Mayors).
As leaders of the NC Metro Mayors, we want to share with you, that our group representing
mavyors of our state’s 32 larger cities have voted unanimously to support expansion of passenger
rail service; and, therefore wholeheartedly support North Carolina Department of Transportation’s
(NCDOT) application for ALL twelve corridors being submitted for the Federal Railroad
Administration’s Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program.

We believe that NCDOT’s vision for a state-wide passenger rail system that connects our cities and
rural communities across the state will provide incredible opportunities for our citizens. Adding to

a robust and growing effort to improve regional corridors with connections to Washington, DCand ™~
Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor, as well as planned southern connections to urban centers such as
Atlanta and Florida, we will grow a passenger rail system to serve generations to come.

The excitement for passenger rail amongst our mayors is palpable, and successful applications for
the Corridor ID program will be a huge help in continuing to build on that excitement. As leaders
of our state’s urban centers, | cannot emphasize enough just how we strongly believe in the
opportunity that passenger rail offers as we work hard to connect our citizens, both urban and
rural, to tools for a better quality of life and opportunities. Passenger rail is a badly needed
complement to our overburdened highway and air travel, one that can also help us combat climate
change, connect to urban, suburban and rural residents to jobs as well as open up areas of the
state that may not have benefitted from our state’s economic and population growth.

As a group, we are already looking for ways that we can aid the growth of passenger rail. Over the
coming months we will reach out to you to grow our efforts. We look forward to working with you,
Deputy Secretary White, Secretary Boyette, Governor Cooper — and other critical partners, such as
our elected representatives in the NC General Assembly and the US Congress, and other partners
such, Amtrak, USDOT and our local and state business leaders across our state as we continue to
build support for passenger rail.

We strongly support the important step of securing Corridor ID grants in all our corridors. As you

know, we stand ready and will work hard - bold action now will bear fruit for many years to come.
Sincerely,

i S

Mayor Bill Saffo, Wilmington

Mayor Pam Hemminger, Chapel Hill



DURHAM Nida Allam
Brenda Howerton, Chair COUNTY 104 Wellwater Ave

3325 Tarleton West Durham, NC 27703

Durham, NC 27713 Email: nallam@dconc.gov
Email: bhowerton@dconc.gov )
Nimasheena Bums

1727 Great Bend Drive
Wendy Jacobs, Vice-Chair Durh.am, NC 27704

4308 Rivermont Road Email: nbumns@dconc.gov
Durham, NC 27712

Email: wjacobs@dconc.gov COUNTY OF DURH AM glleil;i;lgnmgti;/ater Drive
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS Buchars, s 27l

Email: hcarter@dconc.gov

March 1, 2023

Jason Orthner, Director

NC Department of Transportation
Rail Division

1 S. Wilmington St.

Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr. Orthner:

Durham County strongly supports all the NC Department of Transportation’s applications for the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development program. NCDOT
is submitting twelve corridors for the program, many of which travel through and would provide
enhanced intercity rail connections for Durham, and we appreciate and support the department’s
extensive vision for a safe and efficient passenger rail program in North Carolina connecting urban
and rural communities.

Durham was founded as a stop on the railroad and our history is linked to the connectivity and
economic opportunity that the railroad provided to our residents and industries. Today, the North
Carolina Railroad corridor crosses through Durham providing freight and well-utilized intercity
passenger rail service. The corridor has tremendous potential for even more intercity passenger rail
service between NC’s rapidly growing Piedmont crescent cities, more frequent rail connections to
Washington, DC and beyond, and new connections between rural and urban communities in eastern
and western NC.

Durham County’s top priority for the FRA Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC
corridor using the North Carolina Railroad corridor through Durham. This corridor is used today by
the Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes, and more frequent, safer, and more reliable service
would be a great benefit for our residents. Durham County has participated in and supported several
studies of infrastructure and new services on this corridor including the GoTriangle Commuter Rail
Study and the submission of an FRA Railroad Crossing Elimination grant application to study
crossings in East Durham. This corridor is well-positioned to move quickly into design, construction,
and implementation of enhanced intercity rail service.

We also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the North
Carolina Railroad corridor through Durham. NCDOT has proposed several new corridors connecting

Durham County Administrative Complex | 200 East Main Street, Durham, NC 27701 | (919) 560-0025 Fax (919) 560-0013
Equal Employment/Affirmative Active Employer | Website: hitp://www.dconc.gov/



Raleigh to Wilmington, Greenville, Hamlet, Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All these
corridors should include the consideration of extension through Durham and beyond to truly provide
a statewide interconnected passenger rail network.

The FRA Corridor ID program provides an opportunity to advance Durham County’s environmental,
economic, and equity goals. Intercity passenger rail service and the infrastructure to support it
provides alternatives to more costly and more polluting modes of transportation, improved safety at
railroad and roadway crossings, more access to transportation for disabled and economically
disadvantaged residents, enhanced economic competitiveness for the growth of business and
industry, and better quality of life for our residents. Durham County emphatically supports the FRA’s
goals to use the Corridor ID program to establish a long-term vision for passenger rail service, and
we are excited about the opportunity that this will provide for Durham. Please give NCDOT’s
applications full consideration, and we strongly encourage the selection of these corridors for further
study.

Sincerely,

Brenda Howerton, Chair
Durham Board of County Commissioners

Durham County Administrative Complex | 200 East Main Street, Durham, NC 27701 | (919) 560-0025 Fax (919) 560-0013
Equal Employment/Affirmative Active Employer | Website: hitp://www.dconc.gov/



NCDOT Rail Division Director, Jason Orthner,
1 8. Wilmington Street, Raleigh, NC 27601

Letter in support of the Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC corridor

| understand twelve corridors will be submitted to FRA for consideration for participating in the
Corridor Identification and Development Program and obtaining grant funding.

This letter of support is being emailed to Cheryl Collins (cjcollins@ncdot.gov) on Wednesday,
March 1, 2023, to be included in your application packages.

My prospective may be a bit different. Our town, Old Fort is celebrating its 150 anniversary this
year with a theme of “Elevate Old Fort”, Elevate its People, Community and History. There is
little history of Old Fort that does not include the railroad and what the railroad has brought to
the community through the years. Many of our most noted citizens were employed by the
railroad and many people have fond memories of riding the mountain railroad between Old Fort
and Ridgecrest, going through the loops and tunnels.

With passenger rail connection for the Salisbury to Asheville route, peopOle could again -
experience and learn the history behind how this remarkable feat was accomplished.

Significant points to consider in your consideration:

¢ Current Passenger Rail Service in North Carolina is widely used and has a growing
passenger count. This could be true for Salisbury to Asheville, as well.

¢ Passenger Rail Service from Salisbury to Asheville could be improve accessibility to
communities along the route and promote economic growth.

* Western North Carolina has been without passenger rail service since 1975 and there is
a need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system

o Statistics show that return on investment matches dollar for dollar when it pertains to
station devolatilization

We ask for your support in making this consideration a reality,

Catherine R Moore
WNC Rail Committee Member
Old Fort 150 Project Coordinator
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NG Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization

March 8, 2023

Jason Qrthner, Director

NC Department of Transportation
Rail Division

1 S. Wilmington St.

Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr. Orthner:

The NC Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPQ) is happy to send a letter of
support for the NC Department of Transportation’s applications for the Federal Railroad
Administration Corridor ldentification and Development program. We support the goals of the
program and see great benefit in bringing world-class passenger rail service fo our region while
we work together grow o safer, cleaner, and more equitable rail system.

CAMPO is a regional transportation planning orgdnizdtion serving communities in Franklin,
Granville, Harnett, Johnston, and Wake Counties in the North Carolina Triangle Region. The focus
of CAMPQ’s work is to move towards a seamless integration of transportation services that offer
a range of travel choices and are compatible with the character and development of our
communities, sensitive to the environment, improve quality of life, and are safe and accessible for
all. As such, we believe that NCDOT's applications for the FRA Corridor ID program provide an
opportunity to help advance these goals by providing enhanced access to frequent and reliable
rail service in CAMPO’s jurisdiction.

Of the twelve corridors NCDOT is submitting for the program eight travel directly through
CAMPO’s jurisdiction (Charlotte to Washington, DC; Wilmington, NC to Raleigh, NC; Greenville,
NC to Raleigh, NC; Winston-Salem, NC to Raleigh, NC; Hamlet, NC to Raleigh, NC; Morehead
City, NC to Raleigh, NC; Fayetteville, NC to Raleigh, NC; and Weldon, NC to Raleigh, NC), and
the remaining three still provide increased access to and from the CAMPO jurisdiction by
connecting into existing corridors serving the key destinations in the area.

We hope that you give NCDOT’s applications full consideration as we believe they will provide
needed mobility improvements for the people of North Carolina, and the CAMPO jurisdiction in
particular.

Sincerely,

o—

Chris Lukasina, AICP, GISP
Executive Director
NC Capital Area MPO

WWW.COMpPO-Nec.us



Business & Community Development
100 N King St.
Hendersonville, NC 28792
March 1, 2023

Jason Orthner, Director
NCDOT Rail Division
1 S. Wilmington St.
Raleigh, NC 27601

VIA: E-mail

RE: Corridor Identification and Development Program Submittal - Salisbury, NC to
Asheville, NC

Dear Mr. Orthner:™

Henderson County is excited to support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s
submittal for the Corridor ID Program. Hendersonville, the County seat, is situated about 25
minutes south of Asheville. A passenger rail connection between Asheville and Salisbury would
be an asset to our region. The mountainous terrain limits cost-effective multi-modal
infrastructure. A passenger rail system would expand transportation options as well as access to
various destinations that those who use public transit may not feasibly visit otherwise. This
integration point would connect the historically disadvantaged Appalachian communities with
the state’s capital, Research Triangle, the coast, and even multiple destinations in other states
along the east coast.

This grant funding would be the beginning of a much-needed project to address transportation
inequities and bolster economic development across the state. Henderson County fully supports
its regional partners in this effort. Please feel free to reach out regarding any additional
comments. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
V.
Christopher Todd

Director of Business & Community Development

Phone: 828.697.4809 www.hendersoncountync.gov
Page 1 of |



CUMBERLAND

NORTH CAROLINA

March 1, 2022

Jason Orthner
Director

NC Rail Division

1 S. Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

RE: Support for inclusion of the Raleigh to Fayetteville Route in the FRA Corridor ID Program

Dear Mr. Orthner,

On behalf of the more than 335,000 residents of Cumberland County, please accept this letter in support of the
Raleigh to Fayetteville route being included in the FRA Corridor ID Program.

Passenger rail service to Raleigh has been identified by both Cumberland County and the City oﬁayetteville asa
top priority for our community. Connectivity between Raleigh and Fayetteville via rail will facilitate substantial
economic and quality-of-life improvements for our citizens.

Despite recent gains and continued growth, Cumberland County remains North Carolina’s most populous “Tier
1" county. Adding this additional mode of transit will provide a critical alternative for our citizens of limited
means, allowing them to access their state delegation, state-wide departments, and executive leadership. The
Fayetteville to Raleigh route would also provide direct connections to rail services such as the Carolinian {to
Charlotte) and the future “S-Line” (connecting to Petersburg, VA).

Beyond our residents, this service would greatly benefit the 30,000+ students attending our local universities
and colleges, including our namesake Fayetteville State University (HBCU) and Methodist University, North

Carolina’s newest medical school. This project would also provide a much-needed transportation option for
the 52,000 active-duty soldiers, and their 63,000 family members, serving at the recently renamed Ft. Liberty.

Lastly, we are excited to see the millions of private sector dollars being spent by R) Corman to improve the
newly created “Raleigh & Fayetteville” railroad (RFCC) and believe that now is the perfect time to build the
public-private partnerships needed to efficiently deliver the transportation infrastructure our citizens deserve.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Sincegely,

Glenn B. Adams
Vice Chairman



DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

February 27, 2023

Jason Orthner

Rail Division Director

North Carolina Department of Transportation
1 South Wilmington Street

Raleigh, North Carolina 27601

Dear Mr. Orthner:

The Town of Apex is writing in support of the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s Hamlet,
North Carolina to Raleigh, North Carolina application for the Federal Railroad Administration’s
Corridor Identification and Development Program.

The Town of Apex sits directly along the S-Line Corridor, between Hamlet and Raleigh, in Wake County,
North Carolina. Apex is a railroad town without a rail station. Our motto, “The Peak of Good Living”, is
an affectionate tribute to both our position at the highest point along a 30-mile stretch of the S-Line
corridor, and the high regard we have for our hometown. While centered around a beloved, small, historic
downtown, Apex is rapidly growing. Our population dramatically increased from about 20,000 in 2000 to
about 75,000 today. Given this rapid growth and rapid increase of congestion on roadways, Apex
understands the importance of transportation options. We are excited about the opportunity to bring
passenger rail back to Apex, and see rail as a critical spine of our overall multimodal, land use, and
economic development vision.

Apex has a history of strong partnerships with the North Carolina Department of Transportation
(NCDOT). We have participated in a year-long effort, led by NCDOT, to facilitate transit-oriented
development (TOD) planning along the S-Line rail corridor. The Town contributed funds, time, and
resources to this important effort to integrate land use, economic development, and transportation
connectivity as new passenger rail services develop. The Town also is looking forward to participating
with NCDOT in a feasibility study for a mobility hub that we anticipate serving as a future passenger rail
station in Apex. Once again, the Town was eager to contribute funds, time, and resources to this effort.

The Corridor Identification Program is a substantial opportunity to identify and plan for infrastructure
needs along the S-Line corridor between Hamlet and Raleigh. Apex is pleased to support NCDOT’s
efforts to secure funding for this corridor through the FRA program and looks forward to continuing to
work with NCDOT on the transformative S-Line project.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. Should you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me at 919-249-3302 or shawn.purvis(@apexnc.org.

Sincerely,

D. Shawn Purvis
Deputy Town Manager

TOWN OF APEX
The Peak of Good Living
PO Box 250 Apex, NC 27502 | (919) 249-3400 | www.apexnc.org



TOWN OF CARRBORO * NC
TOWN COUNCIL

March 10, 2023

Jason Orthner, PE, Director

NC Department of Transportation Rail Division
1 S Wilmington St

Raleigh, NC 27601

Re: NCDOT Corridor ID Program application
Dear Mr Orthner:

As the Town of Carrboro’s representative to the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro MPQ (DCHC MPO) Board,
I am writing in support of the NC Department of Transportation’s applications for the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development program. Many of the 12 corridors

"7 NCDOT will submit for designation would provide enhanced intercity rail connections for the Triangle
region. | support NCDOT's vision for a safe, efficient passengerrail program connecting urban and rural
communities across North Carolina.

The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor has tremendous potential for increased intercity passenger
rail service between North Carolina’s rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities and beyond. A top
priority for the Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC, corridor using the NCRR corridor
through Durham and Orange counties. The Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes already use the
NCRR corridor. More frequent, safer, more reliable service would be a great benefit for residents of the
western Triangle. This corridor is ready to move into design, construction, and service implementation.

| also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR
corridor through Durham. NCDOT proposes additional new corridors connecting Raleigh to Wilmington,
Greenville, Hamlet, Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All of these corridors should extend
through the DCHC MPO study area, including service to Durham’s existing station and other future
stations.

| am excited about the opportunity that enhanced service in these corridors will provide to the people of
our region and our state, and | strongly encourage the selection of these corridors for further study.

Sincerely,

M&ME&)@

Damon Seils
Mayor

C: Richard White, Town Manager
Mary Bryant, Deputy Town Clerk

301 W. Main Street Carrboro, NC 27510 | social media carrboronc.gov | 919-942-8541




WAKE  Office of the County Manager TR

NORTH CAROLINA P.O. Box 550 @ Raleigh, North Carolina 27602 FAX 919 856 6168

March 1, 2023

Jason Orthner, Director

NC Department of Transportation
Rail Division

1 S. Wilmington St.

Raleigh, NC 27601

RE: NCDOT’s Applications to the FRA Corridor ldentification and Development Program
Dear Mr. Orthner:

Wake County is pleased to submit this letter of support for all of NCDOT applications to the
Federal Railroad Administration Corridor Identification and Development Program. All
the proposed corridors, the majority of which interact with the Raleigh/ Wake County area, are
important strategic corridors-to connect communities safely and efficiently within-North
Carolina and to the larger national rail network.

In 2016, Wake County voters approved a local option sales tax to support a major transit
expansion in an area that is adding approximately 60 people per day. Wake Transit
investments will triple the existing level of bus service by expanding 17 miles of frequent bus
service to 99 miles and providing connection services to all Wake County communities. These
investments in local transit along with supportive and focused development will help Wake
County meet its economic, equity and environmental goals over the coming years and
enhance the County’s role as a key regional origin and destination. The strategic and
sustained improvements to the regional and interregional rail network proposed by the Corridor
Identification and Development Program will better link the County to nearby communities and
the larger network and expand opportunity, flexibility, and options.

Wake County looks forward to working with NCDOT, FRA, partner agencies, and partner
communities to develop and implement strategic investments to address existing rail network

issues and create and preserve capacity for the variety of exciting rail services proposed in the
NCDOT applications.

Thank you for your consideration of NCDOT’s applications to the Corridor Identification and
Development Program

David Ellis

County Manager

incerely,



GMLDSB@R®

BE MORE DO MORE SEYMOUR

Office of the Mayor
February 28, 2023 200 North Cent;r gtlr;esg (ﬂ%

Mr. Jason Orthner
NCDOT Rail Division
1 S. Wilmington St.
Raleigh, NC 27601

Re: Corridor Identification Program:
Wilmington, NC to Raleigh, NC

Dear Mr. Orthner:

I am writing you this letter to express the City of Goldsboro’s support of the North Carolina Department of
Transportation in their application for the Corridor Identification and Development Program, specifically
supporting the Wilmington, NC to Raleigh, NC corridor.

I firmly believe that intercity passénger rail is a valuable and necessary component of the future transportation
network of North Carolina. The City of Goldsboro would experience multiple benefits through the
establishment and future implementation of the Wilmington to Raleigh corridor. The anticipated benefits
include safety, intercity connectivity, economic & social advancement, and overall regional growth.

The City of Goldsboro is situated as a midpoint of the corridor and embraces the opportunity to serve as such.
The railroad is an important part of the City of Goldsboro’s history and I believe that the establishment of this
corridor would be an integral building block for the future of not only our city, but for the entire southeast
region of North Carolina.

Respectfully,

AADh

Mayor David Ham
City of Goldsboro

www.goldsboronc.gov



NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION
1 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20001

AMTRAK

oy

Dennis J. Newman
Executive Vice President, Strategy and Planning

March 20, 2023

Amit Bose

Administrator

Federal Railroad Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Application for Corridor Identification and Development Program Funding
Dear Administrator Bose:

-—-On behalf of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak), [ am writing to express our support

for the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) applications submitted under the Federal
“""Railroad Administration’s (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development Program (Corridor ID
Program) for the Charlotte, NC to Washington, DC; Charlotte, NC to Atlanta, GA; Charlotte, NC to Kings
Mountain, NC; Charlotte, NC to Winston-Salem, NC; Winston-Salem, NC to Raleigh, NC; Asheville, NC
to Salisbury, NC; Wilmington, NC to Raleigh, NC; Fayetteville, NC to Raleigh, NC; Greenville, NC to
Raleigh, NC; Weldon, NC to Raleigh, NC; Hamlet, NC to Raleigh, NC; and Morehead City, NC to
Raleigh, NC Corridors.

NCDOT has identified twelve corridors within our state to be supportive of current and future intercity
passenger rail service. Each of the corridors that are being submitted are either a part of the current
federally designated Southeast Corridor (SEC) or viable to supporting the nationwide network as they
provide a connection from each region of the state to the SEC.

These corridors will help strengthen economic growth and mobility throughout the region and the
country. Additionally, they will provide public benefits, will make regional travel more available,
accessible, and sustainable, will reduce congestion, and will boost the local economy of the cities and
towns along the route.

We are excited to potentially work with all of the projects selected through the Corridor ID Program, to
help those sponsors move their projects forward towards future implementation. Thank you for your time
and consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Dennis Newman
Executive Vice President, Strategy, Planning & Accessibility



BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
DON MARTIN, CHAIRMAN

J. DUDLEY WATTS, JR.

GLORIA D. WHISENHUNT, VICE CHAIR COUNTY MANAGER
DAN BESSE DAMON SANDERS-PRATT
RICHARD V., LINVILLE DEPUTY COUNTY MANAGER
TONYA D. MCDANIEL SHONTELL A. ROBINSON
DAVID R. PLYLER DEPUTY COUNTY MANAGER
MALISHAI WOODBURY ASHLEIGH B. MATTHEWS
CLERK TO THE BOARD

FORSYTH COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA

February 28, 2023

Mr. Jason Orthner
1 South Wilmington Strect
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601

Dear Mr. Orthner:

The Forsyth County Board of Commissioners strongly support the efforts to participate in the Federal Railroad Administration’s
Corridor Identification and Development Program, to help plan and develop two proposed rail corridors, connecting Winston -
Salem to Raleigh and Charlotte. Including Winston-Salem and Forsyth County as a key linkage in this system is essential for
several reasons.

_Forsyth is North Carolina’s fourth largest County and providing residents access to low -cost rail travel will enhance the

economic and cultural prospects of the region as well as the State.

A high-skilled workforce is essential to Forsyth County and North Carolina’s economic development competitiveness
and rail service will allow for residents to commute between regions more easily while providing businesses with a
larger talent pool to draw from.

Charlotte and Winston-Salem are integrally connected through the legacy of businesses founded in Winston-Salem that
have expanded in Charlotte. In many cases key business units remain in Winston-Salem and support the continued
expansion of companies such as BB& T/Truist, Krispy Kreme and Atrium/Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center, among
many others.

The focus of Innovation Quarter in Winston-Salem on innovation and discovery will continue to grow, necessitating the
connections that enhanced rail service will provide. A stronger connection between Innovation Quarter, Research
Triangle Park, and other research institutions throughout the State will generate new ideas and strengthen North
Carolina’s reputation as a leader in innovation.

The opportunity in Winston-Salem meets the goals of Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to bring world-class passenger rail
service to regions across the county, grow a safer, cleaner, more equitable rail system and build the foundation for a
long-term program. The enhanced passenger rail system would enhance access to airports Statewide and allow low- and
moderate-income residents to access lower cost rail service.

The City of Winston Salem has already made a significant investment with the intent of restoring passenger rail,
purchasing and restoring the historic Union Station building located adjacent to Winston Salem State University for
$15.9 million. The completed improvements have left Union Station passenger ready.

Thank you for the outreach and education on this critical opportunity. Our community stands ready to assist as necessary for the
expansion of rail into Forsyth County.

Sincerely, q

\ w

Don Martin, Chairman
Forsyth County Board of Commissioners

Forsyth County Govemment Centere 201 N, Chestnut Street ¢ Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27101-4120
Telephone {336) 703-2020  FAX (336) 727-8446



Southeast Shortlines, Inc.
Caldwell County Railroad Company
Thermal Belt Railway
5725 Giles Farm Road
Morganton, NC 28655

March 1, 2023

Re: Letter of Support to Re-establish Rail Passenger Service from Salisbury to
Asheville.

Ms. Cheryl Collins,

- | am writing to add my support along with my employees support to re-establish
passenger rail service from Salisbury to Asheville and hopefully beyond to St.
Louis, MO one day. Note that to get to the West you must go through Chicago or
New Orleans, LA currently. Likewise, to get East the same scenario is true.

First however you must craw! before you can walk and run but | believe at least
bringing Western, NC into the fold, it will enhance the lives, commerce and
industrial development and also greatly increase tourism to Western, NC.

My fellow members of the Western North Carolina Rail Committee have started
the ball rolling and | am in total support of their objectives.

| think having a connection to the rest of the country’s Amtrak system is vital.
Passenger Rail service would provide a viable option to our many residents that
do not want the hassle of the parking, waiting, baggage claims etc. for a simple
trip to Washington, Atlanta and Florida.



Page 2.

Personally | would enjoy a passenger rail experience to and from Raleigh rather
than that Talladega 500 experience | must go through between Winston-Salem
and Raleigh now. | feel like in addition to my NC State Wolfpack Magnets on my
car that | should add a big number 43 (I am an Old Time Petty Fan). | would love
to simply take the train back and forth to Wolfpack Country. Likewise, my many
friends in the Raleigh and Garner area would love to take the train from Raleigh to
Morganton.

in Closing, please add my name along with my employees to the support list to re-
establish passenger rail on the Salisbury to Asheville corridor!

Thanks for your consideration.

Don J. McGrady
President
Southeast Shortlines, Inc.

Thermal Belt Railway (TBRY)
Caldwell County Railroad Company (CWCY)
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e<d OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY OF DURHAM
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March 1, 2023

Jason Orthner, P.E., Director

NC Department of Transportation
Rail Division

1 S. Wilmington St.

Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr. Orthner:

I write to express the City of Durham’s support for the North Carolina Department of Transportation
(NCDOT) applications for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor identification and
Development (Corridor ID) program. NCDOT is submitting twelve corridors for the program, many of
which travel through and would provide enhanced intercity rail connections for Durham, and we
appreciate and support the department’s extensive vision for.a safe and efficient passenger rail program
in North Carolina connecting urban and rural communities.

The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor crosses through Durham providing freight and intercity
passenger rail service. The corridor has tremendous potential for even more intercity passenger rail
service between NC's rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities located along the NCRR corridor
between Charlotte and Raleigh, as well as more frequent rail connections to Washington, DC and
beyond, and new connections between rural and urban communities in eastern and western North
Carolina.

The City of Durham'’s top priority for the FRA Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC
corridor using the NCRR corridor through Durham. This corridor is used today by the Piedmont and
Carolinian Amtrak routes, and more frequent, safer, and more reliable service would be a great benefit
for our residents. The City of Durham has participated in and supported several studies and engineering
analyses of infrastructure and new services on this corridor. It is well-positioned to move quickly into
design, construction, and implementation of enhanced intercity rail service.

We also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR
corridor through Durham. NCDOT has proposed several new corridors connecting Raleigh to
Wilmington, Greenville, Hamlet, Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All these corridors should
include the consideration of extension through Durham and beyond to truly provide a statewide
interconnected passenger rail network.

101 City Hall Plaza, Second Floor, Durham, NC 27701 819.560.4333 DurhamNC.gov Follow Us @CityofDurhamNC

6060 ©



The FRA Corridor ID program provides an opportunity to advance Durham’s environmental, economic,
and equity goals. Intercity passenger rail service provides alternatives to reduce emissions of harmful
pollutants while providing more affordable transportation options, along with improved safety at
railroad and roadway crossings, access for residents facing significant transportation barriers, enhanced
economic competitiveness for the growth of business and industry, and better quality of life for our
residents.

The City of Durham supports the FRA's goals to use the Corridor ID program to establish a long-term
vision for passenger rail service, and we are excited about the opportunity that this will provide for
Durham. Please give NCDOT's applications full consideration, and we strongly encourage the selection of
these corridors for further study. If you would like any additional information about the City's
application, please contact Sean C. Egan, Director of Transportation, at sean.ega n@durhamnc.gov or
919-937-8883.

Sincerely,

Elaine M. O’Neal
Mayor, City of Durham, NC

101 City Hall Plaza, Second Flgor, Durham, NC 27701 919.560.4333 DurbamNC._gov Follow Us @CityofDurhamNC
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K
KINGS MOUNTAIN

—— NORTH CAROLINA —
February 27, 2023 Living. levated.

Jason Orthner

NCDOT Rail Division Director
1 S. Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

Re: Support of New Kings Mountain to Charlotte Rail Corridor

Dear Jason,

With 1-85 and Highway 74 becoming heavily traveled, we need to explore the rail option as a viable
alternative for travel to Charlotte. This also coincides with the construction of widening US_74 and 1-85, so
as to relieve the pressure of automobiles on those routes. This corridor offers us the opportunity to use
existing infrastructure along with existing equipment from the NC Railroad. This should be a fairly easy
proposal to implement because the train and tracks exist already so all we would need to do is construct the
terminals. Some of us have them in place already.

Additionally, as a benefit to Norfolk Southern in the moving of freight, doubling the track for increased
flow helps them as they expand the intermodal facility at Charlotte/Douglas Airport. It occurred to me that
the Norfolk Southern track weaves its way through our municipalities and could easily be used to connect
us to Charlotte and beyond. What I would propose is that the Carolinian and Piedmont trains start its journey
to Raleigh from the western most stop in North Carolina in Kings Mountain with stops in Gastonia,
Cramerton/Belmont. Upon entering Mecklenburg County there would be stops at Charlotte/Douglas
International Airport, and the new Charlotte Transit terminal. All of which are virtually right beside the
track.

It is my pleasure to support such a worthwhile project that responsibly uses taxpayer money to improve
quality of life both environmentally and in the efficient moving of people.

Sincerely,

CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN

G beoll T2t

G. Scott Neisler, Mayor

City of Kings Mountain | City Hall | 101 West Gold Street | Kings Mountain, NC 28086
Phone: 704.734.0333 | info@cityofkm.com | www.cityofkm.com




RESOLUTION 20-14
TO SUPPORT THE EXPANSION OF THE PIEDMONT NC BY TRAIN SERVICE TO
KINGS MOUNTAIN - BESSEMER CITY- GASTONIA - RANLO- LOWELL
CRAMERTON - MC ADENVILLE - BELMONT - CHARLOTTE

WHEREAS, rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system for the
State of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, there is a vital need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system
that promotes freight and passenger service; and, is a vital tool for economic development, tourism
and job creation in the'state of North Carolina; and -

WHEREAS, in 2018, Kings Mountain and Gastonia requested a study to determine the
feasibility of implementing a new passenger rail service to connect Kings Mountain, Gastonia, and
Belmont with the Charlotte-Douglas International Airport and Uptown Charlotte; and

WHEREAS, in concept, the passenger rail service would begin in Kings Mountain, passing
through Bessemer City, providing a station stop in Gastonia, passing through Lowell, providing a
station stop in Belmont, providing a station stop at the airport, and terminating at the new
Charlotte Gateway Station; and

WHEREAS, the new service would provide an additional transportation connection
between the rural communities west of Charlotte to job centers; and

WHEREAS, while I-85 provides a direct connection from Kings Mountain to Charlotte, it is
one of the most congested transportation corridors in the Charlotte Metrolina Region; and

WHEREAS, in 2015, the portion of I-85 from Kings Mountain to Gastonia saw an Average
Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) of 106,393 and the portion running from Gastonia to [-77 in Charlotte;
and

WHEREAS, in 2040, the portion of I-85 from Kings Mountain to Gastonia is projected to
carry 143,129 vehicles per day (vpd) and 160,156 (vpd) from Gastonia to I-77 in Charlotte: and

WHEREAS, the segment of I-85 between the Catawba River and [-485 in Charlotte has the
highest traffic volumes, with a 2015 AADT of 146,181 (VPD), projected to increase to 182,054
(vpd) by 2040: and

WHEREAS, improvements to rail facilities will increase the efficiency and safety of rail
service, help attract new freight traffic and provide environmental benefits by reducing the impact
of traffic congestion on North Carolina’s highways; and



WHEREAS, the future passenger rail track would need to be threaded into the Charlotte
Gateway Station track configuration, where space has been reserved at the new station for future
passenger rail services.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Kings Mountain City Council through the adoption
of this resolution, fully supports the creation of an attractive, marketable and cost-effective
passenger rail service between Kings Mountain and Charlotte.

Resolution adopted this the 27t day of April, 2021.

CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN, NORTH CAROLINA

By: \fé : M 7217@4@

ATTEST: G. Scott Neisler, Mayor

S O Ded
Karen A. Tucker, City Clerk




CENTRALINA

REGIONAL COUNCIL

March 1, 2023

Jason Orthner

NCDOT Rail Division Director
1S. Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

RE: Letter of Support-Charlotte Area Corridor Identification and Development Program
Dear Mr. Orthner:

| would like to express my strong support for the North Carolina Department of
Transportation’s (NCDOT's) Corridor Identification and Development Program grant
application. Passenger rail improvements in the Charlotte region provide the mobility that
powers the largest metro region in the state of North Carolina and one of the fastest
growing economies in the nation.

Specifically, Centralina Regional Council supports improvements to the passenger rail fleet,
stations, accessibility and sustainability measures and the increased and new service
opportunities made possible through investments in the following corridors:

Charlotte, NC to Raleigh, NC
Charlotte, NC to Washington, DC
Winston-Salem, NC to Charlotte, NC
Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC

Centralina Regional Council, which serves the nine-county Greater Charlotte region, led the
CONNECT Beyond Regional Mobility Plan, which will be implemented through this grant
proposal. CONNECT Beyond’s bold transit vision recommends high-capacity transit,
strategic investments in mobility corridors, a robust bus network and local first and last
mile investments to support seamless travel throughout the region. The inter-city and
commuter rail corridors outlined in this grant provide the backbone of the region’s transit
network. Strategic investments in these corridors are critical to increasing economic
competitiveness, improving transportation choices and advancing social equity in our
region.

Furthermore, the Greater Charlotte Region Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy 2023-2028 has a key goal of “Building Community Supportive Infrastructure”
which includes recommendations for investment in innovative, resilient infrastructure
supporting employment and investments in regional mobility initiatives that support
movement of the labor force.

c @ 704-372-2416 | info@centralina.org | www.centralina.org
10735 David Taylor Drive, Suite 250 | Charlotte, NC 28262

mployer. S8 VICeS upon request |



We strongly support the NCDOT'’s Corridor Identification and Development Program grant
application to strengthen investments in new and expanded passenger rail service in the

Charlotte region and ensure that our residents have maximum access to opportunity and
our that economy remains competitive.

Respectfully,

Geraldine |. Gardner
Executive Director

CENTRALINA REGIONAL COUNCIL | 2



c CUMBERLAND

NORTH CAROLINA

March 1, 2022

Jason Orthner
Director

NC Rail Division

1 S. Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

RE: Support for inclusion of the Raleigh to Fayetteville Route in the FRA Corridor ID Program

Dear Mr. Orthner,

On behalf of the more than 335,000 residents of Cumberland County, please accept this letter in support of the
Raleigh to Fayetteville route being included in the FRA Corridor ID Program.

Passenger rail service to Raleigh has been identified by both Cumberland County and the City of Fayetteville as a
top priority for our community. Connectivity between Raleigh and Fayetteville via rail will facilitate substantial
economic and quality-of-life improvements for our citizens.

Despite recent gains and continued growth, Cumberland County remains North Carolina’s most populous “Tier
1" county. Adding this additional mode of transit will provide a critical alternative for our citizens of limited
means, allowing them to access their state delegation, state-wide departments, and executive leadership. The
Fayetteville to Raleigh route would also provide direct connections to rail services such as the Carolinian (to
Charlotte) and the future “S-Line” (connecting to Petersburg, VA).

Beyond our residents, this service would greatly benefit the 30,000+ students attending our local universities
and colleges, including our namesake Fayetteville State University (HBCU) and Methodist University, North

Carolina’s newest medical school. This project would also provide a much-needed transportation option for
the 52,000 active-duty soldiers, and their 63,000 family members, serving at the recently renamed Ft. Liberty.

Lastly, we are excited to see the millions of private sector doliars being spent by R) Corman to improve the
newly created “Raleigh & Fayetteville” railroad (RFCC) and believe that now is the perfect time to build the
public-private partnerships needed to efficiently deliver the transportation infrastructure our citizens deserve.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Sincefely,

Glenn B. Adams
Vice Chairman



City of Hickory

ICKORY S

A Hickory, NC 28603

s 4 Phone; (828) 323-7412
‘ \

North Carolina Fax: (828) 323-7550
Email: hguess@hickorync.gov
L:fe. Well Crafted.

Office of the Mayor

Mr. Jason Orthner
NCDOT Rail Division
1 S. Wilmington St.
Raleigh, NC 27601

Re: Corridor Identification Program: Asheville, NC to Salisbury, NC
Dear Mr. Orthner:

As Mayor of the City of Hickory, | am pleased to express the City of Hickory’s support for
the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s application for the Corridor
Identification and Development Program.

We believe that the Asheville, NC to Salisbury, NC corridor could potentially provide
tremendous economic impact to our city and region, as well as improve the quality of life
for our residents by providing additional transportation options and offering connectivity
to our neighboring regions.

As the midpoint of the Asheville, NC to Salisbury, NC corridor, Hickory is in an opportune
location to significantly benefit from passenger rail. While this corridor is Hickory’s
priority, we are also supportive of the program for North Carolina as a whole and believe
that this will help build an even stronger transportation system for our great state.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of NCDOT's Corridor Identification and
Development Program application.

Sincerely,

CZ.-{"GD%Y:’
Hank Guess
City of Hickory
Mayor



WILMINGTON URBAN AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
BOARD

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION’S SUBMISSION OF THE RAIL CORRIDOR BETWEEN WILMINGTON
AND RALEIGH FOR THE FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINSTARTION’S (FRA) CORRIDOR
IDENTIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization provides transportation
planning services for the City of Wilmington, Town of Carolina Beach, Town of Kure Beach, Town of
Wrightsville Beach, Town of Belville, Town of Leland, Town of Navassa, New Hanover County,
Brunswick County, Pender County, Cape Fear Public Transportation Authority, and the North Carolina
Board of Transportation; and

WHEREAS, the Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID) Program was included as part of
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (ILJA) that was signed by President Biden on November 15,
2021; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Railroad Administration established the Corridor Identification and
Development Program within 180 days of enactment; and

WHEREAS, Corridor ID creates a foundational framework for identifying and developing new or
improved intercity passenger rail (IPR) services; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation will submit twelve corridors to FRA for
consideration for participating in the program and obtaining grant funding; and

WHEREAS, the rail corridor between Wilmington and Raleigh is one of the twelve corridors that will be
submitted by the North Carolina Department of Transportation; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation is currently refreshing the Southeastern
Passenger Rail Study that was completed in 2005 with the update anticipated to be complete later this
year; and

WHEREAS, intercity passenger rail is a valuable and necessary component of the future transportation
network of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, the Wilmington Urban Area would experience multiple benefits through the establishment
and future implementation of the Wilmington to Raleigh corridor; and

WHEREAS, these anticipated benefits include safety, connectivity, economic advancement, and
supporting overall regional growth.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization hereby supports the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s submission of
the rail corridor between Wilmington and Raleigh for the Federal Railroad Administration’s Corridor
[dentification and Development Program.

ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
Board on March 29, 2023.
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March 10, 2023

Mr. Jason T. Orthner, P.E., CPM

Rail Division Director

North Carolina Department of Transportation
1 South Wilmington Street

1553 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1553

Dear Mr. Orthner,

I write to offer the strong support of the City of Winston-Salem for the North Carolina
Department of Transportation’s application for grants from the USDOT Federal Railroad
Administration’s Corridor Identification and Development program for intercity
passenger rail community grants.

The City is especially supportive of the corridor from Charlotte to Winston-Salem and
the corridor from Winston-Salem to Raleigh. Certainly, the increased service proposed
for Charlotte to Raleigh also offers better service for Winston-Salem citizens as well.
The new service offered by these routes will contribute significantly in our efforts to be a
carbon neutral city by 2050, help grow our economy and improve the quality of life for
the citizens of Winston-Salem.

As you may be aware, the City completed the restoration of our historic Union Station
and, in fact, received an award for that work by the North Carolina Historic Resources
Commission. This is but one simple and demonstrated action that indicates broad support
for passenger rail in our City, our region and our state.

Please let me know if I, or my staff, can be of assistance in your efforts to secure these
grants,

City CounC I

City Manager
Aaron King
Jeff Fansler

101 NORTH MAIN STREET - WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA 27101
PHONE 336-727-2058 - FAX 336-748-3241 - allenj@cityofws.org



February 24, 2023

NCDOT Rail Division Director
Jason Orthner

1 S. Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr. Orthner,

| wish to express my support for the passenger rail expansion of the Salisbury, NC to Asheville,
NC corridor.

This expansion would benefit our town and Western North Carolina’s tourism industry by
making it more accessible to all types of travelers. We are currently involved in the
development of the Ecusta Trail, a Rails-to-Trails project which will carry walkers and bikers
from downtown Hendersonville to Brevard. The Ecusta Trail will serve to enhance the appeal of
western North Carolina as a tourism destination.

The Salisbury to Asheville corridor expansion will benefit communities of our region and grow
our economies. Please consider our support for this important project.

\20’Cain, Mayor

J. Care

Town of Laurel Park
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February 28, 2023

Jason Orthner

NCDOT Rail Division Director
1 S Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr, Ortner,

Please accept this letter in support of the expansion of the Piedmont Train Service in the
Kings Mountain Corridor. The Catawba Nation values that this expansion could
ultimately increase tourism to the Kings Mountain_area that will benefit the Catawba
Nation’s Two Kings Casino. The Catawba Nation also values the environmental benefits
associated with this project by reducing the impact of traffic congestion along North
Carolina’s highways.

In conclusion, the Catawba Nation is in full support of the creation of an attractive,
marketable and cost-effective passenger rail service between Kings Mountain and
Charlotte.

Best regards,

DocuSigned by:
7TOBAT79E23D1482...

Jason Harris
Assistant Chief
Catawba Nation

Jason Harris Willlam Hartris Roderick Beck
Assistant Chief Chief Secretary/Treasurer



TOWN OF

HILLSBOROUGH

NORTH CAROLINA
March 10, 2023

Jason Orthner, P.E., Director

NC Department of Transportation Rail Division
1S. Wilmington St

Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr. Orthner,

As mayor of Hillsborough and member of the Durham CHapel Hill Carrboro MPO (DCHCMPO), | am
writing to support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) applications for the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program.
NCDOT will submit twelve (12) corridors for designation, many of which travel through and would
provide enhanced intercity rail connections for Durham, Hillshorough, and our MPO’s broader three (3)-
county study area. | support NCDOT’s vision for a safe and efficient passenger rail program connecting
urban and rural communities across North Carolina.

The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor provides intercity passenger rail, to Durham now and
Hillsborough in the future, and freight service. NCRR has tremendous potential for increased intercity
passenger rail service between NC's rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities and beyond.

The DCHCMPO's top priority for the Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC corridor
using the NCRR corridor through Durham and Orange counties. The Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak
routes use the NCRR corridor and frequent, safer, and more reliable service is a great benefit for our
residents. We have participated in and supported several studies and engineering analyses of
infrastructure and new services on this corridor, and it can quickly move into design, construction, and
enhanced intercity rail service implementation.

1 also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR
corridor through Durham. NCDOT proposes additional new corridors connecting Raleigh to Wilmington,
Greenville, Hamlet, Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All these corridors should extend through
the DCHCMPO study area including service to Durham’s existing station and other future stations.

| support Corridor ID program’s long-term vision for passenger rail service, and | am excited about the

opportunity that this will provide Hillsborough and other members of the DCHCMPO. | strongly
encourage the selection of these corridors for further study.

Sinc reI &2
denmfer nn) Weaver
Hillsborough, NC

101 E. Orange St., Hillsborough, NC 27278
919-732-1270 | www.hillsboroughnc.gov | @HillsboroughGov



From: Joseph Chesler

To: Collins, Cheryl]

Cc: freddiek@marionbiz.org

Subject: [External] Support for Re-establishment of Western NC Passenger Rail Service
Date: Monday, February 27, 2023 10:06:20 AM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an

attachment to Report Sparm.

Dear Cheryl Collins:

As a member of the City of Asheville Multi-modal Transportation Commission, I firmly
believe that passenger rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system
for the State of North Carolina. The re-establishment of a passenger rail system that serves the
citizens of Western North Carolina will benefit economic development, tourism and job
creation throughout our state.

While I recognize that Asheville and Western North Carolina have been without a passenger
rail connection since 1975, there is a clear and vital need to provide a strong and balanced
transportation system that promotes freight and passenger service in our area. An increase in
_funding for passenger service in North Carolina is necessary to connect our small urban and
rural areas of the state with the urbanized centers of our state.

I join with many of my local and state elected officials in support of future alternative
transportation measures in North Carolina, such as the successful Amtrak rail service between
Salisbury and Asheville. Thank you for your consideration of over twenty years of unified
support by communities and chambers of commerce throughout Western North Carolina.
Please vote in favor of increased funding for passenger rail service in our area.

-=JOE=

Joseph Chesler, Commissioner
Multi-modal Transportation Commission
c/o 55 Longview Rd

Asheville, NC 28806

m: 828-808-0513

e: jichesler@gmail.com



Town of Black Mountain

160 Midland Avenue e Black Mountain, North Carolina 28711
Phone (828) 419-9310 o Fax (828) 669-4204 « TDD 800-735-2962
www.townofblackmountain.org

Mayor Town Manager
C. Michael Sobol Josh M. Harrold

Town Council

Vice-Mayor Archie Pertiller
Council Member Alice Berry
Council Member William Christy

Council Member Doug Hay Town Clerk
Council Member Pam King Savannah Parmrish
March 1, 2023

Jason Orthner, P.E., CPM

NCDOT Rail Division Director
1 S. Wilmington St. Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Jason:

Please let this letter reflect the support of the Town of Black Mountain for NCDOT Rail Division’s
submittal of the Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC rail corridor to the FRA’s Corridor Identification and
Development Program. Restoring passenger rail service between Salisbury and Asheville for the first time
since 1975 would bring many benefits to Black Mountain, and all of Western North Carolina.

Passenger rail service would provide a travel mode alternative for Asheville and WNC, which already
experience high travel demand. The impact of increasing highway traffic is felt in Black Mountain, with
1-40 now carrying 11% more traffic than it did in 2009. Passenger rail service would present an
opportunity for travel mode-shift, supporting Federal Railroad Administration’s goals for a safer, cleaner,
and more equitable transportation system.

In addition to being a popular tourist destination, Black Mountain is also a retirement destination.
Providing seniors with non-driving travel options to access the rest of the state will take on increasing
importance.

Connecting our growing region to the business and governmental centers in other parts of the state would
be critical to maintaining safe, accessible, and scenic links across North Carolina. We are excited about
the potential for restoration of passenger rail service and its positive social, environmental, and economic
multiplier effects. As our region continues to grow and change, we believe the Salisbury to Asheville
passenger rail line would be a critical investment to help maintain and improve the quality of life for
Black Mountain residents in addition to the many visitors that are currently limited to highway and air
travel to the region.

Sincerely, N—

{‘\Q)\w

osh 1. Harrold, Town Manager




DURHAM - CHAREL HILL. CARRBC(
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March 10, 2023

Jason Orthner, P.E., Director

NC Department of Transportation Rail Division
1 South Wilmington Street

Raleigh, North Carolina 27601

RE: NCDOT CORRIDOR ID PROGRAM APPLICATION
Dear Mr. Orthner:

The Durham Chapel Hill Carrboro Metropolitan Planning Organization (DCHCMPQ) supports the North Carolina
Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) applications for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor
Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program. NCDOT will submit twelve (12) corridors for designation, many
of which travel through and would provide enhanced intercity rail connections for Durham, Hillsborough, and our
broader three (3)-county study area. DCHCMPO supports NCDOT’s vision for a safe and efficient passenger rail
program connecting urban and rural communities across North Carolina.

The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor provides intercity passenger rail, to Durham now and Orange County in
the future, and freight service. NCRR has tremendous potential for increased intercity passenger rail service between
NC's rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities and beyond.

Our top priority for the Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC corridor using the NCRR corridor
through Durham and Orange counties. The Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes use the NCRR corridor and
frequent, safer, and more reliable service is a great benefit for our residents. We have participated in and supported
several studies and engineering analyses of infrastructure and new services on this corridor, and it can quickly move
into design, construction, and enhanced intercity rail service implementation.

We also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR corridor through
Durham. The following proposed corridors should extend through the DCHCMPO study area including service to
Durham’s existing station and other future stations.

e Charlotte to Washington, DC o Hamlet, NC to Raleigh, NC

e Wilmington, NC to Raleigh, NC e Morehead City, NC to Raleigh, NC
e Greenville, NC to Raleigh, NC e Fayetteville, NC to Raleigh, NC

e Winston-Salem, NC to Raleigh, NC » Weldon, NC to Raleigh, NC

We support Corridor ID program’s long-term vision for passenger rail service, and we are excited about the opportunity
that this will provide our member’s constituents. We strongly encourage selecting these corridors for further study.

Sincerely,

Waren (1. HNoward

Karen Howard
Vice Chair, DCHC MPOQ Policy Board

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS: Chatham County, City of Durham, Durham County, GoTriangle,
NC Department of Transportation. Orange County. Town of Carrboro, Town of Chapel Hill, Town of Hillsborough



City of Salisbury

North Carolina

Office of the
Mayor

February 28, 2023

Ms. Cheryl Collins

North Carolina Department of Transportation
1553 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1553

Re: Salisbury to Asheville Passenger Rail Corridor
Dear Ms. Collins:

As Mayor of the City of Salisbury, I write to share our City Council’s support for the re-
established Salisbury to Asheville passenger rail corridor. Rail service is a critically important
component of our local and state infrastructure and as sustainable transportation it is vital for the.
economy, our community, and the environment.

The Western North Carolina Rail Committee has continuously worked in support of improved rail
service and connectivity since 1999. By establishing passenger rail service between Salisbury and
Asheville the social, historical, commercial and cultural bonds will be strengthened between the
communities along the corridor. Tt will also provide rail service to Asheville and Western North
Carolina, an area that has been without a rail connection since 1975. Restoring passenger service
will enhance accessibility and reliability for citizens, tourists and businesses throughout the
Piedmont and Western North Carolina regions and each locality in between.

The Salisbury City Council fully supports the re-establishment of the Salisbury to Asheville
passenger rail service corridor to provide access and transportation alternatives as well as
economic development opportunities for areas currently underserved.

Karen K. Alexander

Mayor

217 S. Main Street P.O. Box 479 Salishury, N.C. 28145 Phone: (704 638-5231 Fax: (704) 638-5232



From: Katie Kasben

To: Collins, CherylJ
Subject: [External] Support for Passenger Rail from Salisbury to Asheville
Date: Wednesday, March 1, 2023 12:57:21 PM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an

attachment to Report Spam.

Dear Ms. Collins,

Asheville and Western North Carolina have been without direct passenger rail service since
1975. The opportunity to strengthen local economies through station revitalization (which
has been demonstrated as successful in Salisbury, Morganton, Marion, Old Fort and
Asheville), as well as connection for our rural neighbors to more urban experiences is only
possible through the re-establishment of the Salisbury-Asheville rail connection.

The benefits are enormous and the dedicated support of the Western North Carolina Rail
Committee would ensure effective marketing to the WNC communities. Opportunities for
more tourist and destination travel, as well as accessibility for locals and state representatives
to travel more easily to connect with family and places of business.

Finally, the increased efficiency and improvements of rail facilities will attract new freight
traffic, but the possibility of alternative transportation (Amtrak passenger rail) will help
alleviate congestion on highway 40, thus providing a way to lessen negative environmental
impact.

Thank you for this consideration to re-establish passenger rail service from Salisbuy to
Asheville; the economic benefit, job creation, tourist draw, and incredible opportunity for
local travel would be a dream come true.

With sincerest gratitude,

Katie Kasben
Asheville Resident
and Travel Agent



PT THE CAROLINA ASSOCIATION
FOR PASSENGER TRAINS = 2=

More Passenger
Trains!

Mr. Jason Orthner

Rail Division Director

NC Department of Transportation
1 South Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

Mr.Orthner:

it is with pleasure on behalf of the Carolinas Association for Passenger Trains to
present a strong letter of support for restoration of rail passenger service between
Asheville and Salisbury, and the route's inclusion in the Federal Railroad
Administration’s Corridor Identification Program. CAPT has been active in promoting rail
passenger service as part of a balanced transportation system since the early 1980's in
both Carolinas. During that time we have joined with and supported groups such as the
‘Western North Carolina Rail Committee in those efforts. This letter , and accompanying
resolution stand as a strong endorsement for this proposal supported over the years by

over 120 resolutions of support from various cities, counties, chambers and other
groups for restoration of the service.

In regard to the list of other corridors under consideration for submission to the Federal
Railroad Administration , CAPT would also strongly support Winston-Salem to Charlotte
due it's connectivity to the Asheville-Salisbury corridor, and it's potential for commuter
rail services an each end of the line as well as inter-city services linking Charlotte and
Winston-Salem. The entire list of corridors have merit and should be supported. We
did notice the lack of Charlotte—V\mmmgton and Charlotte-Statesville segments which
also could play vital roles in the rail transportation network.

Sincerely yours,

"% 7/)\40%(“_ ol «a//z;\

Martin Wheeler
President
Carolinas Association for Passenger Trains



RESOLUTION
IN SUPPORT OF CORRIDOR IDENTIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM TO RE-ESTABLISH A
PASSENGER RAIL CONNECTION FOR SALISBURY TO ASHEVILLE

WHEREAS, rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system for the State of North
Caroling; and

WHEREAS, the Western North Carolina Rail Committee, Inc. has worked persistently in support of
improved rail service and connectivity since 1999, these local communities, Asheville, Black Mountain,
Old Fort, Marion, Morganton, Valdese, Hickory, Conover, Statesville and Salisbury would thus benefit
from re-established rail passenger service; and

WHEREAS, economic development, tourism and job creation will benefit through the enhancement of rail
passenger service that serves the citizens of North Carolina and visitors to our state; and

WHEREAS, we applaud the State of North Carolina for development of comprehensive intercity rail and
transportation services in urban jurisdictions through the state, and recognize that Asheville and Western
North Carolina have been without a passenger rail connection since 1975; and

WHEREAS, there is a vital need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system that promotes
freight and passenger service; and

WHEREAS, an increase in state funding for rail service in North Carolina is necessary to connect-our-smail
urban and rural areas of the state with the urbanized centers of our state; and

WHEREAS, support by local a};a_ étate elected officials is essential for the future of alternative
transportation in North Carolina, such as Asheville to Salisbury rail passenger service; and

WHEREAS, support and utilization of transportation improvements by business and commercial interests
is essential for the successful deployment of altemative transportation modes in North Carolina,
especially in Western North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, this resolution is a vehicle to express over twenty years of unified support of communities and
Chambers of Commerce, and other organizations throughout Western North Carolina for increased
statewide funding for rail service; and

WHEREAS, rail and other transportation linkages between communities and regions within North
Carolina establish and strengthen social, historical, commercia! and cultural bonds: and

WHEREAS, the average retum on investment for the surrounding community for station revitalizations
throughout North Carolina is more than one dollar for every dollar invested, as demonstrated in Salisbury,
Morganton, Marion, Old Fort and Asheville (with purchase of land); and

WHEREAS, the associated improvements to rail facilities have increased the efficiency and safety of rail
service, helped attract new freight traffic and provided environmental benefits by reducing the impact of
traffic congestion on North Carolina’s highways, particularly Interstate 40; and

WHEREAS, an integrated transportation system with ral passenger service being a key component will enhance
accessibility and reliability for citizens, tourists and businesses in Western North Carolina, and by
extension to the entire State of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina Department of Transportation’s Rail Division has agreed to manage, subject
to NC Legislative appropriation, contract development and implementation of rail passenger service
between Salisbury and Asheville: and



WHEREAS, the WNC Rail Committee is committed to working with the local communities to effectively
market the rail service in WNC and provide other local assistance/services as appropriate to help insure
the it's long term success.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Carolinas Association for Passenger Trains, Inc.,
through the adoption of this resolution, fully supports the creation of an attractive, marketable and cost
effective rail connection service for Westem North Carolina between Asheville and Salisbury, that
includes sufficient new funding for operations. This service will be evaluated periodically by Amtrak, the
North Carolina Department of Transportation Rail Division, the Western North Carolina Rail Committee,
Inc. and the communities served by the Salisbury-Asheville rail service to assure its continued viability
and continued funding from the North Carolina General Assembly.

Adopted this 28" day of February, 2023

CAROLINAS ASSOCIATION FOR PASSENGER TRAINS

B .

v
/4 /)(ﬂ}%-ﬁ% Lo l( %&/ﬂj&-

Martin Wheeler, President

David Robinson, Vice President — North Carolina




WILMINGTON URBAN AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
BOARD

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION’S SUBMISSION OF THE RAIL CORRIDOR BETWEEN WILMINGTON
AND RALEIGH FOR THE FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINSTARTION’S (FRA) CORRIDOR
IDENTIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization provides transportation
planning services for the City of Wilmington, Town of Carolina Beach, Town of Kure Beach, Town of
Wrightsville Beach, Town of Belville, Town of Leland, Town of Navassa, New Hanover County,

Brunswick County, Pender County, Cape Fear Public Transportation Authority, and the North Carolina
Board of Transportation; and

WHEREAS, the Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID) Program was included as part of

the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) that was signed by President Biden on November 15,
2021; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Railroad Administration established the Corridor Identification and
_ Development Program within 180 days of enactment; and

-WHEREAS, Corridor ID creates a foundational framework for identifying and developing new or
improved intercity passenger rail (IPR) services; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation will submit twelve corridors to FRA for
consideration for participating in the program and obtaining grant funding; and

WHEREAS, the rail corridor between Wilmington and Raleigh is one of the twelve corridors that will be
submitted by the North Carolina Department of Transportation; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation is currently refreshing the Southeastern

Passenger Rail Study that was completed in 2005 with the update anticipated to be complete later this
year; and

WHEREAS, intercity passenger rail is a valuable and necessary component of the future transportation
network of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, the Wilmington Urban Area would experience multiple benefits through the establishment
and future implementation of the Wilmington to Raleigh corridor; and

WHEREAS, these anticipated benefits include safety, connectivity, economic advancement, and
supporting overall regional growth.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization hereby supports the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s submission of
the rail corridor between Wilmington and Raleigh for the Federal Railroad Administration’s Corridor
Identification and Development Program.

ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
Board on March 29, 2023.
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JCFAVETTEVILLE!

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

March 10, 2023

Mr. Jason Orthner
NCDOT Rail Division
1S. Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

RE: Corridor Identification Program: Fayetteville to Raleigh
Dear Mr. Orthner,

I am writing to express the City of Fayetteville’s full support of the North Carolina Department
of Transportation in their application for the Corridor Identification and Development Program,
specifically supporting the proposed route extension from Fayetteville to Raleigh.

residents of our region connecting individuals and families who want to live, work and play in
communities throughout North Carolina. In addition, the expansion of our regional intercity rail
corridors is an economic driver improving access and opportunities for North Carolinians to jobs
and homes. The City of Fayetteville, as the home to Fort Bragg, has a large military affiliated
population and defense industry that would be well-served by a direct connection to Raleigh.

The additional service and future implementation of the Fayetteville to Raleigh route has long
been supported by City staff and leaders with extensive studies being conducted to examine
the feasibility of potential routes by the Fayetteville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization in
August 2020.

The City of Fayetteville and | believe in the opportunity these rail corridors would provide
residents of our state. The rail corridor will only positively impact the safety, connectivity,
economic and social advancement and growth of our region and we wholeheartedly endorse
your application.

Respectfully,

Mayor Mitch Colvin
City of Fayetteville

433 Hay Street | Fayetteville, NC 28301 | www.fayettevillenc.gov | An Equal Opportunity Employer



North Caroling Grneral Assembly
Aenate Thambey
Biate Leglslatile Hadlving
Haleigh 27601-2808

March 10th, 2022

Jason Orthner, P.E., Director

NC Department of Transportation Rail Division
1 S. Wilmington St.

Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr Orthner,

As a senator for Chatham and Durham Counties, I support the North Carolina Department of
Transportation’s NCDOT) applications for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor
Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program. NCDOT will submit twelve (12)
corridors for designation, many of which travel through and would provide enhanced intercity
rail connections for Durham, Hillsborough, and our broader three (3)-county study area. As a
member of the Senate Transportation-Committee, I applaud NCDOT’s vision for a safe and
efficient passenger rail program connecting urban and rural communities across North Carolina.

The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor provides intercity passenger rail, to Durham now
and Orange County in the future, and freight service. NCRR has tremendous potential for
increased intercity passenger rail service between NC’s rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent
cities and beyond.

I support NCDOT’s transportation plan for the Corridor ID program to have the Charlotte to
Washington, DC corridor use the NCRR corridor through Durham and Orange counties. The
Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes use the NCRR corridor and frequent, safer, and more
reliable service is a great benefit to residents. I also support the new service proposed from
Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR corridor through Durham. NCDOT
proposes additional new corridors connecting Raleigh to Wilmington, Greenville, Hamlet,
Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All these corridors should extend through the
DCHCMPO study area including service to Durham’s existing station and other future stations.

I support Corridor ID program’s long-term vision for passenger rail service, and I am excited
about the opportunity that this will provide for my constituents. I strongly encourage the
selection of these corridors for further study.

Sincerely,

Senator Natalie Murdock
NC Senate District 20



February 28, 2023

Jason Orthner, P.E., CPM
NCDOT Rail Division Director
1 S. Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC, 27601

RE: Letter of Support for Salisbury, NC to Asheville, NC Future Passenger Rail Service via FRA Corridor
Identification and Development Program

Dear Jason:

Land of Sky Regional Council strongly supports passenger rail service from-Asheville to Salisbury. Our region
previously had passenger rail service for almost a century from 1880 to 1975. We believe bringing passenger rail
service back to Western North Carolina will benefit our region economically, culturally, and environmentally. There
have been efforts in WNC for almost 25 years to support improved rail service and connectivity. Many areas of
North Carolina benefit from passenger rail service but unfortunately our region has been left behind. Passenger rail
service can reduce vehicle traffic on our congested interstates, provide multiple environmental benefits including
cleaner air and it will provide another mode of transportation for the millions of annual visitors who travel to Western
North Carolina each year.

The first passenger train to Asheville from Salisbury arrived in 1880 and service continued until Southern terminated
itin 1975. In 1989, a Western North Carolina Rail Committee was organized to restore passenger service to
Asheville. In 1993-94, a study was commissioned by the North Carolina General Assembly to determine the best
route and infrastructure improvements needed to re-establish passenger rail to Asheville from Salisbury (the "S"
line). As aresult of this study NCDOT's Rail Division began a study of 35 grade crossings along the "S" line and
provided funds for upgrading stations along the route for multi-use purposes in Salisbury, Statesville, Morganton,
Marion and Old Fort. Property was purchased in Asheville for a new station site. At that time a total of 122
resolutions of support were passed by cities, towns, counties, Transportation Planning Organizations, Councils of
Government, Chambers of Commerce and other local economic development organizations along the "S" Line. A
similar set of resolutions were passed by the same governmental and ¢conomic entities "In Support of a Statewide
Initiative To Re-Establish a Passenger Rail Connection” in 2019. These resolutions came as a result of the WNC Rail
Committee's renewed efforts begun in 2016 to restore passenger service to Asheville and improve and expand freight
and tourist rail opportunities throughout the region.

of Sky Regional Council believes after nearly fifty years without a passenger train to Asheville, it is time to
rgbtore passenger rail service to Western North Carolina. Let me know if you have any questions.

Nathan Ramsey

Executive Director, Land of Sky Regional Council




FROM THE MAYOR'S OFFICE IN TOWN HALL

Mayor Nelson Wills
155 North Main Street
Cramerton, NC 28032

Mayor Scott Neisler
101 West Gold Street
Kings Mountain, NC 28086

Dear Mayor Neisler,

[ hope this letter finds you well. ] am writing today to offer you my letter of support for the passenger rail
service expansion gf the Piedmont NC line between Kings Mountain and Charlotte.

I believe that rail service is an integral part of any comprehensive transportation system and extremely
important for the future of North Carolina. There is a vital need to provide a strong and balanced
transportation system that promotes freight and passenger service in our area and I believe this expansion
would only offer to improve the lives of our citizens.

Rail service whether it be freight or passenger are a vital tool for economic development, workforce transit,
tourism and job creation in Gaston County. As a Mayor, [ hear every day about the congestion between
Mecklenburg and Gaston Counties. While I-85 and US 74 provides a direct connection between both
counties, it is one of the most congested transportation corridors in the Charlotte Region. This expansion
has the ability to help ease those issues our citizens face.

As the Mayor of Cramerton, [ fully support your cause to start the process of expansion through the FRA
grant process. I will be speaking with the Cramerton Board of Commissioners about this project and I will
work to help you improve this region through this endeavor. I will be presenting the attached resolution to
the Cramerton Board of Commissioners at our next workshop on March 2nd, 2023.

If you need anything else to prove my support, please feel free to reach out. Thank you for taking this
project on and working to improve our piece of North Carolina.

Best Regards,

/

Mayor Nelson Wills

Cramerton Town Hall - 155 North Main Street, Cramerton, North Carolina, 28032, USA

Cell: 704.905.1944 Town Hall: 704.824.4337 Email: nelson@cramerton.org
WWW.Cramerton.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TownofCramerton.com
Citizen Portal CTY: townofcramerton.bbeportal.com




Town of Cramerton Resolution No. 23-

TOWN OF CRAMERTON RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE EXPANSION OF THE PIEDMONT NC BY TRAIN
SERVICETO =

UPTOWN CHARLOTTE ~ CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT - CITY OF BELMONT ~
TOWN OF CRAMERTON at the VILLAGE OF MCADENVILLE- CITY OF LOWELL - CITY OF RANLO - BESSIMER CITY - CITY OF
GASTONIA - CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN

WHEREAS, rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation systerii for the State of North Carolina;
and there isa vital need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system that promotes freight and passenger
service; and is a vital tool for economic development, workforce: transit, tourlsm and job creation in both Mecklenburg
and Gaston Counties in the State of North Carolma, and :

WHEREAS, while I-85 and US 74 provides a direct cofiffection from Charlotte to Kings Mountain, it is one of the most
congested transportation corridors in the Charlotte Metrolma Reg;on, and

WHEREAS, the segment between 1-85 between the Catewba Rwer and |- 485 in Charlotte has the highest volumes,
with a 2015 average daily traffic countof 146,181, with said average daily tralﬁc count projected to increase to a
minimum 182,054 by 2040 [actual 2023 figures forecasted mur:h higher), and

WHEREAS, in 2018 Kings Mounmin and Gastonia requested a study to detefmine the feasibility of implementing a
new passenger rail service to connect: Uptown Charlotte and Charlotte Douglas International Airport to Belmont,
Gastonia and Kings Mountain and the implemenmtlon of such a new greenfield passenger rail would take
substantially longer. to physwally construct over the upgradlng of rails and maximization of existing rail infrastructure
according to experts in transpormtlon, and’

WHERAS, in concept the expanded Pledmont passenger rail service would begin in a much shorter time frame that
could immediately reduce traffic on I- 4—85 [-85 and US 74 beginning in Uptown Charlotte and ending in Kings
Mountain, through Gaston County with a park and ride connecting the following municipalities: Belmont, Cramerton /
McAdenville, Lowell, Ranio, Gastonia and Kings Mountain with the new Charlotte Gateway Station as well as being a
connector for the already establlshed Charlotte to Raleigh route.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESO LVED that the’ Town of Cramerton Board of Commissioners through adoption of this
resolution fully supports the creatidn of an attractive, marketable and cost effective passenger rail service expansion
of the Piedmont NC by Train between Kings Mountain and Uptown Charlotte, with stops at Charlotte Douglas
International Airport, Belmont, Cramerton/McAddenville (Christmastown, USA), Lowell, Ranlo, Bessemer City,
Gastonia and terminating at and returning from Kings Mountain.

Resolution of support adopted this day the 28t: day of February 2023

By: Nelson Wills, Mayor

Attest: Hanna Brown, Town Clerk




Town of Cramerton Resolution No. 23-

TOWN OF CRAMERTON RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE EXPANSION OF THE PIEDMONT NC BY TRAIN
SERVICE TO C

UPTOWN CHARLOTTE - CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT - CITY OF BELMONT -
TOWN OF CRAMERTON at the VILLAGE OF MCADENVILLE- CITY OF LOWELL - CITY OF RANLO - BESSIMER CITY - CITY OF
GASTONIA - CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN

WHEREAS, rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system for the State of North Carolina;
and there is a vital need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system that promotes freight and passenger
service; and is a vital tool for economic development, workforce tran51t tourism and job creation in both Mecklenburg
and Gaston Counties in the State of North Carohna, and . -

WHEREAS, while I-85 and US 74 prov1des a direct: connectlon from Charlotte to Kings Mountain, it is one of the most
congested transportation corridors in the Charlotte Metrolina Region; and

WHEREAS, the segment between [-85 between the Catawba River and I-485 ini-Charlotte has the highest volumes,
with a 2015 average daily traffic count of 146,181, with ‘said average daily traffic count projected to increase to a
minimum 182,054 by 2040 (actual 2023 figures forecasted. much higher); and

WHEREAS, in 2018 Kings Mounta!n and Gastonja requested a study to determine the feasibility of implementing a
new passenger rail service to connect Uptown Charlotte and Charlotte Douglas International Airport to Belmont,
Gastonia and Kings Mountain and the 1mplementatmn of such:a new greenfield passenger rail would take
substantially longer to physwally construct over the upgradlng of rails and maximization of existing rail infrastructure
according to experts in transportatlon and -~

WHERAS, in concept the expanded Pledmont passenger rail service would begin in a much shorter time frame that
could immediately reduce traffic on [-485 1-85 and US 74 beginning in Uptown Charlotte and ending in Kings
Mountain, through Gaston County witha park and ride connecting the following municipalities: Belmont, Cramerton /
McAdenville, Lowell, Ranlg, Gastonia and Kings Mountain with the new Charlotte Gateway Station as well as being a
connector for the already estabhshed Charlotte to Raleigh route.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Cramerton Board of Commissioners through adoption of this
resolution fully supports the creation.of an attractive, marketable and cost effective passenger rail service expansion
of the Piedmont NC by Train between Kings Mountain and Uptown Charlotte, with stops at Charlotte Douglas
International Airport, Belmont, Cramerton/McAddenville (Christmastown, USA), Lowell, Ranlo, Bessemer City,
Gastonia and terminating at and returning from Kings Mountain.

Resolution of support adopted this day the 28t day of February 2023

By: Nelson Wills, Mayor

Attest: Hanna Brown, Town Clerk
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North Carolina Metropolitan

MAYORS

= —W COALITION

Mr. Jason T. Orthner, P.E., CPM March 10, 2023
Rail Division Director

North Carolina Department of Transportation

1 South Wilmington Street

Raleigh, NC 27699-1553

Dear Mr. Orthner:

We write on behalf of the members of the NC Metropolitan Mayors Coalition (NC Metro Mayors).
As leaders of the NC Metro Mayors, we want to share with you, that our group representing
mayors of our state’s 32 larger cities have voted unanimously to support expansion of passenger
rail service; and, therefore wholeheartedly support North Carolina Department of Transportation’s
(NCDOT) application for ALL twelve corridors being submitted for the Federal Railroad
Administration’s Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID) program.

We believe that NCDOT’s vision for a state-wide passenger rail system that connects our cities and
rural communities across the state will provide incredible opportunities for our citizens. Adding to
“~atobust and growing effort to improve regional corridors with'cnnections to Washington, DC and
Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor, as well as planned southern connections to urban centers such as

Atlanta and Florida, we will grow a passenger rail system to serve generations to come.

The excitement for passenger rail amongst our mayors is palpable, and successful applications for
the Corridor ID program will be a huge help in continuing to build on that excitement. As leaders
of our state’s urban centers, | cannot emphasize enough just how we strongly believe in the
opportunity that passenger rail offers as we work hard to connect our citizens, both urban and
rural, to tools for a better quality of life and opportunities. Passenger rail is a badly needed
complement to our overburdened highway and air travel, one that can also help us combat climate
change, connect to urban, suburban and rural residents to jobs as well as open up areas of the
state that may not have benefitted from our state’s economic and population growth.

As a group, we are already looking for ways that we can aid the growth of passenger rail. Over the
coming months we will reach out to you to grow our efforts. We look forward to working with you,
Deputy Secretary White, Secretary Boyette, Governor Cooper — and other critical partners, such as
our elected representatives in the NC General Assembly and the US Congress, and other partners
such, Amtrak, USDOT and our local and state business leaders across our state as we continue to
build support for passenger rail.

We strongly support the important step of securing Corridor ID grants in all our corridors. As you

know, we stand ready and will work hard - bold action now will bear fruit for many years to come.
Sincerely,

B S

Mayor Bill Saffo, Wilmington

Mayor Pam Hemminger, Chapel Hill



Office of Mayor Pam Hemminger
Town of Chapel Hill

415 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
919-968-2714

March 10, 2023

Jason Orthner, P.E.,

Director NC Department of Transportation Rail Division
1S. Wilmington St.

Raleigh, NC 27601

RE: NCDOT CORRIDOR ID PROGRAM APPLICATION
Dear Mr. Orthner,

The Town of Chapel Hill supports the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) applications for the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID} program. NCDOT will
submit twelve (12) corridors for designation, many of which travel through and would provide enhanced intercity rail
connections for Durham, Hillsborough, and our broader three (3)-county study area. Chapel Hill supports NCDOT’s vision
for a safe and efficient passenger rail program connecting urban and rural communities across North Carolina.

The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor provides intercity passenger rail, to Durham now and Orange County in the
future, and freight service. NCRR has tremendous potential for increased intercity passenger rail service between North
Carolina’s rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities and beyond.

Our top priority for the Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC corridor using the NCRR corridor through
Durham and Orange counties. The Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes use the NCRR corridor and frequent, safer,
and more reliable service is a great benefit for our residents. We have participated in and supported several studies and
engineering analyses of infrastructure and new services on this corridor, and it can quickly move into design,
construction, and enhanced intercity rail service implementation.

We also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR corridor through
Durham. NCDOT proposes additional new corridors connecting Raleigh to Wilmington, Greenville, Hamlet, Morehead
City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All these corridors should extend through the Durham Chapel Hill Carrboro Metropolitan
Organization (DCHCMPO) study area including service to Durham’s existing station and other future stations. We
support Corridor ID program’s long-term vision for passenger rail service, and we are excited about the opportunity that
this will provide our member’s constituents. We strongly encourage the selection of these corridors for further study.

Sincerely

/e

Pam Hemminger
Chapel Hill Mayor
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February 27, 2023 (828) 659-0600

ToLL FREE 12 NC

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 800) £77-2576
Secretary of Transportation

U.S, Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

It has recently come to my attention that the City of Kings Mountain, North Carolina has submitted to the U.S.

Department of Transportation an application. for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor .

Identification and Development Program for the Expansion of the Rail Corridor from Kings Mountain to
Charlotte.

As you carefully assess candidates from across the nation, I trust that you will recognize the merit of the proposal
submitted by the City of Kings Mountain and appreciate that it upholds the original intent of the Corridor
Identification and Development Program.

Specifically, funding of this project will increase the efficiency and safety of rail service, with rail upgrades from
single to double track. This change would increase freight traffic efficiency and ridership, while providing
environmental benefits with the reduction of traffic congestion on North Carolina’s highways.

As a result, this program will help the City of Kings Mountain provide a strong and balanced transportation
system that promotes freight and passenger service. This project is a vital tool for economic development,
tourism, and job creation in the state of North Carolina.

Thank you for your consideration of the Kings Mountain’s application and my support for it. If you have any
questions, please contact MK Sowers of my staff at 202-225-2576 or M. Sow ersdimall house. ooy,

Sincerely, o
,

Patrick McHenry
Member of Congress

FRINTED GN RECYCLES PAFER

HickorY DisTRiICY OFFICE:



From: Paul Ballard

To: Collins, Cheryl]
Subject: [External] Support for the Salisbury to Ashevilie Passenger Rail Corridor
Date: Sunday, February 26, 2023 8:42:01 PM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an

attachment to Report Spam.
Hi Cheryl - Thanks for taking on this role of collecting the support letters and
documents for the passenger train corridor and service between Asheville and
Salisbury. We will, after a long absence of service, be able to connect once again
with the rest of the North American passenger rail network when this effort is
successful.

| bought my home in Weaverville, NC (eight miles from downtown Asheville) in 1996,
and this has been my base of operations ever since. My children grew up here and
have remained in Weaverville and Black Mountain, NC.

I have supported bringing back this service, first as a member of the Asheville
Chamber of Commerce passenger rail restoration committee in the late nineties and
for the last few years as a member of the Western North Carolina Rail Committee.

| believe in this project and commit to using the train service when it begins.

As you may know, | have started three regional rail lines as CEO of Public Transit and
Rail operating entities over the last several years. | have seen first-hand how the
communities respond when new passenger rail services are introduced. New
customers are created. Seniors and youth in particular embrace the service as an
alternative to driving, and progress is made on supporting the environment.

Economic Development also follows new train services. Grapevine, TX is an example
of how one of my startups changed travel patterns for the better and continues to
generate additional revenues and growth for the community. Retail jobs were created,
and new residential development generated. The TEXRail line that serves Grapevine
operates around the clock every day of the year. Beautiful new trains were purchased
and placed into service on this heavy rail line regulated by the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA). TEXRail operates between Downtown Fort Worth and DFW
Airport.

This train service to Asheville is critically needed for Western North Carolina. Air
service in Western NC is limited, congested, frequently delayed and very expensive.
Intercity bus service has been reduced to near elimination with one or two buses
operating at infrequent times.

The automobile, with all of its financial, safety and environmental drawbacks has
been the only option for Western North Carolina residents for too many years. It's
time for reestablishment of this viable and desirable alternative.



Thank you for considering my thoughts on this critically important issue.

Best regards,

Paul J Ballard

24 Oakland Street
Weaverville, NC 28787
828-989-8143 (C)



GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN Mailing Address:

" . . PO Box 1748
Metropolitan Planning Organization Gostonia, North Caroling 28053

J Physical Address:

150 South York Street

Gastonia, North Carolina 28052

March 1, 2023 Tel: {704) 866.4837

Fax: (704) 869.19460
Mr. Jason T. Orthner, Director

NCDOT Rail Division www.gclmpo.org
1S. Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

Subject: Letter of Support — Charlotte, NC to Kings Mountain, NC Intercity Passenger Rail
FRA Corridor ID Program

Mr. Orthner,

The Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization (GCLMPO) recognizes that rail service
is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system for the State of North Carolina, and that

there is a vital need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system that promotes both freight
and passenger service.

In December 2018, a study was completed to determine the feasibility of implementing a new rail service
to connect Kings Mountain, Gastonia, and Belmont with the Charlotte-Douglas International Airport and
continue to the new Charlotte Gateway Station. As an extension of Amtrak’s Piedmont and Carolinian
routes, the new service would provide an additional transportation connection between the rural
communities west of Charlotte to job centers in center city and beyond, benefiting economic

development, tourism, and access to jobs, housing, medical services, education and other key
destinations.

In October 2021, CONNECT Beyond was completed as a bold, regional mobility plan that sets the vision
for how to better connect the rural, suburban, and urban communities in 12 counties across North
Carolina and South Carolina. The CONNECT Beyond plan will guide and coordinate future mobility
investments for the next two decades and serve as a blueprint for implementing a robust, integrated
public transit network that will combine High Capacity Transit (HCT) lines, enhanced bus services, local
mobility options, and innovative transportation technologies to create a total mobility network for the

region. A passenger rail corridor from Charlotte to Kings Mountain is included in this plan as a Strategic
Mobility Corridor.

The GCLMPO supports NCDOT'’s application to the Federal Railroad Administration for the Corridor

Identification and Development Program for the Charlotte, NC to Kings Mountain, NC Intercity Passenger
Rail Corridor.

Respéctfyily Submitted,

andnP. Gates, AICP
GCLMPO Administrator

&ruiry; Belmont . Bessemer City . Bolling Springs . Cherryville . Cramerton . Datlas . Gastonia
Kings Mountain . LincolAton . Lowell . Mount Holly . Ranlo . Shelby . Stanley . Cleveland County . Gaston County . Lincoln County




GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN

VP

Metropofitan Flanning Organization

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE PASSENGER RAIL PROJECT:
KINGS MOUNTAIN — GASTONIA — BELMONT - CHARLOTTE

WHEREAS, rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system for the
State of North Carolina; and,

WHEREAS, there is a vital need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system that
promotes freight and passenger service; and,

WHEREAS, economic development, tourism and job creation will benefit through the

enhancement of a passenger rail system that serves the citizens of North Carolina and visitors to
our state; and,

WHEREAS, in 2018, Kings Mountain and Gastonia requested a study to determine the
feasibility of implementing a new passenger rail service to connect Kings Mountain, Gastonia,
and Belmont with the Charlotte-Douglas international Airport and Uptown Charlotte; and,

WHEREAS, in concept, the passenger rail service would begin in Kings Mountain, passing
through Bessemer City, providing a station stop in Gastonia, passing through Lowell, providing a

station stop in Belmont, providing a station stop at the Airport, and terminating at the new
Charlotte Gateway Station; and,

WHEREAS, the new service would provide an additional transportation connection
between the rural communities west of Charlotte to job centers; and,

WHEREAS, while I-85 provides a direct connection from Kings Mountain to Charlotte, it is
one of the most congested transportation corridors in the Charlotte Metrolina Region; and,

WHEREAS, in 2015, the portion of I-85 from Kings Mountain to Gastonia saw an Average

Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) of 106,393 and the portion running from Gastonia to I-77 in Charlotte
had an AADT of 119,756; and,

WHEREAS, in 2040, the portion of I-85 from Kings Mountain to Gastonia is projected to
carry 143,129 vehicles per day (vpd) and 160,156 vpd from Gastonia to |-77 in Charlotte; and,

WHEREAS, the segment of |-85 between the Catawba River and 1-485 in Charlotte has the

highest traffic volumes, with a 2015 AADT of 146,181 vpd, projected to increase to 182,054 vpd
by 2040; and,



WHEREAS, improvements to rail facilities will increase the efficiency and safety of rail
service, help attract new freight traffic and provide environmental benefits by reducing the
impact of traffic congestion on North Carolina’s highways; and,

WHEREAS, the future passenger rail track would need to be threaded into the Charlotte
Gateway Station track configuration, where space has been reserved at the new station for future
passenger rail services; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO Board, through the
adoption of this resolution, fully supports the creation of an attractive, marketable and cost
effective passenger rat Fatween Kings Mountain and Charlotte.

O Board Chairman

ichaTw
Gaston-C “Lincoln MPO

ATTESTED:

R&ndi P. bates, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner
Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO Administrator

Resolution adopted upon a2 motion  of ’ \_"l r. Em m , seconded
by __ MK Ervin _, by a vote of the majority of the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO
Board.

North Carolina
Gaston County

I, Kristen N. Wheeler, a Notary Public for said County and State, do hereby certify that Richard

Turner personally appeared before me on this the 2% day of January, 2020, and acknowledge
the due execution of the foregoing instrument.

Witness my hand and official seal, this the 13 day of January, 2020.

Kribten N. Wheeler
Notary Public

ool iy KRISTEN N WHEELER
9 Notary Public, North Carolina
[T Gaston County

My ngzisslﬁn Esplres

My Commission expires May 10, 2023.



Western North Carolina Rail Committee, Inc.
PO Drawer 700
Marion, NC 28752

February 24, 2023

As Co-Chair of the Western North Carolina Rail Committee, Inc. made up of local governments,
economic developers and passenger and freight rail advocates from Salisbury to Murphy, let me express
our organization's strong endorsement of the proposed passenger rail corridor from Salisbury to
Asheville.

By way of background, you should know that the first passenger train to Asheville from Salisbury arrived
in 1880 and service continued until Southern terminated it in 1975. In 1989, a Western North Carolina
Rail Committee was organized to restore passenger service to Asheville. In 1993-4, a study was
commissioned by the North Carolina General Assembly to determine the best route and infrastructure
improvements needed to re-establish passenger rail to Asheville from Salisbury (the "S" line). As a result
of this study NCDOT's Rail Division began a study of 35 grade crossings along the "S" line and provided
funds for upgrading stations along the route for multi-use purposes in Salisbury, Statesville, Morganton,
Marion and Old Fort. Property was purchased in Asheville for a new station site. At that time a total of
122 resolutions of support were passed by cities, towns, counties; Transportation Planning
Organizations, Councils of Government, Chambers of Commerce and other local economic development
organizations along the "S" Line. A similar set of resolutions were passed by the same governmental and
economic entities "In Support of a Statewide Initiative to Re-Establish a Passenger Rail Connection" in
2019. These resolutions came as a result of the WNC Rail Committee's renewed efforts begun in 2016 to
restore passenger service to Asheville and improve and expand freight and tourist rail opportunities
throughout the region.

The work of the WNC Rail Committee continues and it is hoped that, after nearly 50 years without a
passenger train to Asheville, service can be restored to such an important destination location.

Sincerely,

Ray Rapp

Ray Rapp, Co-Chair
Western North Carolina Rail Committee, Inc.

Western North Carolina
Rail Committee, Inc.

Western North Carolina Rail Committee Inc is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation with focus on
rail freight, rail excursions and passenger rail access in Western North Carolina.



DON DAVIS By COMMITTEE ON

FIRST DISTRICT, NORTH CAROLINA e i AGRICULTURE
R COMMITTEE ON
ARMED SERVICES

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
HoOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

June 14, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

[ write to support North Carolina Department of Transportation’s application to the Federal
Railroad Administration to expand the state’s rail corridor. This project would benefit the first
district as Rocky Mount sits on the Raleigh to Weldon portion of the corridor.

Funding for this project will increase the safety and efficiency of rail service in eastern North
Carolina by the upgrade from single to double track, thus enabling greater freight volume and
additional commuter service. The area’s economic development depends on the ability to attract
industry which requires the availability of in-demand workers. Fast and easy access to Raleigh and
the triangle area is key, which this application would grant.

Thank you for considering this critical infrastructure project which would benefit eastern North

Carolina.

Respectfully,

Don Davis

Member of Congress

DONDAVIS.HOUSE.GOV

WASHINGTON, D.C. GREENVILLE ONLINE
1123 LoNcworTr HOB 1710 F. ARURGTON BOULEVARD DONDAVE.HOUSE.GOV
Wastovcton, DG 20515 SurTE A FACEBOOK.COM/REFDONDAVIS
FHONE: (202) 225-3101 CreenviLLe, NC 27858

TWITTER: @REPDONDAVIS

PrONF: (182 999-7600 INSTAGRAM: G@REPDONDAVS



PO LLLL TN

Southwestern Commission

125 Bonnie Lane, Sylva, NC 28779 | 8285861962 regiona.org

February 27, 2023

Jason Orthner

NCDOT Rail Division Director
1S. Wilmington Street
Raleigh, NC 27601

Re: Support for Salisbury to Asheville Passenger Rail Corridor
Dear Mr. Orthner:

The Southwestern Rural Planning Organization provides transportation planning services to the six far
western counties of North Carolina. Our region extends over two hours’ drive-time west of Asheville and
over six hours from Raleigh, presenting significant challenges for residents who need to access services in__.
our state capital and beyond.

We believe that restoring passenger rail service from Asheville to Salisbury would provide numerous
benefits and opportunities for the residents of far western NC. Currently, transportation options from rural
western North Carolina to other cities are both costly and time-consuming. A round-trip from Murphy to
Raleigh takes 12 hours and costs $460 at the current IRS mileage rate. This cost limits our ability to actively
participate in our state government, restricts opportunities to attend professional development events,
access museums and universities, and advocate for our communities in the legislature. The ability to travel
by train would be much more cost-effective and enable us to work, study, or rest while traveling, providing
greater equity for the residents of western North Carolina.

Additionally, the high crash rate on Interstate 40 between Asheville and Raleigh poses safety concerns for
our residents. The implementation of a passenger rail system would offer a much safer transportation
option with substantially lower risk of being involved in a catastrophic automobile crash. A passenger rail
service from Asheville would decrease the number of passenger vehicles on the road, resulting in a
significant reduction in carbon emissions and improvement of air quality and human health.

We are enthusiastic about the possibility of restoring passenger rail service from Salisbury to Asheville, and
we strongly support NCDOT's application to FRA’s Corridor ID program. Thank you for your attention and
consideration.

Hose Buugun”

Rose Bauguess,
Transportation Planner

Cherckee County Clay County Graham County Jackson County Macon County Swain County
Andrews Hayesville Fontana Dam Dilishoro Franklin Bryson City
Murphy Lake Santeetlah Forest Hills Highlands

Robbinsville Sylva

Webster



North Carolina General Assembly
Senator Graig Meyer
16 W. Jones Street, Room 1121
Raleigh, NC 27601-1096
919 733-5804
Graig.Meyer@ncleg.gov

March 9, 2023

Jason Orthner, P.E., Director

NC Department of Transportation Rail Division
1 S. Wilmington St.

Raleigh, NC 27601

RE: NCDOT CORRIDOR ID PROGRAM APPLICATION
Dear Mr. Orthner:

As the North Carolina state senator representing Orange County, I am pleased to provide this letter echoing the support that
the Durham Chapel Hill Carrboro Metropolitan Planning Organization (DCHCMPO) has indicated for the North Carolina
Department of Transportation’s (INCDOT) applications for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor
Identification and Development (Corridor ID) progiam. NCDOT will submit twelve (12) corridors for designation, inany of
which travel through and would provide enhanced intercity rail connections for Durham, Hillsborough, and our broader three
(3)-county study area. I agree with DCHCMPO’s support of and also endorse NCDOT’s vision for a safe and efficient
passenger rail program connecting urban and rural communities across North Carolina.

The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor provides intercity passenger rail, to Durham now and Orange County in the
future, and freight service. NCRR has tremendous potential for increased intercity passenger rail service between NC's
rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities and beyond. I believe this will be a vital link for all our communities in the future.

DCHCMPQO’s top priority for the Corridor ID program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC corridor using the NCRR corridor
through Durham and Orange counties. The Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak routes use the NCRR corridor and frequent,
safer, and more reliable service is a great benefit for our residents. The DCHCMPO has participated in and supported several
studies and engineering analyses of infrastructure and new services on this corridor, and it can quickly move into design,
construction, and enhanced intercity rail service implementation.

1 would also be in favor of the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR corridor
through Durham. NCDOT proposes additional new corridors connecting Raleigh to Wilmington, Greenville, Hamlet,
Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Weldon. All these corridors should extend through the DCHCMPO study area including
service to Durham’s existing station and other future stations.

In addition, I also offer my support of Corridor ID program’s long-term vision for passenger rail service, and I am excited
about the opportunity that this will provide to constituents. I strongly encourage the selection of these corridors for further
study,

Sincerely,

Graig Meyer

GM/dbq



Nuovth Qaroling General Assembly
Serte

SENATOR TED ALEXANDER
44TH DISTRICT

March 1, 2023

To Whom it may Concern:

As senator of North Carolina District 44, which includes Cleveland County where | reside, and as
former Mayor of Shelby, | am pleased to offer my support for the expansion of the Piedmont NC by
train service from Kings Mountain to Charlotte.

Being arural community, Cleveland County has undergone persistent-change. Over the past century,
our community experienced the dramatic upheaval of the textile industry; however, it has continued
to reinvent itself and grow. Today, our diversified economy includes technology-based industry,
thriving small businesses, as well as arts and culture pursuits. Cleveland County—Kings Mountain in
particular, is rapidly becoming a “bedroom community” to Charlotte commuters.

While [-85 and US 74 provide a direct connection from Kings Mountain to Charlotte, it is one of the
most congested transportation corridors in the Charlotte Metrolina Region. The segment of I-85
between the Catawba River and 1-485 in Charlotte has the highest traffic volumes in the area.
Insufferable traffic congestion affects everyone in the area from residents to visitors to business and
deliveries. It is long past time to consider other options.

Transportation studies determined implementing a new passenger rail service would take substantial
longer to physically construct over upgrading the rails and existing rail infrastructure. The Piedmont
passenger rail service is expected to begin in a shorter time frame that could immediately reduce
traffic on roads beginning in Kings Mountain with a park and ride connecting several cities.

| fully support the creation of cost-effective and marketable passenger rail service expansion of the
Piedmont NC by Train between Kings Mountain and Charlotte. | humbly appreciate and thank you for

this opportunity to express my support.

Sincerely,

Sen. W. Teg Aw



TIM RADFORD

MAYOR, TOWN OF MURPHY
PO Box 130, Murphy, North Carolina 28906
(828) 837-2510 - MayorTimRadford@gmail.com

Monday, February 27, 2023

SUPPORT OF CORRIDOR IDENTIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM TO RE-
ESTABLISH A PASSENGER RAIL CONNECTION FOR SALISBURY TO ASHEVILLE

To whom it may concern,

As Mayor of Murphy, NC and a member of the WNC Rail Committee, | see tremendous value in
providing passenger service between Asheville and Salisbury.

Western North Carolina has been without a passenger rail connection since 1975 and there is a

vital need to provide a strong and balanced transportation system that promotes both freight

and passenger service. A passenger rail system will greatly enhance accessibility and reliability

for citizens, tourists and businesses in western North Carolina, and by extension to the entire
-.state of North Carolina.

I’m the Mayor of the Town of Murphy which is 2 hours west of Asheville. We are closer to 5
state capitals than we are to Raleigh. There is currently not a great option for the residents in
my community to enjoy transportation by rail, but with an expansion to Asheville, that could
change how we travel long distances. It would be of even greater value to those citizens who
live in and around Asheville.

Rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system for the State of North
Carolina and | offer my full support for the Salisbury to Asheville connection.

Sincerely,

ol

Tim Radford



City of Conover

March 1, 2023

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to you on behalf of the City of Conover to give full support towards the reestablishment of
passenger rail service for Western North Carolina (WNC) and particularly for the communities served by
the Salisbury-Asheville rail connection which will include the City of Conover.

We recognize that the Western North Carolina region has been without a passenger rail connection since
1975. Rail service is already integral to the transportation system of goods in North Carolina. Now,
there is a strong need to provide a transportation system that promotes both freight and passenger service.
Economic development, tourism and job creation will benefit through the re-establishment of a passenger
rail system that serves the citizens of North Carolina and visitors to our state.

The City of Conover is a growing community with a strong focus on economic development and will
have a direct benefit from this installation. Conover’s own rail station, called Conover Station, is within
walking distance to the Conover business district and other key areas within the Conover community.
The rail station is also within a short driving distance to other busy communities in this area being only a
ten-minute drive to the City of Hickory and less than an hour drive to Charlotte.

Currently, travel by way of Interstate 40 tends to be slow and congested due to heavy traffic and
construction. With the installation of the passenger rail system, our citizens will gain an alternate mode
of transportation to the City of Asheville and other stops along the line. It will also create a regional
bond that connects Conover’s citizens not just to Asheville but by extension to the entire State of North
Carolina. An accessible, reliable, and safe mode of transportation is important for citizens, tourists, and
local businesses.

The WNC Rail Committee is committed to working with the local communities to effectively market
passenger rail service in WNC and provide other local assistance/services as appropriate to help insure
the service’s long-term success. The City of Conover supports this endeavor and hopes that you will
consider the re-establishment of the passenger rail service for Western North Carolina.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Any support that you can give to move this project forward,
would be appreciated.

If you have any questions, please contact me by e-mail at tom.hart@conovernc.gov.

Sincerely,

Tl 0t/

Tom Hart
City Manager

[Post Office Box 549 | Conover, North Carolina | 28613 | voice/tdd (828) 464-1191 | fax (828) 465-5177]
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YILLAGE oF

PINEHURST

HISTORY, CHARM, AND SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY.

i

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

On behalf of the Village of Pinehurst I am writing to support the Raleigh to Riclvhond Innovating
Rail Program — Phases I4 and II application for the Federal Rail Administration’s Federal-State
Partnership for Intercity Passenger Rail Program fiscal year 2022 grant program. The Raleigh to
-Richmond Innovating Rail Program is being advanced as a partnership between the North Carolina
Department of Transportation (NCDOT) and the Virginia Passenger Rail Authority (VPRA).

The intent of the program is to advance the development of the federally designated Southeast
Corridor by providing engineering design for infrastructure improvements and construction of the
S-Line, a critical missing link in the Southeast network. This important step in development will
support network resiliency for freight as well as expanded high-performance intercity rail service
from Raleigh, North Carolina to Richmond, Virginia and beyond.

Although the current Phase IA and II focus is on the S-Line between Richmond and Raleigh, we
recognize that the State of North Carolina, with federal help, plans for expansion of commuter and
intercity rail service beyond this initial project. In the future, Pinchurst, the golf capital of America,
could benefit from better access by rail. We only have one Amtrak train a day and have not had
commercial air service in two decades. Citizens and visitors usually fly in and out of
Raleigh/Dutham (RDU), 70 miles away. Expanded train service could help in a number of ways,
such as offering service to and from Cary, near RDU, with connecting shuttles to the airport
terminals. With the current project, which will cut at least one hour from the Raleigh-Richmond

running time, using Amtrak service between Southern Pines (the station serving Pinehurst) and

ADMINISTRATION
395 Magnolia Road ¢ Pinehusst, NC 28374 ¢ Telephone (910) 295-1900 ¢ Fax (910) 295-4434 « wwwivopnc.otg




Washington, could eventually be a train trip of 4-5 hours compared to 6-7 or often more driving
on [-95. Commuters from our area, and there are already many, could also use commuter train
service to reach jobs and events in the Raleigh area, or reach other employment areas along the

line,

Thank you for your consideration of the Raleigh to Richmond Innovating Rail Program - Phases
IA and I1, and for support of subsequent developments of the S-Line project that will help our

citizens, our visitors, and the environment.

Sincerely,

ST & iy Oy ey A

John Strickiand
Mayor, Village of Pinehurst e

Cec: Jason Orthner, NCDOT Rail Division Director




Great Place. Great People. Great Promise.

Office of the Mayor

March 2, 2023

Mr. Jason T. Orthner, Director
NCDOT Rail Division

1553 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1553

Subject: Letter of Support — Charlotte to Kings Mountain Passenger Rail
FRA Corridor ID Program

Mr. Orthner,

The City of Gastonia recognizes that rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive
transportation system for the State of North Carolina, and that there is a vital need to
provide a strong and balanced transportation system that promotes both freight and
passenger service.

In December 2018, a study was completed to determine the feasibility of implementing a
new rail service to connect Kings Mountain, Gastonia, and Belmont with the Charlotte-
Douglas International Airport and continue to the new Charlotte Gateway Station. As an
extension of Amtrak’s Piedmont and Carolinian routes, the new service would provide an
additional transportation connection between the rural communities west of Charlotte to
job centers in center city and beyond, benefiting economic development, tourism, and
access to jobs.

The City of Gastonia supports NCDOT’s application to the Federal Railroad
Administration for the Corridor Identification and Development Program for the Charlotte
to Kings Mountain Intercity Passenger Rail Corridor.

Sincerely,
Q. €. Kecdm”

Walker E. Reid, TII
Mayor

P.O. Box 1748 * Gastonia, NC 28053-1748 ¢ Phone: 704.866.6761 * Fax: 704.864.9732
www.cityofgastonia.com



I CITY MANAGER
CITY OF DURHAM

March 1, 2023

Jason Orthner, P.E., Director

NC Department of Transportation
Rail Division

1S. Wilmington St.

Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr. Orthner:

I write to express the City of Durham’s support for the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT)
applications for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) Corridor Identification and Development (Corridor ID)
program. NCDOT is submitting twelve corridors for the program, many of which travel through and would
provide enhanced intercity rail connections for Durham, and we appreciate and support the department’s
extensive vision for a safe and efficient passenger rail program in North Carolina connecting urban and rural
communities.

The North Carolina Railroad (NCRR) corridor crosses through Durham providing freight and intercity passenger
rail service. The corridor has tremendous potential for even more intercity passenger rail service between North
Carolina’s rapidly growing Piedmont Crescent cities located along the NCRR corridor between Chariotte and
Raleigh, as well as more frequent rail connections to Washington, DC and beyond, and new connections
between rural and urban communities in eastern and western North Carolina.

The City of Durham’s top priority for the FRA Corridor |D program is the Charlotte to Washington, DC corridor
using the NCRR corridor through Durham. This corridor is used today by the Piedmont and Carolinian Amtrak
routes, and more frequent, safer, and more reliable service would be a great benefit for our residents. The City
of Durham has participated in and supported several studies and engineering analyses of infrastructure and new
services on this corridor. 1t is well-positioned to move quickly into design, construction, and implementation of
enhanced intercity rail service.

We also support the new service proposed from Winston-Salem to Raleigh that would use the NCRR corridor
through Durham. NCDOT has proposed several new corridors connecting Raleigh to Wilmington, Greenville,
Hamlet, Morehead City, Fayetteville, and Welidon. All these corridors should include the consideration of
extension through Durham and beyond to truly provide a statewide interconnected passenger rail network.

101 City Hall Plaza, Second Floor, Durham NC 27701 919.560.4222 BurhamNC.gov Follow Us @CityofDurhamNC

00 6



Page |2

The FRA Corridor ID program provides an opportunity to advance Durham’s environmental, economic, and
equity goals. Intercity passenger rail service provides alternatives to reduce emissions of harmful pollutants
while providing more affordable transportation options, along with improved safety at railroad and roadway
crossings, access for residents facing significant transportation barriers, enhanced economic competitiveness for
the growth of business and industry, and better quality of life for our residents.

The City of Durham supports the FRA’s goals to use the Corridor ID program to establish a long-term vision for
passenger rail service, and we are excited about the opportunity that this will provide for Durham. Please give
NCDQOT's applications full consideration, and we strongly encourage the selection of these corridors for further
study. If you would like any additional information about the City's application, please contact Sean C. Egan,
Director of Transportation, at sean.egan@durhamnc.gov or 919-937-8883.

Sincerely,

g

Wanda S: Page — -
City Manager

101 City Halt Piaza, Second Floor, Durham NC 27701 919.560.4222 DurhamNC.gov Follow Us @CityofDurhamNC

00 ©
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VILLAGE OF

PINEHURST

HISTORY, CHARM, AND SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY.

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

On behalf of the Village of Pinehurst I am writing to support the Raleigh to Rich¥hond Innovating
Rail Program — Phases IA and IT application for the Federal Rail Administration’s Federal-State
Partnership for Intercity Passenger Rail Program fiscal year 2022 grant program. The Raleigh to
Richmond Innovating Rail Program is being advanced as a partnership between the North Carolina
Department of Transportation NCDOT) and the Virginia Passenger Rail Authority (VPRA).

The intent of the program is to advance the development of the federally designated Southeast
Corridor by providing engineering design for infrastructure improvements and construction of the
S-Line, a critical missing link in the Southeast network. This important step in development will
support network resiliency for freight as well as expanded high-performance intercity rail service
from Raleigh, North Carolina to Richmond, Virginia and beyond.

Although the current Phase IA and II focus is on the S-Line between Richmond and Raleigh, we
recognize that the State of North Carolina, with federal help, plans for expansion of commuter and
intercity rail service beyond this initial project. In the future, Pinehurst, the golf capital of America,
could benefit from better access by rail. We only have one Amtrak train a day and have not had
commercial air service in two decades. Citizens and visitors usuvally fly in and out of
Raleigh/Durham (RDU), 70 miles away. Expanded train service could help in a number of ways,
such as offering service to and from Cary, near RDU, with connecting shuttles to the airport
terminals. With the current project, which will cut at least one hour from the Raleigh-Richmond

running time, using Amtrak service between Southern Pines (the station serving Pinehurst) and

ADMINISTRATION
395 Magnolia Road ¢ Pinehutst, NC 28374 ¢ Telephone (910) 295-1900 + Fax (910) 295-4434 « www.vopnc.otg




Washington, could eventually be a train trip of 4-5 hours compared to 6-7 or often more driving
on I-95, Commuters from our area, and there are already many, could also use commuter train

service to reach jobs and events in the Raleigh area, or reach other employment areas along the

line,

Thank you for your consideration of the Raleigh to Richmond Innovating Rail Program — Phases
IA and 11, and for support of subsequent developments of the S-Line project that will help our

citizens, our visitors, and the environment.

Sincerely,

John Strickland
Mayor, Village of Pinehurst — e

Ce: Jason Orthner, NCDOT Rail Division Director



CITY OF GOLDSBORO
AGENDA MEMORANDUM
FEBRUARY 2, 2009 COUNCIL MEETING

SUBJECT: Municipal Agreement between the City of Goldsboro and the
North Carolina Department of Transportation

BACKGROUND: "The City of Goldsboro and the North Carolina Department of )
Transportation (NCDOT) began discussing a partnership between
the two entities several years ago to address the interest to acquire
and restore Union Station located at 101 N. Carolina Street,
Goldsboro, NC. The purpose of the acquisition and the restoration

is for future reuse of the building and property as a multi-modal
transportation facility housing Gateway, our local transit system

and commuter and passenger rail services. Additional uses such as
Greyhound Bus Lines may be relocated there as well. Acquisition
of the Station was made possible by NCDOT August 15, 2007,

e et e

—— DISCUSSION: The City of Goldsboro-and the NCDOT entered into an agreement
on November 20,2007 for the preparation of a stabilization study._.____

ez and assessment report of the condition of the Union Station
structure and site; development of stabilization plans; development

= of a conceptual master plan far future use and construction of

necessary stabilization improvements . It is the intention of ——
NCDOT to transfer ownership.of Union Station to the City of
Goldsboro in order to maintain a viable transportation corridor.

The City of Goldsib_om_aqd,NQDQT. wish to supplement the -
aforementioned agreement adding or amending the following
provisions:

¢ [Estimated project cost increased from $1 million to $1.2
million.

» The Municipality agrees to reimburse the Department to the
extent of ten percent (10%) of the actual costs of expenditures,
including administrative, appraisal, survey and closing costs,
which the Department incutred to acquire the Station and site,
including removal of all obstructions of any kind or character
necessary for the stabilization improvement. After execution of
this agreement, NCDOT will submit an invoice and supporting
documentation to the City of Goldsboro for its part of the
acquisition costs and payment shall be made within 30 days.



* Upon conclusion of the stabilization improvements by
NCDOT, and receipt and deposit of the payment from the City
of Goldsboro for acquisition costs, NCDOT will convey
ownership of Union Station and site in an “as is” condition to
the City of Goldsboro. NCDOT will prepare a deed and title to
the City of Goldsboro free and clean of all liens and
encumbrances.

* The City of Goldsboro agrees that the station can be used by
other entities including NCDOT for rail passenger and other
transit related uses, as needed, during the useful life of the
project. The City of Goldsboro shall make available
appropriate space as required to resume active rail/transit use
of the facility to assure continuation of the corridor’s perpetual
use for railroad/transit purposes. NCDOT and other entities =
shall provide the City of Goldsboro 6 months wntten notice of- -
the intent to resume active rail/transit status,. — —

o The City of Goldsboro shall assume ownershlp, all liability and _

e — . maintenance.responsibilities for the station and site- upon—=—
. conveyance of the title. . NCDOT shall- be-indemnified-and ———

————saved harmless from any and all claims for damagésand = --

~_Tiabilifies associated with the statlon and site upon transfer to“" -
. == the City of Goldsboro.
O—The{hty of Goldsboro shall be solely responsible for-any
damages caised by the existence of contaminated and/or
hazardous material and shall save NCDOT harmless from any--
—legal-actions arising as a result of said- matenal—’l’h—Clty of —
Goldsboro, to the extent allowable by law, shall be responsible="
for ensuring compliance with all State, Federal; and local
. envifonment laws and regulations and ordinances and-shall-
indemnify NCDOT against any fines, assessments or other
penalties resulting from noncompliance; — -

RECOMMENDATION: By motion, adopt the supplements to the Municipal Agreement
between the City of Goldsboro and the North Carolina Department

of Transportation.
Date: / /‘27 /9?’ W /
“/ L blrector

Date: /" e -')'*89' L__

ty M a‘iﬁéer’ Z



1/7/09
NORTH CAROLINA
- WAYNE COUNTY

NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION ,
SUPPLEMENTAL MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT
AND
TIP NUMBER: P-3418
) WBS Element: 41529
CITY OF GOLDSBORO

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into on the last date executed below, by and
between the DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, an agency of the State of North Carolina,

hereinafter referred to as the Department, and the CITY.OF GOLDSBORO, a municipal corporation, —

hereinafter referred to as the Municipality:

WTTNESSETH™ - : gzt

= == -— " WHEREAS, the Department and the Municipality, on the 20™ day of November, 2007,

- = - - = entered into a certain Municipal Agreement-for the preparation of a stabilization study and ‘-

—  assessment report of the condition of-the " Goldsbora-Union Station structure and site; development— —.
- of stabilization plans; development of a’conceptual master plans for future use of the.station andthe

;,

~=-—-site, and construction of necessary stabilization improvements in order to secure the ‘Station from
o any further deterioration; under WBS 41429; and, ._

= WHEREAS, the Department, on the 10" dayof August, 2007 purchased the Goldsboro

e

1[!] :
'llh“

“=77 Union Station from a private entity.in"6rdér To securg the perpetual use of the facility for
railroad/transit purposes; and T i == S

WHEREAS, subject to the terms hefein after set forth, the Department’s intention is to

——transfer ownership of the.Goldsboro.Union_Statﬁqn{.p»the City of Goldsboro in order to maintain-a—-

viable transportation corridor; and, T

WHEREAS, the parties hereto now wish to supplement the aforementioned Agreement
whereby the following provisions are amended and added:

‘Provision 2. (A) is amended to change the estimated cost of the project from $1,000,000 to
$1,200,000.

The following provisions are added:

6. The Municipality agrees to reimburse the Department to the extent of ten percent (10%) of
the actual cost of all expenditures, including administrative, appraisal, survey, and closing costs,
which the Department incurred to acquire the Goldsboro Union Station and site, including removal
of all obstructions of any kind or character necessary for the stabilization improvement. Upon
execution of this Agreement by the Municipality, the Department will submit an invoice, with



supporting documentation, to the Municipality for its proportionate part of the acquisition cost.
Payment to the Department shall be made within thirty (30) days of invoicing by the Department.

7. -Upon conclusjon of the stabilization imprevements by the Department, and receipt and
deposit of the payment from the Municipality for acqunsntlon costs, the Department will convey
ownership of the Goldsboro Union Station and site in an “as is” condition to the City of Goldsboro.
The Department wilt prepare the deed of conveyance and deliver the deed and title to the
Municipality free and clean of all liens and encumbrances.

8. The Municipality agrees that the Station can be used by other entities, including the
Department, for rail passenger and other transit related uses, as needed, during the Useful Life of
the project. The Municipality shall make available appropriate space as required to resume active
rail /transit use of the facility to assure continuation of the corridor's perpetual use for railroad/transit
purposes. The Department/other entities shall give the Municipality six months (6) written notice of
the intent to resume active rail/transit status. .

9. . The Municipality shall assume-ownership, all liability and maintenance responsibilities for-the
station and site upon conveyance of the title. The Department shall be indemnified and saved
harmless from any and all claims for damages and liabilities associated with the statlon and sute‘
upon transfer of ownership to the Mun|C|paI|ty

10. The Municipality shall be solely responsible for any damages caused by the"

contaminated and/or hazardous material-and shall save the Department, harmless from" any legal -
actions arising as a resulf of said material. Furthermore, the Municipality, to the extent allowable by.

_law, shall be responsible_for.ensuring-compliance with all State, Federal, and local-environmental—-—
laws and regulations and-ordinances and shall indemnify the Department against any fines—— ——
assessments or other penaitles resulting from noncompliance.

~ Except as herelnabove provided, the A Agreement heretofore executed by the Department and
the Municipality on the 20" day of November, 2007, is ratified and affirmed as thereln prowded



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed, in duplicate, the day and year
heretofore set out, on the part of the Department and the Municipality by authority duly given.

L. S
ATTEST

CLERK

Approved by the City Council of the City of Goldsboro as ’gttestéd by the signature of
YW hs5s ¢ hie ey, Clerk of the City Council, on ¥ Gt ! d. 5| (date).

(MUNICIPAL SEAL) This instrument has been pre-audited

J— in the manner required by the Local —
= Government Budget and-Figeal—————"—
—_—— Control-Act.

—t'—* — W Sheme————

MuriieipahFinance Officer——

. Federal Tax IdentiﬁcationNL_lmbeF:; —_

Se ' 56-6000228 =
' Municipality of Goldsboro-—— o

Remittance Address;—==:—==
200 North Center Street
Goldsboro, NC 27530

DEPARIM_ENT‘ QF TRANSPORTATION
i \L/h. ;‘«-——-.__)'kﬂ._, Z—IIIQ/ZDa?

TITLE: DERTY B Cor TRANSTT

APPROVED BY BOARD OF TRANSPORTATION ITEM O: 2/ 5’,100‘31
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Newton, Craig M

From: Newton, Craig M

Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2009 3:02 PM

To: Marshall, Sylvia W

Ce: Newton, Craig M

Subject: FW: City of Goldsboro - Supplemental Agreement - P-3418

Sylvia

1 received your voice mail regarding the agreement for Goldsboro. 1 sent it to Debbie Vick via interoffice mail on
Feb 20" and will send another copy to you today.

Craig

From: Newton, Craig M

Sent: Friday, Febjary 20, 2009 10: 21 AM
To: 'Julie Thompson'; LHgan, Tasha

Cc: Vick, Debbie O.; Marshall, Sylvia W; Amato, Denise T; Newton, Craig M

SubjectLCityfoﬂGpIdsborg':-:Supplemental Agreement - P-3418 S —

Tasha and Julie ) —
_The SuonngggtgLAg&emgumas_heeniuﬂy executed by NCDOT and | will mail the City’s.original today. This—-

supplement increases the-total project cost to $1,200,000, and allows for r conveyance of thestation to the City. |

will send copiesof the agreement to Denise and Debbie as well.
Thanks - —

~_Craig

___Craig M. Newton; PE

____Senior| ELo;ecLEngmeer ——t =
NCDOT Rail Division

1553 Mail Service Center =
Raleigh NC27699-15653——
919-733-7245 x253

Email correspondence to and from this sender is subject to the N.C. Public Records Law and may be disciosed to third parties.

3/11/2009
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Newton, Craig M

From: Newton, Craig M

Sent:  Friday, February 20, 2009 10:21 AM
To: 'Julie Thompson'; Logan, Tasha

Cc:

Vick, Debbie O.; Marshall, Sylvia W; Amato, Denise T; Newton, Craig M.

Subject: City of Goldsboro - Supplemental Agreement - P-3418

Tasha and Julie

The Supplemental Agreement has been fully executed by NCDOT and | will mail the City’s original today. This

supplement increases the total project cost to $1,200,000, and allows for conveyance of the station to the City. 1
will send copies of the agreement to Denise and Debbie as well.

Thanks
Craig

Craig M. Newton, PE

Senior Project Engineer

NCDOT Rail Division

15563 Mail Service Center _

Raleigh NC 27699-1553 3 = I =

- 919-733-7245 X253 =

2/20/2009







NORTH CAROLINA

WAYNE COUNTY
10/12/2007
NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION
MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT
AND
WBS ELEMENT: 41529
CITY OF GOLDSBORO

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into on the last date executed below, by and
between the North Carolina Department of Transportation, an agency of the State of North

Carolina, hereinafter referred to as the “Department” and the City of Goldsboro, a municipal

corporation, hereinafter referred to as the “Municipality”. = —

WHEREAS, the Departm;tvand the‘_MUnicipality propose to conduct a stabilization—=——

survey and assessment, dévelop’plans to %cure and stabilize the Goldsboro Union Station—

structure and surrounding sité"and make nécessary temporary improvements, and prepare’a-

conceptual master plan for the site_and Station, all of which_is hereinafter referredto as the

Project, and, = —u_ . —

WHEREAS, the Department and the Municipality are authorized by the following
legislation: G.S. 136-66.1 and 136-66.3 to participate in the planning of a project approved by
the Board of Transportation for the safe and efficient utilization of transportation systems for the
public good; and,

WHEREAS, the Municipality has agreed to participate in the cost of this Project with the

Department agreeing to coordinate and oversee the work in accordance with the provisions

hereinafter set forth.



NOW, THEREFORE, the parties hereto, each in consideration of the promises and
undertaking of the other as herein provided, do hereby covenant and agree, each with the other, as
follows:

1. The Department shall utilize its limited service agreement contracts to select the private
consulting firm to provide professional services in Wayne County. The Department shall bid and
oversee construction of the Project. The professional services and construction contracts shall be
administered and performed in accordance with Departmental policies and procedures.

2. Funding shall be provided for the study as follows:

-(A)- - The Municipality shall reimburse the Department ten percent-(1 0%) of the

actual cost, including administrative costs, of the work performed by the Department, to be

~invoiced quatterly as the pro;ect progresses. The estimated cost of the prqect |§$T000‘000

T __(By Intheeventthe e Municipality fails for any reason to pay the Department in -

---*accordance-with;,t;he—prgyisnons for payment hereinabove provided, North.Carolina-General -
- Statute 136-41:3 authorizes the Department to withhold so much of the Municipality’s share of

funds al]gcgtétftd saidill,unicipality by North Carolina General Statute, Section 136-41.1, until

3. The pro;ect shall be govemed and guided by the Department which will serve as
the Project Manager for the work. The Department’s Rail Division representatwmil serve as
. the Project Administrator on the Department's behalf. The Department’s Project Manager shall
oversee and review the work and make decisions concerning the scope and approach of the
work.
4, If any work is performed by Municipality force account , invoices shall show a summary
of labor, labor activities, equipment, materials and other qualifying costs set forth in federal Office of

Management and Budget Circular A-87. Reimbursement shall be based on actual cost incurred with

the exception of equipment owned by the Municipality. Reimbursement rates of equipment owned by



the Municipality cannot exceed the Department’s rates in effect for the time period in which the work is

performed.

5. The completion of this project by the Department is dependent on availability of funds.

IT IS UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that the approval of the project by the Department is
subject to the conditions of this Agreement.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed, in duplicate, the day and year

heretofore set out; on the part.of the Department and the Municipality by authority duly given, as

DATE: 11=06=07 —

—  (MUNICIPAL SEAL)- This instrument has been_pre-audited in the
manner required by the Local Government
P 15 o e — Budget and Fiscal Control Act. - ...

Municipal Finance Officer_.

Federal Tax ldentification Number

5b- 000022

City of Goldsboro

Remittance Address:
City of Goldsboro

200 North Center Street
Goldsboro, NC 27530



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

=X
OEPUTY SECRETRSY ~ MH

DATE: \ 7
APPROVED AS TO EXECUTION:
BY:
ASSISTANT ATTORKNEY GENERAL



COPY OF A RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF GOLDSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA

A motion was made by MOu" g‘b'ﬁm Alien and seconded by
L |one endoer Bmaﬂ or the adoption of the following Resolution, and upon being

put to a vote was duly adopted:

WHEREAS, the Department of Transportation and City of Goldsboro have plans to conduct a
stabilization survey and assessment, develop plans to secure and stabilize the Goldsboro Union
Station structure and surrounding site and make necessary temporary improvements, and prepare a
conceptual master plan for the site and Station (the Project); and,

WHEREAS, the City of Goldsboro desires to enter into a municipal 'agreement with the
_Department of Transportation whereby the Department shall utilize its limited service
‘agreement contracts to select a private consulting firm to design; bid, and oversee construction
of the Project; and,

__ WHEREAS the.MunlctpahtyshatLrelmbULse the Department of Transportatlon 10% of

=~ the actual costs-of the work performed by the Department the estimated cost of the project

~EINg $T,000,000;2N; : -

-— - NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the terms of the Municipal Agreement for
__the Goldsboro-Union Station Project are hereby formally approved by the City Council of the

_. City of Goldsboro and that the City Manager and Clerk of this Municipality are hereby
mempowered to- srgn -and execute the Agreement with the Department of '[ransportatlon

= e Mcttgig C Rrewty~ | Clerk of the City of Goldsboro do hereby certify thatthe .
-—joregoing is a true and correct copy of excerpts from the Minutes. of the meeting of the
) __duly held on the day of OCHoVoRYy” 2007}

WITNESS my hand and the official seal of said Mummpalrty on thls the I E ' ! day of

CLERK
CITY OF GOLDSBORO
NORTH CAROLINA




i
i
: i
RESOLUTION NO. 2007- US-

RESOLUTION IN Sl'JPPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF
GOLDSBORO AND THE NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
REGARDING RESTORATION OF THE UNION STATION

|

WHEREAS, the Department of Transportation and City of Goldsboro have plans to conduct a
stabilization survey aqd assessment, develop plans to secure and stabilize the Goldsboro Union
Station structure and assurrc:unding site and make necessary temporary improvements, and prepare a

conceptual master pIJn for the site and Station (the Project); and,

e City of Goldsboro desires to enterinto a municipal agreemen{ with the

i WHEREAS, t ’
Department of Transgortation whereby the Department shall utilize its limited service agreement
_contracts to select a gﬁvate consulting firm to design, bid, and oversee construction of the
Project; and, ‘

WHEREAS, tr;Le Municipality. shall reimburse the' Department of Transportation 10% of

~-—— - peing $1,000,000 (10% OF $1,000,000, estimated fo_be $1 00,000); and

the actual. costs.of the work performed by the Department , the estimated cost of the project

NOW, THEREFORE, BE'IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Goldsboro,
North Carolina, that: === - i —
1. The terms|of the Municipal’?ﬁ'g‘r’e'éme'nt'fér the Goldsboro Union Station Project are
hereby formally apprgved by the City Council of the City of Goldsboro and that the City Manager._
and Clerk of this 'Mur;icipalityfarerhereby@mpowe@dfto;sign,_and, execute the Agreement with= -~ —_
the Depariment of Transportation. —— —. : =

7 2. This Resolution shall bs in full f6ice and effect from and after the 22™ day of October,
2007. B
Approved as to Fon*T Oniy: Reviewed by:
Cify Attomey ‘ anager
l




Exhibit C

Goldsboro Community & Partners

Letters of Support 2003—2015

Goldsboro Union Station
Passenger Rail Via Goldsboro
Goldsboro’s Multi-Modal Transportation HUB
GWTA Transit Center



G. K. BUTTERFIELD COMMITTEE ON

151 DISTRICT, NORTH CAROLINA ENERGY AND COMMERCE
S——— SUBCOMMITIERS
2303 Ravsurn House QFFICE BUILLING RoNEING MEMBER, COMMEREE,
Wasninaton, DT 205 15-3301 Y MANUFACTURING & TRADE
FAc:Slgloti:): %335?;3;.3354 ERTIRETS It
el @ongress of the United States CHIEF DEPUTY WHIP
Houge of Bepresentatives
June 6, 2013
The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

— ——lwrite-to urge the Department of Transpertation-te-approve-the City of Goldsboro, North — —
~ Carolina’s Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) V grant =
application. T appreciate that you traveled to Goldsboro in May fo survey firsthand the I—
transportation opportunities, economic devélopment potential, and broad community support for =
this important and multimodal transportation project...Goldsboro is requesting $16.5 million of.
federal support to make functional and aesthetic design improvements to the Center Street -
Streetscape project, much needed upgrades to transform Goldsboro Union Station to a regional
transit hub, and construction of a Gateway Transfer Center to improve area transit. S I

As we observed during our visit, the region’s aging and outdated transportation infrastructure is
no longer able to support the city’s 36,000 residents or the military families serving at Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base. Goldsboro serves as the seat of Wayne County, but the city’s
downtown is not currently pedestrian- or vehicle-friendly and is impeding economic growth. As
local officials mentioned during our Visit, Goldsboro has already received funding to start the™
project from the Federal Transit Authority but more resources are needed to make the region’s
multimodal transportation vision a reality.

Since 2006, Goldsboro has invested in a bold plan to improve safety by completely renovating
the downtown area, expand public transportation capacity to interconnect an entire rural and
geographically distant region, promote commerce, and restore historic infrastructure. In
Goldsboro’s TIGER V application, the City’s project consists of $7 million for the Center Street
Streetscape project, $13.8 million for modernization of Goldsboro Union Station, and $2.1
million to construct the Gateway Transfer Center. Goldsboro has already invested $2.5 million
in the project and is committed to providing an additional $5.4 million. Therefore, the City is
requesting $16.5 million in TIGER V grant funding. As you alluded to during your visit, this
project will be a magnet which will draw together people and create jobs. A recent economic
study shows that investing in Goldsboro will contribute $17 million to the local economy in a
region facing 8.4 percent unemployment.

DISTRICT OFFICES

26 N.E. NAsH STreer. S18. B 309 WesT THIRD STREET
WiLsan, NC 27893 WeLpun, NC 27830
TECEPHONE: (232) 2379816 TeI BFHHONE: (252) 5384123
kFACSIMILE: (252) 200-D356 FavsiMiLe (252) 538-6516



The Honorable Ray LaHood
June 6, 2013
Page 2

Because of the economic advantages this project will bring to the region, I ask for your full
consideration of Goldsboro’s application. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact Dennis Sills of my staff at 202,225.3101. Thank you very much.,

Very truly yours,

G. K, Butterfield

Member of Congress - -

—— =

- CC ~ The Honorable Anthony Foxx, Secrétaw—lﬂbmiﬁee; U.S. Department of_Transportation

— Tl Honorable Al'King; Mayor, City of G
Mr. Peter Gould, Associate Director for Government Affairs,
U.8. Department of Transportation __

sboro, North Carolina -y



County of Wayne
State of North Carolina
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

November 4, 2003

Judith Calvert Ray, Chairman o
WNC Rail Corridor Committee
.. 953 Old US Highway 70 = - el
. _Black Mountain, NC 28711 — = S S——

" Dear Ms. Ray: O _— —

On November 4, 2003 the Wayne County Board of Commissioners adopted the enclosed-—
-\ resolution in support of a statewide initiative for legislative and funding support for enhanced and
improved passenger rail service for the State of North Carolina.

Sincerely,

MorUA R Htlasns —
Marcia R. Wilson
Clerk to the Board

Enclosure

Post Office Box 227 Goldsboroe, N. C. 27533-0227 (919) 731-1435 Fax (919) 731-1446



NORTH CAROLINA
WAYNE COUNTY

WHEREAS, passenger rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive transportation system
for the state of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, cconomic development, tourism and job creation will benefit through the
enhancement of a passenger rail system that serves the citizens of North Carolina and visitors to our state;
and

WHEREAS, we applaud the state of North Carolina for development of comprehensive intercity
rail services in urban Junsdxct:ons throughout the state; and

: WHEREAS, there is a need to provide a balanced transportation system both statewide and

nationwide as demonstrated in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 tragedies; and

WHEREAS, an increase in state funding for passenger rail services in North Carolina is
necessary to support development of intercity rail services that can connect our small urban and rural
arcas of the state with the urbanized centers of our state; and

WHEREAS, support by local and statc e]ected officials is essential for the future of alternative
trensportation in North Carolina; and -

WHEREAS, support and utilization of transpertation improvements by business and commercial
interests is essential for.the successful deployment of alternative transportation modes i in North Carolina;
and .

WHEREAS, this resolution is a_vehicle to express sress the unified support of communities and .
—chambers of commerce-througheut-North-Carolina—forincreased- statewide ~fundingforpassenger-rail —
services; and
WHEREAS, rail linkages between communities and regions within North Carohna establish and ~

strengthen social, historical, commercial and-cultural bonds; and .

WHEREAS, the average return on investment for the surroundmg commumty fot “station —
revitalizations throughout North Carolina is more than one dollar for every doliar invested, and

--- WHEREAS, the associated improvements to rail facilities will increase_the efficiency and. safety — - __

of rail service, help atract new freight traffic and provide environmental benefits by reducing the impact _
of truck traffic on North Carolina's hlghways and by reducing harmful emissions; and

WHEREAS, an integrated passenger rail system will enhance accessibility and reliability forkey
military locations and perts. - - — .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Wayne County through the adoption of this
resolution, fully supports the'creation of a comprehensive passenger rail system to serve the state-of North——
Carolina, with its ultimate objective to further economic opportunity, help preserve the environment,
improve the quality of life and enhance public health, safety and welfare for all citizens, communities and

Tegions.
% @E_Sq__,

Adopted this the 4th day of November; 2003.
Atlas Price, Jr. Chairman (/|

Wayne County Board of Commissioners
Attest:

¢ n
maacia. Q. Y dam
Makt_:,ia R. Wilson

Clerk to the Board




Fax # 736-3207 819-736-3160

Charles P. Gaylor, lli

Atlorney At Law
The Monticallo
108 N. Witliam St., P. O. Box 787
Goldshore, N. C. 27533-0787
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North Carolina
Department of Commerce
Division of Community Assistance

Beverly Eaves Perdlie, Governor Joseph D. Crocker, Asst. Secretary
J. Keith Crisco, Secretary Gloria Nance-Sims, Director

April 13, 2009

Mr. Joe Huffman, City Manager
City of Goldsboro

Post Office Drawer A
Goldsboro, NC 27533

Dear Mr. Huffinan:

I am writing to lend the support of the North Carolina Department of Commerce, Division of Community
Assistance-and-the-North-Carolina-Main Strect Center (NCMSC) to the City of Goldsboro foryoar ——

application for Transportation Enhancements funds to be utilized for the Goldsboro Union Station (GUS) .
project.” The Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation is a primary partner on this project and is

one of our state’s-most progressive organizations in terms of downtown revitalization, working closely

with the NCMSC. ‘

The rehabilitation and restoration of GUS is a critical component of the ongoing revitalization efforts in
downtown Goldsboro and for the community at large. Beyond the obvious aesthetic benefits of the

~—Testoration-effort; the economic development potential linked t'ifs fiew role as a mulfi-modal”
transportation center would be immense. Transformed as a regional transportation kub and gateway, the
revitalization of GUS would benefit ongoing industrial and business recruitment for the entire area. It
would re-anchor a critical segment of the downtown area, increasing merchant traffic and property values
and generating additional tax revenues to the community.

The overarching goals of the North Carolina Main Street Center are focused on rebuilding cofmunities
and maintaining their character while shaping them for the challenges of the 21% century. We believe that
this project embodies all of these elements and hope that the City of Goldsboro receives favorable
consideration for its request for funding for the Goldsboro Union Station project.

Director

GNS:thw

Cc: Liz Parham, Director, Office of Urban Development
Julie Metz-Thompson, Dawntown Goldsboro Development Corporation
Mayor Al King, City of Goldsboro
North Carolina: The State of Minds

1307 Glenwood Ave., Suite 250 ¢ 4313 Mail Service Center » Raleigh, North Carolina 276994313
Tel: (919) 733-2850 ¢ Fax: (519) 733-5262

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Eﬁrp]oyer



North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources

State Historic Preservation Office
Peter B, Sandbeck, Administeator
B_evulyEm:!Pe:due,Govcmot O@i?e_of.\mhivumd k

Linda A. Caclisle, Secretary
Jettrey J. Crow, Deputy Secretary David Brook, Direcior

Apsil 8, 2009

Joe Huffman, City Manager
City of Goldsboto

P. O. Drawer A
Goldsboro, NC 27533

_Re: Goldsboro Union Station Rehabilitation for a Multi-Modal Transportation Center

- Dear Mr. Huffman:

I wish to express the strong support of the North Carolina State Histotic Presetvation Office for the project now being
" undertaken by the City of Goldsboro and the North Caroling Department of Transportation to rehabilitate the historic
—._Goldsboro Union Station as a comprehensive multi modal transportation center. The station will be an essentia] cogin
- both the local and regional long-range transportation systems. The local Goldsboro-Wayne Transportation Authority’s
short and long range plan identifies the station for urban and rural transit setvice, and NCDOT's passenger rail service
plen includes the site on the proposed Raleigh-Wilmington line. Anticipated transportation uses that will operate out-of —
" the station include: intrastate and commuter rail service; interstate bus service; and local transport services,

The station, which was built in 1909, served its intended purpose until 1968. The proposed rehabilitation will utilize the
_entite building and site, along with several neatby buildings for ancillary use. The project has already seen a significant

monetary commitment from the city and NCDOT. The building has been purchased by NCDOT and exterior

demolition and stabilization work was recently completed. Future funding will go toward exterior rehabilitation, site ™
“work, intétior rehabilitation, and the rehabilitation of several nearby buildings that will support the transportation hub.

The City of Goldsboro’s histotic preservation efforts and jts partnership with Presetvation North Carolina and the Self
Help Credit Union are geared toward revitalizing several long-decaring neighbothoods — including the neighbothood

around the Union Station. These actions have eamed the city and its partners well-deserved accolades and recognition for
their efforts including several state-wide awards.

Sincerely,

(Vs Seunectr,

Peter B. Sandbeck, Deputy State Histotic Preservation Officer

cc: Alfonzo King, Mayor, City of Goldsboro
Julie Thompson, Downtown Development

Location: 109 East Jones Streer, Raleigh NC 27601 Mailing Address: 4617 Mail Service Centes, Raleigh NC 276994617 Telephone/Fax: (919) 807-6570/807-6509



-

County of Wayne
State of North Carolina

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
April 7, 2009

Mr. Joseph R. Huffman, City Manager
City of Goldsboro R
P.O. Drawer A

_.Goldsboro, NC 27533

Dear Mr. Huffman:

——Onbehaifof the County of Wayne; please-accept-this fetterof support-for the-Goldsboro Union —

____ Station Multi-Modal Transportation Center Project. Built in 1909 and listed in the National Registerof
- - Historic Places, Goldsboro Union Station (GUS) is considered to be one of the most ambitious stations of
-~ ="its'type im North Carolina. GUS operated passenger services uritil 1968 and ifi 1972 the Station was sold
to 8 private business. The two-story station building is nearly 10,000 square feet in size situated on a
property that encompasses two city blocks. :

We agree that Goldsboro Union Station is the catalyst for a comprehensive, multi-moda)
transportation project focused on creating a seamless transportation system that includes both urban and
rural transit services, future passenger and commuter rail services'and Greyliound, Trailways iriner city
bus services. Due to the comprehensiveness of this project, it has broad regional and local support from a

_ _Wwide variety of public and private organizations. GUS is an integral component of developing an eastern
North Carolina passenger rail service focused on linking Wilmington and Raleigh as well as further points
north.and west, of which a July 2005 North Carolina Department of Transportation study supported.

As the City of Goldsboro moves forward in identifying funding, please accept this letter a formal
support from the Wayne County Board of Commissioners. We believe the benefits are numerous and
immeasurable. It will aid in meeting air quality thresholds of Wayne County’s neighboring metropolitan
areas meet ridership, workforce, industry, tourism, and military demands for accessible and affordable
transportation, and it will bolster an ongoing inner city revitalization effort to strengthen private

investment opportunities.

Sincerely,

/ﬁ»/Mﬂ//wy

Roland M. Gray, Chairman
Wayne County Board of Commissioners

cc: Goldsboro City Council

Post Office Box 227 Goldsboro, N. C. 27533-0227 (919) 731-1435 Fax (919) 731-1446



GHLDSB2R?

BE MORE DO MORE SEYMOUR

Tranved & Thurism

May 22™, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx,

On behalf of Goldsboro Wayne County Travel and Tourism, I would like to express our full and enthusiastic
support of the City of Goldsboro’s Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER VI)
- grant application for the 2015 appropriation.

——— TheCity of Goldsboro has made grear strides fo improve the downtown area. In 2006, town leaders elected to ==
<1 i ici ;-the Downtown-Goldsbore-Master-Blan-and-the—————

undertake two proactive, visi

= Goldsboro Comprehensive Neighbafhobc} kevztalzgatzon_ Plan.

Additional funding is needed for the rehabilitation of Union Station, completion of the Center Street Streetscape
project expansion, expansion and improvements to Cornerstone Commons and creation and implementation of
the wayfinding signage system for the Greater Goldsboro area. Each of these components is vital to the

— community and will provide enhanced quality of life forarea citizens and visitors to our community.

From a tourism perspective, there is a great need in the community for conference and meeting space. Union

Station will serve as a high-quality, unique and desirable event venue, This type of facility will differentiate and.
distinguish itself in the Eastern North Carolina meetings marketplace. It will attract military events, receptions,
corporate meetings, banquets, weddings and-other-events.- An increase in hotel room nights will generate—————
additional occupancy tax revenues. Enhanced retail spending will provide an added economic boost and will

entice more businesses to the downtown area.

As a partner with the City of Goldsboro, the Goldsboro Tourism Council is pledging support and assistance in
these projects. Upon completion, these programs will play an essential role in creating the high standard quality
of life which attracts visitors and relocation to our community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

) é_i V& s G

Riék Sumner, Chair
Goldsboro Tourism Council



arts council of wayne county

102 N John Street, Goldsboro, North Carolina 27530
919.736.3300 « www.ArtsInWayne.org

Celebrating the May 18, 2015
Arts since 1963.
OFFICERS Secretary Anthony Foxx,
Amita Shreenath USDOT
President Office of the Secretary
Martha Bryan 1200 !\lew Jersey Ave, SE
Vice President Washington, DC 20590

___Barbara Bradshaw L -
~— Secretary Dear Secretary Fox,

Martha Kornegay On behalf of the Arts Council of Wayne County (ACWC), please accept this letter of sup--

— Treasurer port for the Utiion Stafion Multi-Modal Transportation Facility Project, the Gateway Transfer Cen=

——— e

ter Project, and Center Street; West Walnut Street, and Mulberry Street Streetscape Projects= - - -

— DIRECTORS These projects will bring immeasurable.benefits to downtown Goldsboro and the region. - - -
Renita Allen Dawson The leadership of the ACWC strongly believes that the completion of these projects are
- MaryElis pivotal in promoting private business mvestment‘g{gang_’ jobs, and attracting new residents and
- Beverly Ann Kee visitors to downtown Goldsboro and the surrounding area. These shovel-ready projects have
“Kalilah Mischeaux been developing for some time and the ACWC supports any funding that will enable completion.
Alando Mitchell
~—— Robert Rigsb Understanding the important role of downtown Goldsboro in the local economy and qual-__
] i ity of life, the ACWC relocated, in 2011 to downtown Goldsboro. Since the move, the organiza-
Jamison Roberson . . . . . . ) Iy
T gpencer Tate tion has experienced-dramatic growth-with a 350% increase in audience numbers. Additionally;———————
LECY Warren the ACWC has expanded its programming to attract more people to its facility and downtown
Elizabeth Woodard Goristgno.
Matthew Young Again, the leadership of the ACWC enthusiastically supports the City of Goldsboro’s

application for TIGER Grant funding.
Sarah Merritt
Executive Director

Sincerely,
The mission of the A7
Arts Council of . ~
Wayne County is to
ensure the arts are Sarah Meritt

thriving in our

community. Executive Director



Branch Banking and Trust Company

207 East Ash Street {27530)
P.O. Box 1677

Goldsboro, NG 27533-1677
(919) 731-5800

Fax (918) 731-5815

April 25, 2014

Julte Metz, Director

Downtown Goldsboro Development Corp.
219 N. John Street

Goldsboro, NC 27530

Dear Julie: -

—— 1 am writingin'strong support of City of Goldsboro’s Transportation Investment Generating - B
Economic Recovery (TIGER} grant application. The City of Goldsbora is applying t6 complete™
several major transportation and.infrastructure needs in our community in the downtown——--

Goldsboro area. This includes many of our historic commercial and residential striictires
occupied by Goldsboro’s small businesses,

The application proposal includes funding to complete major transportation projects such as; -
rehabilitation of Union Station, construction of the Gateway Transit Authority Transfer Facility
and completion of the Center Street Streetscape project. We believe that the proposed .
improvements will continue to revitalize downtown Goldsboro and will create further
investment opportunities-to our-community. S

Again, we support the City of Goldshoro with their upcoming proposed projects and strongly
recommend that the Department award funds to these visionary projects.

Sincerely,
Neal O. Benton
viarket President



Charles P. Gaylor, III
Attorney At Law
The Monticello
109 N. William St., PO Box 787
Goldsboro, N.C. 27533-0787

May 31, 2013

Secretary Ray LaHood
USDOT

Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington DC 20590

Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of the Railroad Task Force, I am writing to encourage TIGER Discretionary fands for.the— L
_Goldsboro Main St.™ Revi . 8

ion Project submitted by the City of Goldsboro, Union

Station is one of the premier hirstori—é—buildihﬂg:é' in Goldsboro and is the finest train station remaining in Northf—- )

Carolina that-has not-already-beenrrehabilitated: S =—

The City of Goldsboro and the Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation have shown their

commitment to completing projects laid out irf the TIGER Grant application, having already made great ™~
investments into the project sites. To date $3,225,000 has been invested into Union Station resulting from a

2007 North Carolina Department of Transportation and City of Goldsboro partnership that utilized state and_
local funding. The first block-of-the-Streetséape Project was completed in November 0f2012-The-City of ——-
Goldsboro has also invested $300,000 into the neighborhoods that surround the outlined project site through .-
their Historic Neighborhood Revitalization Plan resulting in 18 previously unoccupied homes sold to single-
family, owner occupied families. TIGER funds will allow the City to continue these great projects that will
benefit Goldsboro and Wayne County as well as Eastern North Carolina.

The Railroad Task Force isexcited to séé Downtown Goldsboro restored to its former glory. Development of
these projects will further support the state’s passenger rail service and lay the foundation for a multi-modal
transportation center in Wayne County. We hope you’ll help us play a key role in opening up Eastern North
Carolina for future rail travel.

Best,
/ﬁ I '\H
& 3/@% P2

C.P. Gaylor, Il



RESOLUTION NO. 2011- %}

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL HIGAWAY
ADMINISTRATION’S TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNITY & SYSTEMS
PRESERVATION (TCSP) PROGRAM GRANTS

WHEREAS, The Federal Ilighway Administration has announced its 2011
diseretionary - granl programs  including the Transportation, Commmunity & Sysiems
Preservation (TCSP) Program with an inferest in projects that support livability; and

WHEREAS, eligibility for this program includes states, metropolitan organizations
awd municipulities with projects relaled to (ransit, complete streets, streetscaping,
pedestrian/bike improvements or plans, implementation of transient-oriented development
Plans, traffic calming measures and congestion reduction measures ; and

WIEREAS, the grant application deadline is June 3, 2011 and projects must be able
lo encumber grant funds by September 30, 2011; and '

WHEREAS, the City of Goldsboro has two projects which meet the criteria, interests
and eligibility requirements and are also ready lo implement: the Center Street Streetscape

Project and the Goldsboro Union Station Project; with estimated costs of $6,000,000 each,
for o totad T $12,000,000; and

WHEREAS, this grant requires a 20% local match totaling, for both projects,
s Fri00,0007and T

WIHLRIEAS, the City also plans on completing the Transfer Center Project as part of

—He ('].,{t.!slmiu thmomStation Project Tilizing olher Tederal fund uIg soutces at a preliminary
. _astimated eost of $4,000,000 with a 10% local mateh of $400,000; and

e WIEREAS, local matching funds for all three

projects would- be-finaneed- through
long-term lnancing of $2,800,000 with an anticipated 10 :

or 15 year term. -

NOW, TITEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED b

y the City Council of the City of
Gioldsbto, North Carolina that: = -

7 "The Mayor and City Manager are hereby authorized to execute and submit grant
— upplications for the Transpartation, Cominunity & Systems Preservation Program
with the Federal Highway Administration for the above referenced projects.

"

2. This Resolution shall be incorporated into the officiat Minutes of the City of
— - “Goldsboro, and shall be in [ull force and effeét fom aud- after (his-31% day of
May, 201 1.

Approved as {o Form Only:

Reviewed by:

s
7
/ ey
A e
(L&h . [/

Interim City Manizigé_r-- ay T




RESOLUTION OF THE GOLDSBORO MPO URBAN AREA
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
SUPPORTING THE CITY OF GOLDSBORO’S APPLICATION FOR
THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION’S
TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNITY & SYSTEMS PRESERVATION (TCSP)
PROGRAM GRANTS

WHEREAS, The Federal Highway Administration has announced its 2011
discretionary grant programs including the Transportation, Community & Systems
Preservation (TCSP) Program with an interest in projects that support livability; and

WHEREAS, eligibility for this program includes states, metropolitan
organizations and municipalities with projects related to transit, complete streets,
streetscaping, pedestrian/bike improvements or plans, implementation of transient-

oriented development plans, traffic calming measures and congestion reduction
measures ; and

WHEREAS, the grant application deadline is June 3, 2011 and projects must be
able to encumber grant funds by September 30, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the City of Goldsboro has two projects which meet the criteria,
interests and eligibility requirements and are also ready to implement: the Center Street
Streetscape Project and the Goldsboro Union Station Project; with estimated costs of
$6,000,000 each, for a total of $12,000,000; and

___WHEREAS, this grant requires a 20% local match totaling, for both projects,
$2,400,000; and ] » : .

~ WHEREAS, the City also plans on comple_til_lg the Transfer Center Project-a; :
part-of-the Goldsboro Union Station Project utilizing other federal fuhdifig sources afa~
preliminary estimated cost of $4,000,000 with a 10% 10c91 match of $400,000; and

~~ WHEREAS, local matching funds for all three projects would be financed
through long-term financing of $2,800,000 with an anticipated 10 or 15 year term.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by ihe Goldsboro Urban Area PO
Transportation Advisory Committee that:

1. They support the City of Goldsboro’s application for the Federal Higﬁs}ay
--Administration’s Transportation, Community & Systems Preservation——
(TCSP) Program Grants for the following projects:

= a. Center Street Streetscape T
b. Goldsboro Union Station
2. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its-
adoption thisthe 31t day of Mayv |, 2011.

Tiuck Allen, Chairperson
Goldsboro Urban Area
Transportation Advisory ("ommittee

R
Sally S. Jofjnson, Sefretary
Goldsboro Urban Atea
Transportation Advisory Committee




RESOLUTION NO. 2003- S
. A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A STATEWIDE INITIATIVE FOR
LEGISLATIVE AND FUNDING SUPPORT FOR ENHANCED AND IMPROVED
PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE FOR THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

WHEREAS, passenger rail service is an integral part of a comprehensive
transportation system for the state of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, economic development, tourism and job creation will benefit
through the enhancement of a passenger rail system that serves the citizens of North
Carolina and visitors to our state; and

WHEREAS, we applaud the state of North Carolina for development of
comprehensive inter-city rail services in urban jurisdictions throughout thé state; and

WHEREAS, there is a vital need to provide a balanced transportation system both
statewide and nationwide as demonstrated in the aftermath of the September 11, 200!
tragedies; and

WHEREAS, support and utilization of transportation improvements by business
and commercial interests is essential for the successful deployment of alternative
transportation modes in North Carolina; and

e WHEREAS, this Resolution- is- a vehicle—te- express—the unified support of

5 commuities . and _chambers of commerce throughout North Carolina for increased

statewide funding for passenger rail service; and

WHEREAS, rail linkages between communities and- regions within North
Carolina establish and strengthen social, historical, commercial and cultural bonds; and

WHEREAS, the averag;-retum on investment for the sur_n_)linding community for
station revitalizations throughout North Carolina is more than one dollar for every dollar
invested; and

WHEREAS, the associated improvements of rail facilities will increase the
efficiency and safety of rail service, help "attract new freight traffic and provide
environmental benefits by reducing the impact of truck traffic on North Carolina’s
highways and by reducing harmful emissions; and

WHEREAS, an integrated passenger rail system will enhance accessibility and
reliability for key military locations and ports—._. _

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the
City of Goldsboro, North Carolina that:

1. We fully support the creation of a comprehensive passenger rail system to
serve the state of North Carolina, with its ultimate objective being to:
a. Further economic opportunity.
b Help preserve the environment.
c. Improve the quality of life.
d. Enhance public health, safety and welfare for all citizens.

2. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and afier this the 3"
date of November, 2003.

Approved as to Form Only Reviewed By:

s R . "
i -‘/" . o l’ '.'I 9
LTy :,L[.r]/ ;21_; 2 p '-?_4 7 {?’ N —g /' Y M [)

/ Y
e AT S s fiaresl . NS A g

City Attorney City Manager 5 -
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G. K. BUTTERFIELD = COMMITYEE ON
157 ThsTrueT. Now 1 CaroLiNa S L
SUBCOMMIITEES

Kaskeve Mesete, COMMERCE,
MARUFACTURING & TRADE

HRVIRONMENT & 115 Boomony

WasHvGgToN, DC 20515-3301
1202) 225-3101
FacsianiL: (202) 235-3334

@angress of the United States CHIEF DEPUTY WHIP
House of Representatives

April 15,2014

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U. S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:
I am writing in support of the City of Goldsboro and their pursuit of a new round of funding via the Transportation

Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) V1 grant via the Deparfment of Transportation. Although the
Clty of Goldsl:?m was s the l%n—efactor of TIGER‘V grant fundmﬁ—th‘e_awarded—amonnt was-less than-the

ENERGY AND COMMERCE

“The City of Goldsboro, as demonstrated by their selection for TIGER V graiif funding, has been extraordinary in
their-efforts-to. not only, identify projects that adhere to the_funding protocols and objectives, but also, they
effectively captured and galvanized unified community support-for the vision. Their Center Street Streetscape-
project has resulted in the creation of new businesses and residential units that revitalizes downtown and elevates
tax values within the City. =

In conjunction with the revitalization that has commenced, funding via TIGER VI would allow the City to
~ rehabilitate the Union Station into a unique, high-quality, and desirable meeting space/banquet facility. The facility
-will -also. house. smaller meeting rooms and office space. In addition, the_plan includes the expansion and

improvement of Cornerstone Commons that will feature amenities such as a splash park, outdoor concert venues,

——market shelters, etc. The City of Goldsboro’s model of vision, revxtallzatmn _and reinvestment is commendable and

worthy of note and replication.

It is with the above referenced in mind that I wholeheartedly support the City of Goldsboro in their efforts to secure
TIGER VI grant funding through the Department of Transportation. I am respectfully requesting full and fair
consideration to their request utilizing your established review and selection processes. Please direct any questions
or correspondence to my Director of Economic Development, Mr, Reginald Speight at
reginald.speight@smail.house.gov or via telephone at 252-237-9816.

Very truly yours,
-
G. K. Butterfield
Member of Congress
—_— DISTRICT OFHCES
216 NE. NAsH STRERT, 572, B 309 WEST THIRD STRELL
Witson. NC 27693 WreLboN, NC 27880

TerLeritnar: (252) 237-0816 TP EPHONE: (252) 3381123

Farsianie: (282 2010356 Faeaisin g; {2529 338 6516



North Carolina
Department of Commerce
Rural Economic Development Division
Office of Urban Development

Pat McCrory, Governor Pat Mitchell, Assistant Secretary
Sharon Allred Decker, Secretary Elizabeth H. Parham, Director
April 14, 2014
Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave,, SE
Washington, NC 20590

" Dear Secretary Foxx: =

I am writing in support of the City of Goldsboro’s Transpormtlcm n Investment Generating Economic Recgre__r\ P
(TIGER) grant application for the 2014 appropriation. Goldsboro was designated a North Carolina Main Street - -
community in 1984 and over the past 30 years; the comiminity has generated more than §109 million in public and ™
ptivate investment in their downtown district._These investments were made by highly committed leaders that

effectively work together to create positive community economic development change.

The Goldsboro application outines three projects that they are requesting funding assistance to complete: the
historic rehabilitition of Union Stitior, cofitiftuation t6 complete two additional blocks of the Center Stregt
streetscape project and the expansion and improvementsto Cornerstone Commons. USDOT would make a very
sound investment in funding these projects, in partnership with the City of Goldsboro. In addition, this community
is well suited to completc each of these projects in a timely fashion, and to use these projects to leverage additional
private investment in the buildings and businesses in and around this core commercial district.

As a partner with the City of Goldsboto in their Main Street program and downtown initiatives, our office is also-
pledging our support and assistance in these projects. Feel free to call on my staff as needed.

I encourage USDOT to fully fund the City of Goldsboro’s grant application request at $10 million, I am confident
that your office will be proud to recognize these projects as TIGER funded initiatives.

Sincerely yours,

O

Lo
Elizabeth H. Parham, CMSM

Director

Thrive NC
100 East Six Forks Road, Suite 200 » 4313 Mail Service Center » Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4313
Tel: (919) 571-4900 o Fax: (919) 571-4951
WV, nccommerce.com
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Goldeboro Development; Corporation @
DGDC Board May 30, 2013
Geoff Hulse
Board President
) Secretary Ray LaHood
Tewry Light USDOT
Vice President Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE

Beverly Wallace Wieghs  Washington DC 20590
Jimmie Edmundson Secretaty LaHood,
Past President
We are writing this letter in support of the Transportation Investment Generation Economic
——————Glehn Bafwick Recovery Grant (TIGER Grant)-We; theundersigned, are the President and Vice President of ——
——e— —-—the Downtown-Goldsboro Development-Corporation Board of Directors.-Qur-grant —
= "Edwazd Swindell application goes to the heart of our desites to improve and revitalize Downtown Goldsboro
B o and Wayiie County, and we feel fionies from the TIGER Gtint would flow not only into
-—Sarah Heekin majot improvements to Downtown Goldsboro, but also have a tremendous economic impact
on Wayne County. TIGER funds would facilitate in the conipletion of Historic Union Station
_-Gretchen Reed —a project that will create 2 multi-modal transportation facility for Wayne County - imptove
the existing Gateway Transfer Center for residents of our community, and allow the City of
Ernest Mansour Goldsboro to complete the Center Street t Streetscape Project. Once these improvements are
- _ made, job growth, public/private investment; and investment to existing structures will be
. Sean Nielsen substantial. i
Robert Boyd, Jr. It is our understanding that the City of Goldsboro’s application proposal will cost 21.9 million
Michael Headen dollats with federal funding covering 16:5 million of the final investment. Please know that the

Downtown Goldsboro Development Cotporation Boatd of Directors and all citizens

interested in the revitalization of Downtown Goldsboro are one hundred percent behind these

Shetsy g projects. We ate happy to show suppott in any way that the Grant process will allow.

e Mzt We ate extremely excited that our downtown is on the verge of a huge improvement to benefit
Ven Faulk all of our citizens as well as Eastern Notth Carolina. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact us at the Downtown Development office at 919.735.4959. We look forward
Bill Broadaway to hearing from you.

Board Ad Hoc Members Best regards,

Tonya Davis Barber -’T"—' t;?
Larry Hill . ( ;

_ Geoff Hu
Andrew Jernigan DGDC resident DGDC Board Vice President

Richard Gower

218 E. Walnut Street/PO Box 202 . Goldsboro . NC . 27530/27533 . 919.735A4859 . www.dgdc.org



RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT TO IMFROVE RAIL SERVICE(commuter, improved freipht
and passenger) from WAYNE COUNTY TO THE TRIANGLE AREA.

WHEREAS, all highway access o the Triangle is experiencing gridlock due to
insufficient highway capacity and deleriorating:- rbadways; and

‘WHEREAS, with the polential loss of jobs in our traditional agricultural based economy
and the need to replace jobs in the manufacturing and service scctors, and

. WHEREAS, over 4500 individuals commutc outside of Wayne County daily (according
to the 1990 U.S. Census); and

WHEREAS, air quality of this region of the state continues to deteriorate; and

WHEREAS, in order to promote cconomic development in eastern North Carolina,
sighificant improvements must be made to existing rail lines, particularly freight; and

WHEREAS, there cxists a great need to provide direct access to the Triangle
transportation system improving access to regional medical centers, Raleigh-Durham
International Airpost, Triangle colleges and universitics, and state government agencics; and

WHEREAS, commuter and passenger rail will reduce the need for massive losses of

land vequired by Tiighway rights of way; and conserve wel lands and protect wild life. ~ =i

WHEREAS, commuler and passenger mil will increase use of existing infrastracture in
counties, and citics outside the-Triangle arca and provide Triangle employces with optional living -
accommodations in eastemn North Carofina; and

WHEREAS, the rights of way already exist and are mostly owned by the North Carolina
Railroad Company; and

WHEREAS, citizens desire a dependable, cfficient, safe and especially an affordable
mode of transportation; and — '

WHEREAS, commuter/passenger rail will enhance access toand use of high speed ril o
service 1o the southeast and northeast corridors of the United States; and o

WHEREAS; the Noith Carolina Railroad Company is requested to study the Teasibility —
of improving freight service and initiating commuter rail;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED
that we support the improvement of freight service
passenger service in eastern Norlh Carolina.




] East Carolina University.

I

Office of Engagement,

Innovation, and

Economic Development

Willis Building
300 East First Street
East Carolina University

Greenville, NC 27858-4353

252-737-1380 office
252-737-1381 fax

Center for Survey Research
252-737-1349
252-737-1381 fax

Community and Regional
Development
252-737-1342
252-737-1381 fax

ECU Outreach Network
252-7371357
252-737-1381 fax

Engagement and Outreach
Scholars Academy ™"
252-7371377

252-737-1381 fax

Entrepreneurial Initlative
252-7371345
252-737-1381 fax

Industry and Economic
Development
252-737-1343
252-737-1381 fax

tnnovation Design Lab
252-7%7-1380
252-737-1381 fax

Office of Technology Transfer

252-328-9547
252-328-0799 fax

Small Business and Technology

Development Center
252-737-1385
252-737-1382 fax

Sustalnable Tourism Initiative

252-737-1346
252-7371381 fax

East Carolina University is 4 constituent
institution of the University of North
Carolina. An equal opportunity wiiversity.

and well into 4]

April 17,2014

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transpottation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretaty Foxx:

On behalf of East Carolina University and our Office of Innovation and Economic

Development, I am very pleased to offer this letter in full support of the City of Goldsboro’s

2014 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TTGER) grant

application. We have forged an outstanding collaborative partnership with Goldsboro and

atre thrilled to see the posmve growth in and around the City’s downtown district. We are

even more excited to know that continued investment in projects of significance, like the

Union Station Multi-Modal Ttansportation Faqhty, will further enhance the City’s appeal to
business, industry.and fannhcs and have economic impacts beyond Goldsboro’s downtown;— ———-o
f North Carolina.

(aolds’ooro-was—fortunate-tp%e-awarded TIGER V-funding whlch‘a:ﬂowed‘tlre{hty L
complete the first phase of this project that will ultimately offer needed expansions to the»- A
emsung rail system and be a catalyst for expanded, more connected and more efficient rail

~service throughout theregion and State. Tiger VI would specifically include: ~

® Rehabilitation of Union Station;
*— Continuation to Completion of the Center Street Streetscape project;and
* Expansion and Improvements to Cornerstone Commons. b

The expanded Commons will be a focal point in its own right in downtown offering a splash
playground, permanent market shelters, public art and an outdoor stage with concert venues. -

‘T'am convinced that completlon of the Union Station Multi-Modal T1ansportauon Facility 1s
a significant opportunity for Goldsboro, as it stands ready to expand its community profile
and become an engine for vitality and economic prosperity in eastern North Catolina. As its
partner, East Carolina University is committed to continued collaboration and direct
outreach in support of this effort. We utge the USDOT to continue its investment in
Goldsboto, and ask for your personal support of this vety important project.

Many thanks in advance for your time and consideration. Please feel free to contact me at
(252) 737-1342 if you have questions or need additional information.

Sincetely yours,

W ?ZM(A

Kenny Flowers
Assistant Vice Chancellor
Community and Regional Development



Goldsboro Elks Lodge #139
P.O. Box 1003

Goldsboro, NC 27533

May 24, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Srecre‘gary Fox;;:

—LKirtJarrett-am-writing-on behalf of Goldsboro-EllLodge-139-to-express-our-
unequivocal support for the TIGER VII project in Goldsboro North Carolina. Our lodge
is the oldest in the state of North Carolina and has been a participating member in the

“community of Goldsboro since 1902. We are diverse in membership with many of our
members being business owners and employers in the Downtown Goldsboro area.

The Goldsboro Elk Lodge 139 represents a significant and substantial organization in the
Goldsboro community dedicated to promoting and helping the city and’its citizens grow
“and have a positive impact on one another. We grant use of our faciliti€s to many groups
-in a hope to-promote the civic community in downtown Goldsboro; that community

personified by our members.

This proposal will further the efforts of both the City of Goldsboro and the Goldsboro Elk
Lodge 139 in promoting an active and friendly downtown environment for civic groups,
businesses and citizens. The implications of this project will stretch well into the future
and have an impact for generations to come. This will help in molding an essential
element in the downtown revitalization, while attracting groups and individuals to the
area. The quantifiable benefits cannot be understood simply through the analysis of the
dollars of revenue, but more importantly than that is a chance for a change in perception.

The Goldsboro Elk Lodge of Goldsboro is committed to bettering our community and
look forward to the developments and changes coming to Goldsboro. We stand united,
300 Goldsboro Elks, in our support of the development of TIGER VII project.

Cordially,

Kirt Jarrett, Exalted Ruler



G. K. BUTTERFIELD
ta1 Disrrict, NGRTH CAROIINA

413 Cannan House OFFICE BUILOING

WaskINGTOR, DE 20515 1301
1202) 225-1101
Fax: 12021 225-3354

Mr. John F. Sullivan IT1, PE,
Division Administrator

Congress of the United States

THouge of Representatives
QWiaghington, BE

wwwifipuse,govibuttedfield

March 28, 2007

Federal Highway Administration

310 New Bern Ave;; Suite 410
Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Mr. Sullivan;

COMMITTEE DN ARMED SERVICES
Aea:nvess SUSCOMMTTIC

TALTKGL AR AN FORES
BusioNi I TEE

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
Cusinear oy, Curotr Hosas, Devtionaent
avp RESCanG)s SwannvritF

{ENFRRL Fasns Comupines.ase Higr
ManasEvERT Supcomy T s

DEPARIMER= CRERA-EIRS, Ovesiion |
N CRmilR 6000 Femes|ry SUBDDIMMTTRL

RE: TCSP Grant Application: Union Depot - Goldsboro, NC

Please accept this letter as a demonstration of my support for the Historic Union Dgp_ot Multi-
Modal Transportation Center application for funds from the Transportation, Community, and

System—?resewatleanregram -submitted by the NCDOT-Rail-and Publne—%aaspeﬁahéndmslons

in cooperation. with the City of Goldsboro.

The restoration and reuse of this station will serve as a catalyst to secure passenger-and commuter-
rail service offering unlimited opportunities for tourism and economic development in eastern
North Carolina. Tt will also facilitate the movement of people and goods and will offer valuable
. support to.many of-our. military installations along the.east coast._The praject site is.located in a
solid community which has demonstrated great support for this initiative for many years.

Thank you for your attention and assistance with this most urgent matter.

Very truly yours,

G. K. Butterfield
Member of Congress

cc: Mayor Al King, City of Goldsboro

Allan Paul, NCDOT Rail Division, Director of Rail Operations & Facilities

Shirley Williams, NCDOT Rail Division, Director of Planning and Environmental
Michael Kozak, Assistant Director of Publi¢c Transportation Division
Julie Thompson, DGDC Director

105 SouTH DoucLas StreeT

SUiTE 201

‘Witson, NC 27893
TELEPHONE: (2521237 9918
Fax: (262) 291-0386

311 WeST SECOND STREET
P.O.Box 836
WeLnun, NC 27890
TELEPHONE: [252) 538-4123:
Fax: |252) 538-6616

——— DISTRICT OFFICES

415 EAST BOULEVARD, Sume 100
WiLuaMsTon, NC 27892
TeLePHONE: (252) 789-2933
Fax: (252) 792-8118

201 Saint ANDRF W STREET
SuITE 264
P.O. Box 1238
TargoRo, NC 27586
Terdruing: (262) 825-0236
Fax: (252) 823-8970



GATEWA

Goldshoro-Wayne
Transportation
—=Authority =="

ALAN STUBRS P.O. BOX 227, GOLDSBORO, NC 275330227 BRUCE GATES
DIRECTOR CHAIRMAN

April 14, 2008

The Honorable G.K. Butterfield
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Fax: (202)225-3354

Dear Representative Butterfield:
On behalf of the Goldsboro-Wayne County Transportation Authority (Gateway), I am writing to

express Gateway’s full support for the City of Goldsboro s request for $500,000 for the Goldsboro
~~ Union Station multi~-modal transportation project. . . .~ [Ein

N Thigﬁ:;roposed transportatién hub will integrate int“e'tcitir:rai!,ahajiﬁtfa-city public transportation thereby
increasing city revitalization efforts; providing viable alternative means of transportation for
~————commuters; and decreasing the environmental impact-of ‘intraregional transit. The bus services
Gateway will operate out of Union Station will be a tremendous benefit to residents throughout the

Goldsboro and Wayne County area.
As the regwnal transit provider, Gateway intends to work with all parties to ensure the Station’s
immediate and long-term success. We have already expressed interest in relocating our administrative
offices and many of our operations to the Station once the renovations have been completed. We also
= region and will be working closely with the_ City to_see _the project is brought to a successful

T completion.

In our opinion, work to improve and expand the Goldsboro Union Station will bring many benefits to
the region: increased ridership, easier local access, decreased environmental impacts, and spurring

economic development. Any assistance you can provide will be well-placed and very much
appreciated.

Sincerely, é
Alan Stubbs

Director

PHONE (919) 736-1374 exT 208 * E-MAIL ALAN.STURBS@WAYNEGOV.COM ® FAX(819)731-1558




David Ham, President
Betty Duncan

Amy Bauer

Jay Bauer

David Glisson
Ruth_Glisson

Allison Platt,

Denny Town

Wendy Town

GOLDSBORO
HISTORIC
PROPERTIES ...

705 Park Avenue, Goldsboro, NC 27530
919-330-4444

Date: May 26, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: TIGER VII Grant Application for Goldsboro, NC

The board members of Goldsboro Historic Properttes LIC enthusms’ucally support

Goldsboro’s application for the TIGER VII funds. Our organization was formed last year
to.assist with rehab111tat1ng_andjcﬂmg_hlsmm:zhausm_ﬂle_dmyntownarea _Wedonot
take salaries for our work, in order to make these houses affordable for young couples and
families who will be essential to our future.” Our first house is complete and ready to sell in
the near future, and then we will start over.on another house. Since our orgamzatlon began _.
its work, many other people have begun to step up and purchase houses, and this is slowly
transforming the area around the downtown.

Since the first TIGER grant was recelved . there has beei impressive progress toward
revitalization on many fronts. New and revitalized businesses and buildings, local and state-
wide attention, and an enhanced image for our community have been just part of the many
benefits. The streetscape funded in large part with TIGER funds has already won an
NCAPA “Great Main Streets in the Making” award before the project is even complete.

The TIGER V grant of $10 million for Goldsboro was & great step forward for our
community, but in order to solidify and build on our momentum, we still need the train
station to be ready for future rail service because this will tie Goldsboro more closely to
important growth centers such as Raleigh to help ensure our community’s economic
sustainability over the long term.

We as the Goldsboro Historic Properties LLC are building on the efforts of the City of
Goldsboro, the State of North Carolina and the federal government to hold onto the best of
our past by renovating and modernizing the houses surrounding Union Station and attracting
new residents to the neighborhoods. This in turn will spur growth, create jobs, broaden the
tax base and honor the past by preserving our significant and meaningful

architecture.

We are concerned as a group that should Union Station not be completed as previously
anticipated the momentum to save the surrounding area will dwindle or be lost. Tiger VII
Grant approval and funding would go a long way towards assuring a future for the down-
town historic district and would certainly spark an interest in the younger generation so
essential to Goldsboro’s future. Until Union Station is used as a passenger rail hub, there are
plans in place to enliven the building with a variety of important community activities.
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The TIGER V grant is already making a tremendous difference in downtown Goldsboro,
including both our own commitment to save our historic buildings, and the many efforts of
individuals and companies that are beginning to invest in the downtown. We at Goldsboro
Historic Properties LL.C thank you for your past support of our vision for Goldsboro, and
urge you to see this effort through by funding the completion of Union Station and
supporting the completion of Goldsboro’s transportation infrastructure.

Sincerely,

D s @7

David Ham, President
Goldsboro Historic Properties, LLC, and Betty Duncan
705 Park Avenue

e B Fama %‘7
Jay and Amy Bauer,
108

rth Virginia Street

4(41_’(?7 = _&M %}

------- ~Rujthamd David Glisson; Proprietors, Uniquely R's Gift Stop

135 South Center Street

Allison Platt, ASLA, PLA, NCBOLA, Owner,
Allison Platt & Associates, Urban Design and Lands"épe Architecture
203-N: Slocumb Street—— - ] =

Werda o Ndrvrss &y (D

Wendy and Denny-Town, Proprietors, Town’s Anthues =
413 N James Street
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GOLDSBORO
HSTORIC
PROPERTIES

705 Park Avenue, Goldsboro, NC 27530
303-956-2433

David Ham, Mgr. Date: April 15th, 2014
Betty Duncan

Amy Bauer
Jay Bauer
David Glisson
Ruth Glisson

Secretary Anthony Foxx
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

Linda Liegel 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Keven L|ege| Washlngton, DC 20590
Allison Platt

Denny Town Re: TIGER VI Grant Application for Goldsboro, NC

Wendy Town

-——small town—roots—and—terﬁﬂd-an—attiﬂaetwe—plaee—to retire.- All-of-us were-looking-for-a-small-

The founding board members.of the newly-formed Goldsboro Historic Properties LLC had

_____avariety of reasons for relocating to listoric homes in Goldsboro. The reasons are as indi-

vidual as the participants, including the desire to open or relocate businesses, to return to our -

quiet community convenient fo transportation for our travel needs. Goldsboro has so many
of the things necessary to make an easy transformation from a big urban center like Los
Angeles, Baltimore, or Denver.- One-elements that is still needed, however, is Union Station
with passenger and commuter rail service. The Goldsboro Master Plan portrays a vision that -
would help make this little city a destination on the map.

The TIGER V grant of $10 million for Goldsboro was a great step forward for our commu-
nity and is now funding many important infrastructure improvements to support the future >
revitalization of the downtown and of Union Station. Because of this funding and our —
belief in the future of Goldsboro, we formed Goldsboro Historic Properties with the goal
of rehabilitating distressed historic residential buildings and i increasing downtown housing
opportunities. To complete the elements needed for successful revitalization, however, we
still need the train station to be ready for future rail service because this will tie Goldsboro —
more closely to important growth centers such as Raleigh to help our community grow. The
announcement that the City will be applying for Tiger VI grant funding reinforces the goals
of our newly formed company. '

Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation has been instrumental in saving many of
the old buildings and homes in and around the downtown. There have however been quite
a few torn down and demolished as has been the case in many older cities. The struggle to
save downtown residences and businesses has been ongoing for many years. It’s a struggle
that we all feel is in the best interest of the community but one which has been made more
difficult by not having completed Union Station. Union Station is a strategic artery in the
heart of the downtown historic district.

West Walnut Street in the historic district leads from Center Street in downtown directly to
Union Station, and many important historical homes of families that have had roots in the
community for generations are located along this street. The train station is a well-known
landmark of Goldsboro. Recently, listening to a gentleman trying to explain were he lived as
a young man he was asked “where is the train station on this map?” As in many communi-
ties, the train station is an important mental and physical anchor for the historic district.
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With the restoration of Union Station, all the elements will be in place for successful eco-
nomic revitalization. We as the Goldsboro Historic Properties LLC hope to build on the
efforts of the City of Goldsboro, the State of North Carolina and the federal government to
hold onto the best of our past by renovating and modernizing the houses surrounding the
Union Station and attracting new residents to the neighborhoods. This in turn will spur
growth, create jobs, broaden the tax base and honor the past by preserving our significant and
meaningful architecture.

We are concerned as a group that should Union Station not be completed as previously
anticipated the momentum to save the surrounding area will dwindle or be lost. A Tiger VI
Grant approval and funding would go a long way towards assuring a future for the downtown
historic district and would certainly spark an interest in the younger generation so essential to
Goldsboro’s future. Until the Station is used as a passenger rail hub, there are plans in place
to enliven the building with a variety of important community activities.

The TIGER V grant is already making a tremendous difference in downtown Goldsboro,
including both our own commitment to save our historic buildings, and the many efforts of
individuals and companies that are beginning to invest in the downtown. We at Goldsboro
Historic Properties LLC thank you for your past support of our vision for Goldsboro, and
urge you to see this effort through by funding the completion of Union Station and support-
ing the completion of Goldsboro’s transportation infrastructure.

Sincerely,

‘David Ham, Manager,
Goldsboro Historic Properties, LLC, and Betty
705 Park Avenue

B Fanar_ W
Jay and Aty Bauer,
108 rthV1rg1n1a Street

4 J/b@%zw%

Ruth and David Glisson, Proprietors, Uniquely R’s Gift Shop
13 South Center Street

Kevin and Lmda iege \@Q)

Alli on Platt, ASLA, PLA NCBOLA, Owner,
Allison Platt & Associates, Urban Design and Landscape Architecture
203 N. Slocumb Street ( .

Wendy and Denny Town, Proprietors, Town’s Antiques
413 N James Street
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SENATE
SENATOR DON G. DAVIS COMMITTEES:
5% District
' Appropriations on Education/Higher Education
Appropriations/ Base Budget
Education/Higher Education
Office: 300 N. Salisbury Street Health Care
519 Legislative Office Building State and Local Government
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 Workforce and Economic Development

Phone: (919) 715-8363
Fax: (919) 754-3159

Email: don.davis@ncleg.net

Counties: Pitt, Wayne, Lenoir and Greene

= ~ "May 14, 2015 : =

Secretary Anthony Foxx ;

United States Department of Transportation- - N - ==t
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:

I offer my full support to the Cityof Goldsboro as they request financial assistance from the Transportation
Investment Generation Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant funds. Goldsboro received funding from the 2013 Tiger
V application call, and they began their Center Streetscape Project, which aesthetically and functionally enhanced
the downtown area. Unfortunately the initial funding was short in covering the full efforts of the projects, and the
City is now requesting an _additional grant of $10 million dollars.

This funding will explicitly be used towards several major projects: (1) The rehabilitation of Union Station;
(2) the continuation of their Center Street Streetscape Project on the 300 and 400 blocks of South Center Street; (3)
the expansion and improvement of Cornerstone Commons, a town square, to include a splash playground, market
shelters and public restrooms, among other amenities; and (4) the creation and implementation of the Wayfinding
Signage System for the Greater Goldsboro area.

Aside from the aesthetic beauty of this continuing project, it is also conducive to the City’s commercial and
professional growth. As of 2012, the project has attracted 34 new businesses and 10 new property owners to date.
Goldsboro is a beautiful city blossoming into an area of expansion, and any assistance given through the United
States Department of Transportation will be a worthwhile investment. I strongly support their application for
funding and respectfully ask for a favorable approval of the application.

Sincerely,

Y77/

Donald G. Davis



HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF GOLDSBORO, NC

P O BOX 1403 - GOLDSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 27533-1403
(919) 735-4226 - FAX (919) 731-4402

TTY (919) 587-9507 EXT. 162
COMMISSIONERS:
LK. WILLIAMSON, CHAIR ANTHONY GOODSON, JR., CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
GOLDIE H, SMITH, VICE CHAIR CATHERINE BEASLEY, ASST. CHIEF EXEC. OFFICER
GERALD W. LAYDEN,
JANICE L. HAM PHILIP A. BADDOUR, JR., ATTORNEY
RICHARD DURHAM
WILLIAM TURNER
JEAN WHITFIELD

MAYOR ALFONZO KING, EX-OFFICIO

April 10, 2014

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear.Secretary Foxx, .

It is my pléasure to write a letter of support for the application t6 Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery {TIGER V1) through the Office of the Secretary of Transportation, DOT submitted by
the City of Goldsboro. This is an important project as these grant funds will allow the City of Goldsboro

T tocomplete séveral major transportation and infrastructure iiviprovements imour community. This is
extremely important in that the improvements can potentially assist with job creation and be a great
stimulant for our local economy.

I encourage the DOT to give every consideration for fundiﬁg to thé grant application from the City of
-—Goldsboro, so-that they may continue providing and improving the infrastructure and transportation
needs of our community.

Than

J

Anthony Goo .
Chief Executive Officer



N orth Carolina
Department of Commerce
Rural Economic Development Division
North Carolina Main Street Center

Pat McCrory, Governor Dr. Patricia Mitchell, CEcD, Assistant Secretary
John E. Skvarla III, Secretary Elizabeth H. Parham, Director

May 12, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave,, SE
Washington, NC 20590

Dear Secretary-Foxx;———— - — - —

I am writing in support of the City of Goldsboro’s Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant

—applicatiorrfor the-2015-appropriation:— Goldsboro was designated-a-North- €arolina-Main-Streetcommunity in-1984-and-—
over the past 31.years, the. community has generated more than $112 million in public.and private investment and created
more than 1,200 new jobs and 150 businesses in their downtown district. These investments were made by highly
committed | Ieaders that effectlvely worked together to create positive community economic development change.

Goldsboro Is a model Main Street program in North Carolina, leveraging public and private partnerships for each initiative

______that the.community embarks on. The TIGER grant Is no exception. The community developed @ master plan for ___
downtown in 2007 that outlmed public and private projects necessary to take Goldsboro to the next level. The publlc
Improvements ‘outlined In their TIGER application will complete the master plan ‘recommendations and will continue to
leverage private investment for years to come.

The Goldsboro application outlines four projects that they are requesting funding assistance to complete: the historic
rehabllltg’giop of- Union Station, continuation to complete two additional blocks of the Center Street streetscape project,
the expansion and improvements to Cornerstone Commons and the creation and implementation of a wayfinding
program. All four of these projects are integral to the continued economic growth that downtown Goldsboro has been
experiencing in the buildings and businesses in and around this core commercial district. USDOT would make a very sound

Investment in funding these projects, in partnership with the City of Goldsboro.

As a partner with the City of Goldsboro in their Main Street program and downtown Inltiatives, our office is also pledging
our support and assistance in these projects. Feel free to call on my staff as needed.

| encourage USDOT to fully fund the City of Goldsboreo’s grant application request at $10 million.

Sincerely yours,

e

Elizabeth H, Patham, CMSM

Thrive NC
301 North Wilmington Street » 4313 Mail Service Center  Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4313
Tel: (919) 715-0527
WWW.NCCOMMErce.com



GOLDSBORO
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WAYNE COUNTY

April 17,2014

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Secretary Foxx,

On behalf of Goldsboro Wayne County Travel and Tourism, | would like to express our full and enthusiastic
support of the City of Goldsboro's Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER VI) grant
application for the 2014 appropriation.

The City of Goldsbaro has made great strides to improve the downtown area. In 2006, town leaders elected to

—-——— undertake two proactive, visionary plans involving public-input; the- Bowntown Goldsboro Master Plan and the™

———Geoldsbero-Gomprehensive-Neighborhood RevitalizationPlanNearly-105,000-of building square feethas been
renovated and put back into local production since the programs were implemented.

“Additional funding is needed to complete the remaining blocks of the Center Street Streetscape project
———expansion, improvements to Cornerstone Commons, construction-of-the Gateway Transit Authority Transfer
Facility and the rehabilitation of Union Station. Each of these components is vital to the community and will
provide enhanced quality of life for area citizens and visitors to our community.
From a tourism perspective, there is a great need in the community.for conference space. Union Station will
serve as a high-quality, unique and desirable meeting and banquet space. This type of facility will differentiate

and distinguish itself in the Eastern North Carolina meetings marketplace. it will attract military events, corporate

meetings, banquets, weddings and other events. An ificrease in hotel foom nights will generate additional

occupancy tax revenues. Enhanced retail spending will provide an added economic boost and will entice more

businesses in the downtown ares.

As a partner with the City of Goldsbaro, the Goldshoro Tourism Council is also pledging support and assistance in
these projects. Upon completion, these programs will play an essential role in creating the high standard quality

of life which attracts visitors and relocation to our community.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

‘/{Lf Phorbtem

Rick Sumner, Chair
Goldsboro Tourism Council

Travel & Tounsm Division | City of Goldsboro | 308 N Wiliiam St 127530} | PO Box 1107 | Goldsboro, NC 27533-1107 | 918-734-7922

wwiar visitgoldsboronc.com



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA /
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
BEVERLY EAVES PERDUE 1501 MAIL SERVICE CENTER, RALEIGH, N.C. 27699-1501 EUGENE A. CONTI, JR.
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

June 16, 2009

e
The Honorable Al King ( }Lﬁd

Mayor

City of Goldsboro

200 North Center St.

Goldsboro, North Carolina 27530

‘Dear Mayor King:

Governor Perdue has asked that | respond to your recent letter regarding the North .
Carolina L Department of Transportation’s application for Federal Discretionary Funding.
. We understand your commitment o the new Goldsboro Mulfi Modal Station and share
. your dedication to seeing this.come to fruiion.__ : : =

P All proposed projects must meet specific guidelines and no one state can request more
——————than-$300 million. It is our priority to aggressively pursue this-maximum amount -
available to the Department for replacing the 1-85 Yadkin River Bridge.

_While local governments have the ability to_apply directly fOLEederaI Discretionary__
Funding, we continue to consider the Yadkin River Bridge our number one priority due to
its state and regional significance. As you are ‘well aware, replacement of this bridge is
“critical to the long-term safety of our citizens and the economic well- -being of the region.

-—-This-corridor is utilized by major industry to move goods; sehool systems to transport
children, and citizens from every corner of our state.

The Department will continue to work closely with you and members of your staff to
identify other sources of funding to move the Goldsboro Union Station project forward.

Sincerely,
@-4&9-\7-«-@-&

Jim tmoreland, P.E.
Deputy Secretary for Transit

JW/mms
cc: Joseph Huffman, City Manager

Pat Simmans, Director Rail Division
‘Allan Paul, Operations and Facilities Director

PHONE 919-733-2520 FAX 919-733-9150
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W.A.Y:N-E
COUNTY
CHAMBER
= —

COMMERCE

P.O. Box 1107
308 N. William St.
Goldsboro, NC
27533-1107
(919) 734-2241

To Whom It May Concern:

The Wayne County Chamber of Commerce whole heartily endorses the
City of Goldsboro application for Enhancement Funds via the Metropolitan
Planning Process for the Goldsboro Union Station rehabilitation and reuse as a
multi-modal transportation center.

Goldsboro Union Station is the impetus for a comprehensive, multi-modal

transportation center development project focused on creating a seamless

transportation system that includes both urban and rural transit services, future.

passenger and commuter rail services and Greyhound/Trailways inner city bus

services. The project scope encompasses the restoration of the historic station
__building, development of the immediate station property and development of

nearby or adjacent property that will support ancillary uses.

GUS is a critical component of three complimentary, master plan goals. These . . __ .
include the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) passenger

rail service plan, the City of Goldsboro’s Downtown Master Planand ~
Comprehensive Historic Neighborhood Revitalization Plan.

NCDOT Public Transportation and Rail Divisions support, endorseand are
working in conjunction with the City of Goldsboro, Wayne county and GWTA

to develop the project. Gateway will operate from the station, relocation their =
administrative offices and transfer facility to the site. It is also expected thatthe
inner city bus service, Greyhounds/Trailways, will relocate their local operations

‘to the site. “This team effort will combine resources to provide a seamless — — =
system creating a viable transportation opportunity for the transit system.

To add further operational efficiency, GUS is an integral component of
developing an eastern North Carolina passenger rail service focused on linking
Wilmington and Raleigh as well as further points north and west, of which a
July 2005 NCDOT study supported. In addition, it is supported by
EASTRANS, a regional study financed by Knightdale, NCDOT and the Capital
Area Metropolitan organization to create a u-shaped commuter route connecting
Knightdale, Zebulon, Wilson and Goldsboro to Raleigh which proved such a
route would dramatically reduce the need for future costly alternative public
infrastructure. Albeit, it is projected that GUS’s development will both broaden
and strengthen the economic development capacity of eastern North Carolina by
providing the critical link for these many transportation developments.



The benefits of a true multi-modal system of this magnitude are numerous and
immeasurable. It will aid in meeting air quality thresholds of Wayne County’s
neighboring metropolitan areas and maintain local current acceptable levels. It
will meet ridership, workforce, industry, tourism, and military demand for
accessible and affordable transportation and it will bolster an on-going inner city
revitalization effort to strengthen private investment opportunities.

The Wayne County Chamber of Commerce and its 700 business members with
employment of over 20,000 area citizens request your support of this project,
which is extremely vital to the economic future of Goldsboro/Wayne County.

Sincerely, - - e

Steve Hicks |
Executive Director;-Wayne-Co_t_:pty Chamber of Commerce — —— e
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P.0.Box 751, Rocky MOUNT, NC 27802

September 15, 2008

The Honorable Al King, Mayor
City of Goldsboro

200 North Center Street
Goldsbaro, NC 27530

Dear Mayor King:_

Subject—GoldsHore URien Station — FHWA Trariqurt_a_tion Enhanéeméht Funds._

As you know, the North Carolina Department of Transportation and the City of
Goldsboro are actively seeking solutions for preserving and restoring the historic
Goldsboro Union Station for use as a Muiti-Modal Transportation Center. To -
date, the property has baen acquired, and a stabilization'contract'iS'D‘deérway_"

which is scheduled to be. completed by the end of 2008. These are significant™
steps, but we are always mindful of the need to identify additional funds fora — -
rehabilitation project.

hat the Department has identified $900,080 in—-

| am pleased to inform you !
Federal Highway Administration Transportation Enhancement Funds which may
be available for this project. To be eligible, the City is reguired to contribute a

10% matching amount of $100,000 for total funding of $1,000,000,

The Departmental staff within Highway Division 4, the Public Transportation
Division, and the Rail Division worked together to make these funds available via
the Public Transportation Division. Rail Division staff will manage the design and
project development and will work with City staff in the coming weeks to amend
the local Transportation Improvement Plan.

The Department has a long track record of successful historic rehabilitation
projects which now serve the traveling public of North Carolina. The Department
also places a high priority on those projects which will ultimately serve multipie
transportation modes. The City and County have an immediate need for bus
transit system facilities, and Goldsboro Union Station is ideally situated for that
purpose, as well as future commuter and intercity passenger rail service.

\

“

PHONE 252-037-6513 FAX 252-443-5744

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
MICHAELF. EASLEY GUS H. TuLLoss LYNDO TiPPETT
GOVERNOR BOARD OF TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY



The Honorable Al King 2 September 15, 2008

I look forward to working with you, Mayor, and the City of Goldsboro in
transforming the Goldsboro Union Station to its former use as a hub for
transportation in the Wayne County region.

Sincerely
Gou P TG0
Gus H. Tulloss

Board of Transportation Member

GHT/reg _
e Ricky E. Greene, Jr.,-PE, Division Engineer, NCDOT Highway Division.4

Patrick B~Simmons, Direcior, NCDOT Rail Division i1 el o
Miriam Perry, Director, NCDOT Public Transportation Division




" M, Jodm F. Scltiven, T, PE Divisfos Adrinistrtor
. wwwmyﬁnﬂmmm
: lammmmmmm

1dshasD, |

" Eﬁ‘ T@ﬁwm f‘ i —éumm*' —Bq;m; at; Go
Durm Sulhm

spplisatio mwwmmmwvm wtsgrabatinn divisians by codge
waﬂ»ﬁﬁe@mmwamw&@mf- ; et T B

— WWMWWWWWWMW&IQ&@WWQ@ 3 |

mmmmmmamm

PosOlfie Box 227 Galdihoro, N.C. ZTSKHIZT. (IS 7IL1435.  Fan 318) 191404



HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF GOLDSBORO, NC

P O BOX 1403 - GOLDSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 27533-1403
(919) 735-4226 - FAX (919) 731-4402
TTY (919) 587-9507 EXT. 162

COMMISSIONERS:

LK. WILLIAMSON, CHAIR ANTHONY GOODSON, JR., CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
GOLDIE H. SMITH, VICE CHAIR

JANICE L. HAM PHILIP A. BADDOUR, JR., ATTORNEY
RICHARD DURHAM

WILLIAM TURNER

JEAN WHITFIELD

EARL MURPHY

MAYOR ALFONZO KING, EX-OFFICIO

May 21, 2015

Dear Secretary Foxx,

This letter is written in support of the City of Goldsboro’s TIGER VII grant application. I am the CEO of the
Housing Authority of the City of Goldsboro and wish to express my full support for the Clty of Goldsboro’s

“application-for this'grant™ - e 2

The Housing Authority of the City of Goldsboro s mission is to prov1de safe; quality, and aﬁ'ordable housing to

~ famities; theelderly-amd-tire-disabled—Our success is umqueiy“tred“m“the—ecmromw-healtlroﬂhe—cny*md of —

Downtown Goldsboro_in particular. We work in close partnerships with both the_city and downtown.
Specifically;the TIGER- VII grant would improve transportation options, and-thus improve-job opportunities, for the
future by preparing our Union Station for the return of passenger rail to ourarea.” It would ‘allow for the completion
of the Streetscape project which would allow a more walkable and work-friendly environment for those facing
transportation and housing obstacles. Finally, the expansion of Cornerstone Commons would be creating a public
venue within walking distance for many of our residents. This area would provide activities for residents and their
children in a safe and useful social setting.

The housing options within a community are one of the first and most important areas affected by economic upturns
and improvements:” Better housing, better jobs and better transportation options build bettef; safer communities. To

award Goldsboro the TIGER VII grant would bring to near completion a concentrated effort to give Goldsboro the
economic-boost thatit needs;”

Thank you for your consideration.

Anthony Goodson, Jr.

Chief Executive Officer

Housing Authority of the City of Goldsboro
700 N. Jefferson Ave.

Goldsboro, NC 27530

Office: (919) 735-4226



HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF GOLDSBORO, NC

P O BOX 1403 - GOLDSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 27533-1403

COMMISSIONERS:
LK. WILLIAMSON, CHAIR
GOLDIE H. SMITH, VICE CHAIR
JANICE L. HAM
RICHARD DURHAM
WILLIAM TURNER
JEAN WHITFIELD
EARL MURPHY

MAYOR ALFONZO KING, EX-OFFICIO

(919) 735-4226 - FAX (919) 731-4402
TTY (919) 587-9507 EXT. 162

ANTHONY GOODSON, JR., CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
PHILIP A, BADDOUR, JR., ATTORNEY



WAYNE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

WAYNE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY CENTER

22 May 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Charles P. Gaylor, IV, Esq.

Director, Small Business Center )

Wayne Business and Industry Center at Wayne Community College
3000 Wayne Memorial Drive, Walnut Building Suite 108
Goldsboro, NC 27534

- RE: City of Goldsboro, North Carolina, applicant for TIGER VII, USDOT Federal Grant

N e _Szgcretary Foxx,
_ As always, I hope this letter finds you well.

I am writing to express support for the application submitted by the City of
Goldsboro, North Carolina, in response to the notification of the USDOT TIGER VII
__round of grant opportunities. Undoubtedly, you are receiving thousands of these very
letters from interested parties around the country all imploring you to show favor to
__their respective applications. Certainly, I am writing along the very same theme.
However, I first want to discuss the effect of another project funded (in part) by the

USDOT TIGER V round of grant opportunities.

Your agency saw fit to bestow upon Goldsboro an absolutely game-changing
opportunity with the TIGER V round of funding. We have seized that opportunity, and
re-doubled our efforts as a community. Since the announcement of that funding, the
City has generated growth unseen in generations. Below please find a list of new
businesses generated directly as a result of the revived energy surrounding the idea that
is “Downtown Goldsboro”. These are main street businesses, tax paying businesses,
property value increasing businesses. These are employers. At last count, we had about
60 new jobs generated through these businesses. That jobs count does not include any
of the labor to actually handle the construction. This is merely a number of people who
are newly employed by businesses located in the area within ear-shot of the
construction. I do not tell you this to imply that we are now on stable footing, but simply
to explain how committed the community is to properly utilizing the opportunity
afforded to us by these rounds of funding. We are committed to being a success story.

Wayne Community College, 3000 Wayne Memorial Dr., Goldsboro, NC 27534
(919) 739-6940 - www.wayneworksne.com



WAYNE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

WAYNE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY CENTER

Goldsboro currently has heavy construction equipment occupying the median of
Center Street. We are aggressively recreating our urban center and anticipate being
finished by the close of the calendar year. However, we are far from done. Goldsboro has
to push forward and maintain some momentum. In our application for USDOT TIGER
VII funding, we outline our future plan of work. This plan includes more public,
residential, and commercial development that is badly needed in a rather weathered
part of downtown. However, the part of this plan that I find particularly interesting for
your purposes is the rehabilitation of Union Station. As your agency continues to study
and impress upon communities the need to expand public and mass transit, Goldsboro
is here with a shovel ready project to do just that. Goldsboro is now finishing its main
transit complex the Gateway Transfer Center which connects the local transit services.
Union Station is hterally across the parking lot from this center and is ideally located
when AMTRAK is reactivated between Raleigh, NC and Wilmington, NC. In the interim
however, if this funding is acquired, Union Station will serve as a unique meeting
room/banquet facility that can accommodate 250+ persons seated in the Grand Hall,
plus additional seating outside, with office spaces on the 2nd floor. I share this with you
because this Station can serve our community, regardless of when NCDOT'is able to™
extend passenger rail service from Raleigh to. Wilmington.through Goldsboro,-all while
being ready to accommodate whatever mission may come its way.

Secretary Foxx, my ties to Goldsboro are pretty self-explanatory. I grew up in————"~
Goldsboro, left to go to college, and never really intended to come back. Many folks have
the same identical story, with their own personal twists. In July of 2013, my plans .
changed. I was offered the-position of Director for the Small Business Center-at-Wayne -
Community College. The Small Business Center (SBC) is a member center of the North
Carolina Community College System’s Small Business Center Network. We are put in
place exclusively to increase the number of viable business entities in our respective
service areas. My service area is Wayne County, NC. Based on my experience and
training, it is my professional-opinion that the recent economic up-tick in the-heart of
the county is a direct result of the funding from the TIGER V program. When people see
cranes, bulldozers, backhoes, and other heavy equipment working diligently for the first
time in decades, they get excited. This excitement has placed us on the precipice of
another great opportunity. We need your agency’s support through this current USDOT
TIGER VII round of funding.

Thank you again for your support!

Best Wishes,
Chardse P %74%, ~V

Charles P. Gaylor, IV Esq.

Wayne Community College, 3000 Wayne Memorial Dr., Goldsboro, NC 27534
(919) 739-6940 - www.wayneworksnc.com
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WAYNE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

WAYNE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY CENTER

sses that Opened Since Construction began with Streetscape Project (200 N. Center St.) in 2012
AS OF 1 MAY 2015

L PN EWNR

10
11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

Uniquely R’s
The Gladstone
Village Rising
Kinetic Minds
Gospel Café
Matchbox
Yoga Connection
Jolo’s English Bistro
Rags/Screen It
. Emiline’s Candy Emporium
. Zennubian 7 Tea House _
._Dancing Butterfly , e
. Thistle Bee Quilt Shoppe
. Kakey Kakes - P
. Laughing Owl g
. Towne’s Antiques ==
. Premiere Cuts
. Goldsboro Resale Center
. OptimistClub
. Home Choice Health Care
. A Plus Life Skills
. Positive Influences
. Tier Zero Gaming
. John Henry Hunter, Atty.
. Disabled Veterans America
. Ed’s Southern Cuisine
. Chef Herb's Bistro & Catering
. Center Street Bazzar
. Our Way Wellness (fitness)
. Rail House
. Bad Dog Café
. Hidden Treasures Thrift Store
. Ann Wright, CPA
. Arts Council
. Power Flow Fitness
. Salon Sei Bella
. Haulin’ Hog

ael———— PR SS—

Wayne Community College, 3000 Wayne Memorial Dr., Goldsboro, NC 27534
(919) 739-6940 - www.wayneworksnc.com



WAYNE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

WAYNE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY CENTER

Coming Soon (Leases Signed):

1

2.
3.
4

Carolina Pine Country Store

Sumo’s (Restaurant)

GAT Foods (Local Zaxby’s Corporate Offices)
Construction Company (Name to yet be released)

Properties Sold to New Owners/Investors:

1.
2.
3.
4.

5~

130 E. Walnut Street — Donated to DGDC

205/207 E. Walnut Street — Edgerton Apartments/Optimist Club

101 N. Center Street— Goldsboro Drug Co. Bldg.

223 N. John Street

108 N-Center Street— — =

6112 SJohwStreet=Soon-to-be New Offices of Jason Blackbarn, Att- Office=
7._141 N. Center Street ~ o 3

8.
ol

203 N. William Street_ ___ o ,
107 N. Center Street — Townes Antiques

Wayne Community College, 3000 Wayne Memorial Dr., Goldsboro, NC 27534
(919) 739-6940 - www.wayneworksnc.com



v W

WAYNECOUNTY

«Chamber G Commerce-

May 27, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.8. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx,

I am contacting you on behalf of the Wayne County Chamber of Commerce concerning the
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery VII funds and the impact on our community
at-large. Over twenty million dollars has alr already been invested in the project with th City, State and Federal

funds over the last e:ght years Funding to complete this project will absolutely maximize the prior— -

Over the past eight years, the City of Goldsboro has worked with the private sector to create e reinvestment
through major capital investment projects to revitalize our county seat. The TIGER-VII Prolect isan
extension and completion of the awarded TIGER V Project, which our community is incredibly thankful
for. _Award of thlsapphcatxon wnuld complete the project and maximize the investments already —~
committed. This project will also.create/retain 503 jobs and generate $9.9M to local/regional economy
through household income. The Proposed Project includes: Completion of a TIGER V Center Street
streetscape project with two blocks, rehabilitation of a historic train station, implementation of
Wayfinding Signage System Plan for downtown and the Goldsboro MPO and development of a ‘street
extension for community-use.- The economic impact of these investments is tremendous.

The establishment of passenger rail service through eastern NC to connect Raleigh to Wilmington
requires the readiness and use of Union Station. Funding for Union Station would catapult the $9.95M
investment around the area.

The impact of these projects is monumental not only locally, but for the State of North Carolina!

Sincerely,

Kate Daniels,
ident, Wayne County Chamber of Commerce
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Preservation North Carolina

Tie Historic Dvseroation Fanndation of Nevih Carolins, Fne
Saning bistoric pirces impoviant i tixe diverse praple of Nsrth Criralii

May 21, 2015
BOARD OF DIRECTORS A
Secretary Anthony Foxx
Redney Swink, Raley A .
il i Mf”* U.S. Department of Transportation
Ved Schedn, Relogli Office of the Secretary

Vi Chairminn ud Clisireimy-Kiut 5
Bettic Hdwards Murchizon, Wake Voreat 1200 New Jersey AVB., SE-

Jeretary .
Doon Ti, Chapel 118 Washington, DC 20590
“Treasaper
Bruce Mazieard, Axhesille .
APt Eoeatie Camawints Mo Dear Secretary Foxx,
Eddiz Belk, Durlam
’ i psl hf . L] LT A 4 -
Dfmimi.(tm;mc On behalf of Preservation North Carolina (PNC), North Carolina’s only
Jomes };\m}\ Linficld - __statewide historic preservation organization, I am pleased to endorse the City of
B Veer friic .
Ramona Bastos, Raleigh Goldsbom s TIGER VI pmposal for the renovation and reuse of Goldsboro’s
Anne Rendleman Dinic), Lsmnwbm- Unlon Stahon.

Anr: Faireloth, Clinvish B

Ned Powler, Boone I e

{Tsﬁﬁ?ﬂl‘iﬁgj’gg{& —-- Since 2006, Preservation North Carolina has bceitr\;}orking with the Downtown
Ansie Jacobs, Wilmingron , Goldsboro Development Commission (DGDC) to spur economic redevelopment
(e LR PR e and restore historic homes in and around downtown Goldsboro. The City of
Auturmnss Ricnson Michael, Davidson Goldsboro has acquired condemned and tax-foreclosed properties for the project
B f;i‘l;mf’g,ﬂm‘_’ =~ and provided $150,000 toward 'a.cquisiliaillstfibiiiiat;iqn costs. PNC has sold
Jrnn,;: :t:al:vuf;:ﬂ;tm' N more than twenty vacant historic houses “as is™ to diverse buyers who have
1 [l Al - . Y ¥ M il
o Tsiddy, e belFae committed to rehabilitating them for their own homes. We have recently taken
Flayes Wauford, Winston-Sak ines an | '
Wl SR things one step further. .
3 Mysick Howaed, Peesident In the last six months, PNC has raised more than $235,000 in private funds (with
omnices requests totaling $125,000 from private foundations still outstanding) to
Brigs s Uil strategi.cal!y af:quim and _rt?nova'te abandoged histotic glouses that are pivptal 1o
1 lenbgwemices, Rokeigh the revitalization of the neighborhood. This approach is fundamentally different
b from our traditional model of operation; we will renovate these houses before
Siff‘;’é,“;'%:{” Widwingten selling them for owner-occupancy. Our focus has been on houses near the
’ intersection of Virginia and Mulberry Streets, very near Goldsboro’s Union
?;gf;;’%gﬁ Lidertou Station. By focusing our efforts on key houses in close proximity to one
another, we can create synergies that will help revitalize the neighborhood as a

Piduant Offie, 1o

g i whole.

T e ety So too arc there synergies between projects funded by DOT’s TIGER V and
TIGER Vi1 grants and our neighborhood revitalization efforts, The Virginia
Street/Mulberry Strect neighborhood is located one block away from both Center
Street {2 primary beneficiary of TIGER V funds) and Union Station (the
proposed beneliciary of TIGER VII funds).

Hoadyuarters 220 Fayctieville Strect, Suite 200, RO. Box 27644, Raleigh, NC 27611-7644
919-832.3652 * fix 919-B32-1651 » coannail: info@presnc.arg ¢ www.LrescrvationNCoorg



The renovation of Center Street has already had a profound impact on the quality of life for the pioneers
who have recently moved in to the Virginia Street neighborhood. Thanks to the TIGER V grant, these new
residents find themselves just a short walk away from numerous new downtown restaurants, retail shops,
and community meeting places -- a win-win for both the residents and the downtown businesses.

The transformative effect of the USDOT’s TIGER V grant and DGDC and PNC’s neighborhood
revitalization work in Goldsboro is already been fangible, and the proposed renovation and reuse of Union
Station will exponentially increase this impact. As a private nonprofit statewide organization that is decply

committed to investing its time and resources in Goldsboro, Preservation North Carolina strongly supports
the City of Goldsboro™s TIGER VII request.

Please let me know if you need additional information.

Sincerely,

J. Myrick- Howard— —— — ‘
Presidert———————— - = — -
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North Carclina

May 20, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Fox,

On behalf of the Goldsboro Historic District Commission, I would like to express our full
and enthusiastic support of the City of Goldsboro’s Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant application for the 2015 appropriation.
The first TIGER grant is already making a tremendous difference in the economic
prospects, attitudes, and profile of the City, and with continued support through the next
round of funding, Goldsboro can be transformed.

-—The heritage of the City of Goldsboro-is.embodied-ir-its buildings, landscape features and- - e -

cultural sites, which-are-among the most-valued-and-important assets of our community. =
Goldsboro’s Union Station is a landmark building that embodies important elements of

our cultiire; history, and architecture, The station s an integral part of our history, but e
will also be an equally important part of our future through transportation and e
passenger rail service that will stimulate business and enhance the environmental quality

of our historic district. =~ .

Downtown Goldsboro is an area that is poised for additional business and residential

investments. Goldsboro's downtown area-is comprised of historic commercial and-——— -
residential structures occupied by many of Goldsboro’s small businesses, We have

already seen many new businesses open and many historic houses are being

rehabilitated. The rehabilitation of Union Station, the completion of the Center Street

Streetscape, implementation of Wayfinding Signage and the development of a street

extension for community use are critical to help ensure additional and continued

investment. =

The Goldshoro Historic District Commission unanimously supports these projects and
we are committed to supporting the Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation’s
Neighborhood Plan and Master Plan to enhance appearance, desirability and vitality of
Downtown Goldsboro. These projects will benefit all modes of transportation and
improve the quality of life for those who live here, and attract new residents, visitors and
businesses.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Allisén Platt, Chairman
City of Goldsboro Historic District Commission

www.goldsboronc.gov



WAYNE MEMORIAL HOSPATAL

Wayne Healtlh Coipoiation

May 26, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER VIi) Grant Funding

Dear Secretary Foxx:

The purpose of this letter is to express full and total support, on behalf of Wayne Memorial Hospital, for the City of
Goldsboro’s application to secure TIGER VII funding to complete four transportation and economic growth related

———————-—-—projects:— — —-

Union Station Multi-Modal Transportation Facmty site lmprovéments

—Center-Street Streetscape Projects——————— - e
_ Cornerstone Commons Development )
Wayfinding Signage Plan Implementation for Goldsboro MPO & Downtown

own e

" These four projects will further Goldsboro's strategic transportation planning and have significant impacts on the
future financial benefits to the Goldsboro, North Carolina community. Further, the strategic benefits of the TIGER

_=V grant, previously awarded to Goldsboro, can be leveraged with the successful allocation of the requested TIGER
Vil grant funding.

~The City of Goldsboro is applying to complete four major transportation and infrastructure projects in our
—community targeted in a downtown area that comprises historic commercial and residential structures occupied
by many of Goldsboro’s small businesses. Since the implementation of the TIGER V began, over thirty-four new
———businesses have opened in the TIGER V project area, attesting to.the economic success of the goals asserted in the
“application. These areas are poised to create more opportunities for additional business and residential
investments. Both private and public organizations have been working cooperatively for many years to reinvest in
the area through major capital investment projects. Those asserted benefits are now being realized as evidenced
by the continued growth of businesses locating in downtown Goldsboro.

Clearly, Goldsboro's civic, business, government, and private organizations want to continue reinvesting in the
center of the business community in order to achieve additional economic growth and development. Goldshoro
has proven its capability to use the funding wisely and with measurable success. The TIGER VIl funding will take
Goldsboro on the final leg of its journey to improve the downtown area and maximize the community’s potential
for future growth and development.

Thank you for your consideration and favorable decision.

Sincerely,

Thomas A. Bradshaw
Vice President, Operations

p: 919.736.1110 P.O. Box 8001, Goldsboro, NC 27533 www.waynehealth.org
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Goldeboro Development Corporation
May 26, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx
UsDOT

Office of the Secretary
1200 New lJersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Goldsboro, NC TIGER VIl Project

Dear Secretary Foxx,

As President of the Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation, | am writing this letter in support of the
City of Goldsboro’s application in pursuit of a TIGER VIl grant. Goldsboro’s efforts towards economic__

___revitalization_have been tremendously successful as the result of the hard of work of its_citizens.and employees

and the cooperatlon of local, state and federalgc governments. This TIGER VIl grant would put us in the position to
bring to completion a Iarge part t of our master- plan.

The completion of Goldsboro’s Streetscape project has the potential to infuse our downtown areas with a
significant economic boost. This completion would make downtown a draw for new businesses. Since the start
of our current Streetscape project, new businesses have been opening up on a regular basis. With new
businesses, come-new jobs._New jobs make ‘ajl of the difference in revitalization.efforts. — =

Along with funding for the Streétscape Project, we are also asking for funds to complete our Cornerstone
Commons. The expansion of this venue will mean public areas that will be the location for events, concerts,
farmers markets, and children’s activities. it'will engage our town and young people in useful and enriching=
activities. This space will be a centerpiece for our downtown and will allow us to focus on bringing even more
residents, jobs and travel and tourism dollars to our economy.

Finally, the completion of the renovation of Union Station will be possible with this grant. The return of
passenger rail to our town would be explosive on the economic front. Beyond that possibility, the rehabilitation
of this historic structure is a necessity for Goldsboro. Its rehabilitation will provide a meeting and banquet
facility that would generate income for our city and provide job and business opportunities that would benefit
our entire city and the surrounding communities.

Thank you for your consideration. We believe that Goldsboro is and will be the perfect example of the
successful implementation of the TIGER grant.

Sincerely,

’ [ )
Terry Light
President, Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation

2186 E. Walnut Street/PO Box 202 . Goldsboro . NC . 27530/27533 . 919.7354959 . www.dgdc.org



FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
FOR HEALTHY LIVING

May 24, 2015
Office of the Secretary of Transportation

Department of Transportation

On-behalf of theGoldsboro—Farmrih VICAthis—letter—serves as~oursupport-for-the-City——
of Goldsboro in their grant application-for the Transportation Investment Generating — ————
Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant funds through the Office of the Secretary of

Transportation, DOT. ~

The City of Goldsboro is applying to complete several major transportation and =
infrastructure-needs-in-our-community-targeted in-a downtown area-comprised-of
historic commercial and- residential structures occupied by many of Goldsboro’s small -
businesses. Due to the economic conditions of this area, the City of Goldsboro has —
been strategically working with the private sector to create reinvestment through
major capital investment projects to revitalize our County seat in the last six years.

Funding from this grant will help the City of Goldsboro to accomplish these projects. —
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Kriquette Davis

Associate Executive Director

GOLDSBORO FAMILY YMCA

P.O. Box 10355 1105 Parkway Drive
Goldsboro, NC 27532

P: 919-778-8557 F: 919 778-8645



G. K. BUTTERFIELD ‘ COMMITTEE ON
151 DISTRICT, NORTILCARDUNA LA > ENERGY AND COMMERCE

) R & SUBCOMMITTEES
205 Raviues Housk O i e Buitiisa 4*‘ - Raswave Mesarr, COMMERCE,
WastnaTox, DC 20815-3301 o MARUFACTURING & TRADE

(202 225-3101)
FACSIMILL: (202) 225-3354

@ongress of the United States CHILF DEPUTY WHIP
House of Representatives

ESVIRUNMENT & 101 Bensony

May 21, 2015

The Honorable Anthony Foxx, Secretary
U. S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20950

Dear Mr. Secretary:

[ am wn]tlng this le._‘tte;'—;)g:g_uppo@ox‘ the City of Goldsboro and their request for funding via the

Transportation InvestmentGenerating Economic Recovery (TIGER)- grant program. The City of
' ious TIGER funding that-hasrevitalized-and-rejuvenated-the City’s

downtown area immensely:— — -

The City of Goldsboro was the recipient of TIGER V funding in 2013. It is not difficult to see the
dramatic improvements that have been made to their downtown area, It is my belief that the City has
embraced and has made great strides to satisfy the spirit of the TIGER grant initiative. Their approach
utilizing transit and transportation infrastructure planning and improvements to elevate their community’s
quality of life and to positively impact the economic environment of the community is noteworthy and
commendable. o

With the above referenced in mind, I submit this letter of support on behalf of the City of Goldsboro and
their request for funding via the TIGER program. I am respectfully requesting full and- fair consideration
to their proposal utilizing your established review and selection protocols and procedures. Please direct
any questions correspondence to my Director of Economic Development, Mr. Reginald Speight, at 252-
237-9816 or via email at reginald.speight@mail house.gov.

Very truly yours,

G. K. Butterfield
Member of Congress

DISTRICT OFFIUTES —

216 N.E. Nasn S1Recl, S1e B I WersT Trurp STReERT
Wi soen, NC 27892 WeLpoN, NC 276850
Tereryone: (352) 237-9516 TE FPHONE: (252) 53R-4123

FACSIMILE: (2529291 0356 Facsir: (252) 5386516



May 26, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.5. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Tiger Vil Grant Application
Dear Mr. Foxx:

Thank you for taking the time to read and reflect upon my letter concerning the Tiger VIl Grant
opportunity and Goldsboro, North Carolina (Wayne County). | certainly continue to appreciate the Tiger
V Grant funds and what that means to our city, county, and state but i think more needsto be .
completed and with the assistance of the Tiger VIl Grant it can happen.

We relocated from Charlotte, North Carolina to Wayne County, North Carolina a few years ago. As a
long time Charlotte resident, i saw first hand how the revitalization of uptown Charlotte made sucha __

difference to the city, county and state. We had safe places such as museums and testaurants to g0 and

explore. We had places to take relatives and friends as they came to visit and all of thls means more

—revemefoﬁhe*&rty*cﬁ&haﬁottevnd—hﬂeckienbu rg County: — ——p

| would love to see this happen in Goldsboro and Wayne County, North Carolina. | realize that it would
not be on the scale of Charlotte but great things could happen here if we were able to secure an
additional Tiger Grant in order to build on what we are starting. The financial impact would be
wonderful and it would continue to aide in the growth of businesses to our area. The results could also
allow for great tourism in our area — places to go and things to do just as in the Charlotie Uptown. The
infrastructure for'a future rail system (from Goldsboro to Raleigh, NC) would change the entiréoutiook
for the area and would assist us in maintaining our area as an upcoming destination instead of a dying
town and county.

The impact of additional-funding-and improving infrastructure woutd also aide-in-futtre- BRAC—
evaluations and increase the prospect of Seymour Johnson Air Force Base staying in Goldsboro. The
reverse is also true that if the base was forced to close Goldsboro and Wayne County would be in a
better position to survive the closure.

I would be proud say that | had been a part of revitalizing two cities and counties. | would also love to be
able to say that we have great places in the state, both big and small, to live and visit. | would appreciate
any assistance you can provide to Goldsboro and Wayne County in helping us to obtain the Tiger Grant
VIL.

This is a brief synopsis of my thoughts on securing Tiger Grant VII. If you would like to discuss this in
further detail or have any questions please let me know. Again, | thank you for your time and

consideration.

Sincerely,

%"’% W K—



Downtown
Goldsboro
Merchants'
Association

May 26, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx
usDOT

Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washing ton DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx,

On behalf of the Downtown Goldsboro Merchants’ Association, we are in full support of the
-—CGity of Geldsboro’s application for TIGER VIl and the investment in-the further revitalization of
——downtowp— —— ———— - =

——————— _

As downtown businesses and residents, we have seen and benefitted from the ongoing -
" improvements of downtown, and we believe the funding requested from TIGER VI! funds will fill
"*-*the gapz —The restoration of Goldsboro Union Station wnII serve the- community as a multi-modal
“transportation system for future commuter rail services to Eastern North Carolina — connecting
outsiders to our welcoming downtown community of shops, restaurants and events. The
economit impact from the train station will fiot only afféct current businesses, but help develop
more businesses and jobs in the future. In addition, we believe the continuation and
completion of the Center Street Streetscape project, the implemeritation of street signage and
-—the expansion and improvements to the Cornerstone Commons will aid in the promotion of our
Main Street Community. Not only will the corridor to our City be refreshed, but our community
——will profit from future farmers markets and festivals:— — -

The Downtown Goldsboro Merchants’ Association is committed to seeing downtown Goldsboro
prosper and grow, and we stand firm in believing that TIGER VII will further assist in completing

this goal.
Sincerely,
Wayne Turner Ruth Glisson

The Flying Shamrock Pub Uniquely R’s



May 15, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx
USDOT

Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC_20590

Secretary Foxx,__

On behalf of the Railroad Task Force, we are writing to encourage TIGER Discretionary funds for the
Goldsboro Main S&.™ Revitalization Transportation Project submiitted 5y the City 6f Goldsboro. Union
Statiorrisoneof the premiier historic buildings i Goldsboro and s the finest train station remaining in North

Carolina that has'not already been rehabilitated. el e

The Cityof Goldsboro and the Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporatioin hiave shown their
commitment to completing projects laid out in the TIGER Grant application, having already made great
investments into the project sites. To date $3,225,000 has been invested into Union Station resulting from a
2007 North Carolina Department of Transportation and City of Goldsboro partnership that utilized state and

local funding. The first block of the Streetscape Project was completed in November of 2012. The City of

Goldsboro has also invested $300,000 info the neighborfioods that surround the outlined projéct site through
their Historic Neighborhood Revitalization Plan resulting in 18 previously unoccupied homes sold to single-
family, owner occupied families. TIGER funds will allow the City to continue these great projects that will

benefit Goldsboro and Wayne County as well as Eastern North Carolina,

The Railroad Task Force is excited to see Downtown Goldsboro_restored to its former glory. Development of
these projects Will further support the state’s passenger rail service and lay the foundation for a multi-modal
transportation center in Wayne County. We hope you’ll help us play a key role in opening up Eastern North
Carolina for future rail travel.

Best,

(% } ?}Mﬂ/) - Oﬁéi&f O? ZXaN
: j >
T.P. Gayloy, N1 Sanford L. Korschun Dave Quick;

bb &j



‘_J F,
2

North Garolina General Assembly

-~
Senate
SEMNATOR LOUIS M PATE, JR COMMITTEES
D e CENT EROMEMEORE APPROPRIATIONS/BASE BUDGET
TR R APPROPRIATIONS ON HEALTH AND HuMAN
OFFICE ADDRESS: 1028 LEGISLATIVE BUILDING SERVICES — CO-CHAIR
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LENOIR PITY AND WAYNE COQUNTIES

Secretary Anthony Foxx
U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE... . == e
~_Washington, DC 20590 e "t (e

Deéar Secretary Foxx:

It is my pleasure to write in support of the City of Goldsboro’s pursuit of a TIGER VII
Grant (Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery). The funds from this
grant will be extremely beneficial to complete the following projects:

1. Rehabilitation of Union Station

2. Continuation to completion of the Center Street Streetscape project with the 300 and
400 blocks of South Center Street; -

3. Expansion and improvements to Cornerstone-Commons. The Commons will be
doubled in size extending to the South and include amenities such as a splash playground,
public restrooms, permanent market shelters, a stage for outdoor concert venues, lighting,
vegetation, a computerized kiosk, tables and chairs, public art and other features.

4. Creation and implementation of the Wayfinding Signage System for the Greater
Goldsboro area. We are currently working with a consultant to complete the design and
plan study for this system. The study should be completed by June 2015.

If these projects were to be funded and completed, the City of Goldsboro will have
completed what it set forth in terms of needed public investments identified to realize the
vision of the 2007 Downtown Master Plan.



Secretary Anthony Foxx

May 20, 2015
Page Two

Secretary Foxx, your consideration of this request will be greatly appreciated.

" LMP/ep

Sincerely,

Louis M. Pate, Jr.



WAYNE COUNTY

COUNTY MANAGER
GEORGE A.WOO0OD
b1 oc Dl
Phone: (919) 731-1435
Fax (919) 731-1446
May 29, 2015
To Whom It May Concern,

[ am writing on behalf of the County of Wayne to express my ardent support of the City of
Goldsboro and the submission of their TIGER VII Project Proposal.

On the whole, the scope of. the.PrOJecLaddresses safety, access, environment, quality-oflife, — —— -—

__fiscal responsibilit; ity issues by coupling land use-and transportation
planmng The project is carefully prepared commumty-centrxc and above all largely impactful.

The various facets of the project currently underway (the Gateway Transfer Center Constiuction,- ~
Center Street Streetscape, Union Station Site Work and Streetscape) address transportation
alternatives and solutions in innovative and sustainable ways. Collectively they constitute a
$15.1M investment to downtown. These investments are not singular to downtown,; they will
have a profound impact on Goldsbord, Wayne County and the State of North Carolina. We._..
recognize the value of these investments and feel confident the execution of each sub-project,
enabled by TIGER VII fundmg, would create a magnitude of impact.

Without a doubt the completion of the projects outlined in the City of Goldsboro’s TIGER VII —
Proposal would spur reinvestment and deve]opment generate significant economic returns

including the creation of up-to 500 new jobs and, in short, result in tremendous regionial”
enhancement.

We believe in the transformative community changes that the TIGER VII Project will facilitate
and offer our support.

Sincerely,

O

George A. Woo
Wayne CountyManager

THE GOOD LIFE. GROWN HERE.

PO BOX 227
GOLDSBORO, NC 27533



309 E. CHESTNUT STREET (27530}

P.O. BOX 1280

B GOLDSBORO, NC 27533

EEE PH: 919.731.770C

- FAX: 919.580.9147

NORTH CAROLINA www.waynealliance.org

DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE INC,

May 28, 2015
Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of the Wayne County Development Alliance and its Board of Directors, please
accept this letter of support for the City of Goldsboro’s application for TIGER grant funds.

As the economic development agency for Wayne County and its seven municipalities,
= including the City of Goldsboro, we recognize the importance of havingavibrantand
o “EconomrcaIlysound‘Countvseat—WFhavewrtnEssedThe progressznd*perseverW
————  the- Cltweadershipaﬁd—pﬁva’fe-seeteﬂaavedemenstrated in-an efforttorestore-and/or———————
develop multiple facilities and sitesin and-around the downtown area. The rehabilitation of ———-
Union Station, the construct:on of the Gateway Transit Authority Transfer Facility, and-the
completion of the Center Street §treetscape project are vital components to the overall
_Master Plan for the City of Goldsboro. ot

Therefore, it is our request that you give serious thought and consideration to the application
submitted by the City of Goidsboro. While there has been significant public and private - “—

. : investment to date in downtown.Goldsboro, the TIGER grant funds are absolutely.necessary____. .
to ensure the aforementioned projects can become a beneficial reality to the citizens of
Goldsboro and Wayne County.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Yours truly,

s, President

WAYNETODAY. . WORLD TOMORROW.



@ity of Goldshorn
3.0, Bratrer A

North Caroling {919 735-5121
20513970

March 27, 2007

John F. Sullivan 111, PE Division Administrator
US Transportation Federal Hwy Administration

310 New Bern Ave., Suite 410
~Raleigh, NC 27601 ___ -

~ On behalf of the City of Goldsboro and the Downtown Goldsboro Development -
‘Corporation, we the undersigned, are asking for your favorable consideration of the
~Transportation Community and Systemm Pregervation Program grant application. submitted
"~ on behalf of our community. We see this project as & vital component of our Downtown
efforts and believe that the renovation of the Union Station Depot will contribute to the
prosperity of Goldsboro, Wayne County, and the entire State of North Carolifia- We
believe this project is a critical element of our efforts to bring passenger rail, commuter
rail, improved freight lines between Wilmington and Raleigh, access to ports'in
""‘MoreheadﬂCify and also aid our local consolidated transportation system.

If you have any questifhs, please let us know.

= y./4

Sincerely, /\//
s 1/

~ L] ' [ A //']

YTV AM v

i /f:"_,ﬂ:_/r":
Cf;,-" Alfonzo Mg

X \

N/

Pl
£ Joseph Huffman
City Manager



Downtown
Goldsboro
Merchants’
Association

April 14, 2014

Secretary Anthony Foxx
usboT

Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washing ton DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx,
On behalf of the Downtown Goldsboro Merchants’ Association, we are in full support of the
City of Goldsboros-application for-TIGER VI and the investment in the further-revitalization of-

_— _downtown. ... ___ . ==——a—

~&conomicimpact from thetrain station will not only affect current businésses, but help develop

As downtown businesses and residents, we have seen and benefitted from the ongoing

improvements of downtown, and we believe the funding requested from TIGER VI funds will fill
the gap. The restoration-of Goldsboro Union Station will serve the community as a multi-modal
transportation system for future commuter rail services to Eastern North Carolina — connecting

outsiders to our welcoming downtown community of shops, restaurants and events-The -

more businesses and jobs in the future, In addition, we believe the confinuation and™
completion of the Center Street Streetscape project and the expansion and improvements to
the Cornerstone Commons will aid in the promotion of healthy living and bringing an— -
alternative transportation through the Mountain- to-Sea Trail goers. Not only will the corridor

to our City be'refreshed, but our community will profit from future farmers markets and
festivals.

The Downtown Goldsboro Merchants’ Association is committed to seeing downtown Goldsboro
prosper and grow, and we stand firm in believing that TIGER VI will further assist in completing
this goal. ‘

Sincerely,

Wayne Turner Ruth Glisson
The Flying Shamrock Pub Uniquely R’s



October 27, 2006
In regards to: Goldsboro Union Depot

Thomas A. Betts, Jr.
PO Box 1220
Rocky Mount, NC 27802

Dear Thomas A. Betts, Jr.:

~— I'wanted to thank you first for takmg the time to meet with us September 21,
2006 in Wilson. It was a pleasure and I hope it will not be the last. On behalf of us
all“here-irGoldsboro; we also-wanttothank you-for-your-recent -efforts to-help
seeure-the Depot through NCDOT. Mr. Allan-Paul-has been keeping us briefed and
has shared with us the Union Depot’s position on the NCDOT meeting agendas for
November 1 and 2, 2006. Mr. Paul has been a great asset to us and we are very

thankful to both him and you for the support.

" "1know I do not have to tell you how great it will be for Goldsboro, Wayne
County and all of eastern North Carolina to have this Depot restored, reused and
ready to serve as a catalyst for passenger and commuter rail service. We are all
looking forward to the day! Thank you for your efforts-and please know that they
are appreciated.

Respectfully yours,

Julie M. Thompson
Executive Director

cc: Mayor Al King
Joe Huffman, City Manager
Charles P. Gaylor
Jimmie Edmundson



o« T

COMMUNITY
CREDLIY UNIDN

2401 E. Ash St.
Goldsbhoro, NC 27534

To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing today on behalf of North Carolina Community Federal Credit Union, headquartered in
Goldsboro, N.C. to express our institution's eamest support of the downtown area revitalization efforts
spearheaded by the Downtown Goldshoro Development Corporation and the City of Goldsboro.

It has come to our attention that the City is eligible to apply for a TIGER Vi loan grant to further planned
revitalization efforts, and we support that endeavor completely. As an institution operating within the
outskirts of the downtown Goldsboro area for decades, we are witnessing firsthand the incredible impact
that such funding can make. We've watched the streetscapes transform to become clean and modem, yet
still reminiscent of their historic beauty. Businesses are returning and renovating storefronts and the area is
quickly regaining its reputation as a hub of the City and the County, - —

Should add:tlonal fundmg be granted in 2014, it would allow forthewns;onﬂjhesawonhy pro;ects that

to not only aur |IVe|lh00d but the ||vel|hood of the hundreds of small - to medlum sized busmesses that

—operate withirthe city limits. Specifically, the TIGER'V

restoration of the historic Union Station—which alone could open up a mynad of business opportunities ”
_with the space being used for banquet or meeting facilities or office space. It would also make additional
-strides in our preparation to offer passenger rail service through Goidsboro once again.

___Additionally, the grant could be utilized to further expand Comerstone Commons and make it a place for
individuals and families to enjoy. All efforts in summation lead to more activity and economic growth in the
‘downtown area, which will naturally spread growth to other areas of the city and county as well.

-~ Wewant new-business and visitors to come from states away and decide that they-just have to stay and
spend their time and money in Goldsboro, NC! We've seen the return on the investments made into the

dowrtown area thus far, and will support the continuation of these'efforts in-any way that we can.

Smcerely,

S 4 /L \_L‘_//u&u_

MarkkR. Lesnau
President and Chief Executive Officer
North Carolina Community Federal Credit Union



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PAT MCCRORY 1501 MAIL SERVICECENTER, RALRIGH, N. C. 27699 -1501 ANTHONY J. TATA
GOVERNOR SECRETARY
May 31, 2013

The Honorable Al King

City of Goldsboro

200 North Center Street

Goldsboro, North Carolina 27530

Subject: Goldsboro Union Station and Streetscape ~ NCDOT Letter of Support
Dear Mayor King:

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) supports the City of Goldsboro in

.applying for TIGER funds for its proposed_Center_Street Streetscape Improvements, Gateway
Bus Transfer Center, and Goldsboro Union Station rehabilitation project. _The City of Goldsboro
and NCDOT have already made a significant investment in the project, and TIGER funds will -~

make-it-possible to progress-this-impoertantinitiative— -— -

Local plans are for the Goldsboro Union Station to ultimately be the core of a new Multi-Modal

Transportation Center in downtown that-wili-serve future intercity passenger rail service,” "
commuter rail, local bus service, and intercity buses. There is considerable support on a local
government priority level for expanding rail service to eastern North Carolina via Goldsboro,
which would serve travelers. within.North_Carolina, and provide-connections to-existing-long
distance trains serving the northeast and Gulf coast. Goldsboro has also been considered an.
eastern terminus of commuter rail service west to Raleigh and beyond. The station will draw_
customers from a large geographic area of central North Carolina that is currently under served

by alternative means of transportation,-such as-rail and transit service and will drive area—
development.

The North Carolina Department of Transportation has historically supported projects which
enhance multiple modes and local transportation priorities, as iliustrated by our nationally-
acclaimed Train Station improvement Program. The Goldsboro Union Station is ideally situated
to serve future passenger rait and bus services. The project will ultimately serve every facet of
the NCDQOT mission to connect people and places in North Carolina — safely and efficiently and
to drive economic deveiopment and job creation.

Thank you for your assistance and please let me know if you have any questions.

j?;@b@m foi

Jim Trogdon, PE — Chief Operating Officer

cc: Gus H. Tulloss, Board of Transportation Member
Deputy Secretary Richard J. Walls, P.E.
Paul C. Worley, Rail Division Director
John Rouse, P.E., Division Engineer

PHONE 915-707-2800 FAX $19-733-9150



The Paramount Theatre Foundation
P.O. BOX 2063, GOLDSBORO, NC 27533

May 15, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx,

I write this letter both as the President of the Paramount
Theatre Foundation, and as a lifelong resident of Goldsboro - —
North Carolina. For all of my 50-year work career I have
maintained my primary office’if downtown Goldsboro. I have
witnessed first-hand the decline in our downtown due to the
growth of motels, shopping centers,7and suburban housing.
Recently, due in part to the TIGER V grant we were awarded in
2014, I have seen a resurgence in traffic in the downtown

area. As alandlord of property in downtown Goldsboro I can
also state that there is more interest in locating in our
downtown area than in any time during the past 40-years.”

The three events that have contributed to the traffic and
growth has been:

e the completion of Stage I of StreetScapes,

e the renovations arising from the 2014 TIGER V grant,
and

e the construction of the Paramount Theatre in downtown
Goldsboro.



Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
May 15, 2015

Page 2

I am aware that USDOT has made another round of funding
available through TIGER VII. I am also aware that the City of
Goldsboro has or will apply for a grant to complete the
following projects:

s the contimuation of the Streetscape project,

—— —e—rehabilitation-of- Unien-Station; e — —

e expansion-and improvements to Cornerstone Commons,
and - - S

o the creation and implementation of a Wayfinding Signage”
System,

I would like to thank you for providing the funds that are now
being invested in new streets, sidewalks, lighting, planting,
and other infrastructure. This has made a huge difference.
But, I would-also-like-to urge you that you consider the-new——-
request under TIGER VII, which will permit Goldsboro to finish
the wonderful work that is well underway.

Sincerely,

David Weil



The Paramount Theatre Foundation
P.0. BOX 2063, GOLDSBORO, NC 27533

April 22, 2014

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx, -

- I write this letter both-as-the President of the Paramount Theatre Foundation,———
and as a lifelong resident of Goldsboro, NC who has wotked for more than —
—— —>50-years-in-the-downtown-business-district—Goldsboro was-established-in—
the early 1800°s being built along the existing Wllmlngton to Weldon--
Railroad.. A vibrant community was established, in no small part duetothe
availability of the railroad to provide for transportation of people and ——— -
merchandise in and out of the area. In the 1950 and 60°s, the City busmess
district began to shift towards the suburbs due to the growthof shopping——

centers, motels, franchise restaurants, and housing,. -

The downtown area has remained marginally viable since the 50°s, but two"
recent events have had a very big economic impact on the downtown area:

The construction of the Paramount Theatre on Center Street, and
The completion of Phase I of Streetscapes,

As a result of these two projects we now have far more foot and vehicle
traffic in the downtown area. There are more than 20 new businesses, more
restaurants, and far more interest in locating additional businesses in the
downtown area.

S



Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
April 22, 2014

Page 2

I understand and support the additional downtown projects that are part of
the TIGER 2014 proposal. The City supports and has committed to fund
their share of the projects to 1) Rehabilitate Union Station, 2) Continue
Streetscapes for two additional blocks of Center Street and 3) Expand and
improve Cornerstone Commons.

All of these new projects will build on the strong base already achieved by

the construction of the new theatre and the completion of the first phase of

Streetscapes—1 hope that the Department of Transportafion can approve the
funding of these important projects. ey

- r———

Sincerely,—

’D*\/\ o—Nb\k

David Weil




STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

BEVERLY EAVES PERDUE 1501 MAiL SERVICE CENTER, RALEIGH, N.C. 27699-1501 EUGENE A. CONTI, JR.
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

March 15, 2012

The Honorable Al King

City of Goldshoro

200 North Center Street

Goldsboro North Carolina 27530

Subject: Goldsboro Union Station and Streetscape —~ NCDOT Letter of Support
Dear Mayor King:

The North Caralina Departmient of Transportation supports the City of Goldsboro in applying for

TlGER—funds—foT—its—'@mﬂ—s’treetscape improvements and Goldsboro Union - Station
rehabilitation “project. The City of Goldshoro and_the Department have-already-made-a———
significant investment in-the project, and TIGER funds will make it possible to Brogress this
important initiative.——— o P =

The Goldsboro-Union Station will uttimately be the core of a new Multi-Modal Transportation
Center in downtown that will serve intercity passenger rail service, commuter rail, local bus
service, and intercity buses. There is considerable support for expanding_rail service to eastern.
North Carolina via Goldsboro, which would serve travelers within North Carolina,_and provide
connections to existing long distance trains serving the northeast and Guif coast. Goldsboro
has also been cansidered an eastern terminus of commuter rail service west to Raleigh and
_beyond. The station will.draw customers from a large geographic area of-central North Carolina
that is currently under served by alternative means of transportation, such as rail and transit
__service. -

The Department has historically placed a high priority on projects, which enhance multiple
modes of transportation, as illustrated by its nationally-acclaimed Train Station Improvement
Program. The Goldsboro Union Station is ideally situated to serve future passenger rail and
bus services. The project will ultimately serve every facet of the Department's mission to
“connect people and places in North Carolina — safely and efficiently, with accountability and
environmental sensitivity”.

Sirjcerely,
— -3 .
ol H.f)‘u—-m

B~

Jaul F. Morris, FASLA
ESeputy Secretary for Transit

PFM/ps

PHONE 919-707-2800 FAX 919-733-0150



/NORTH CAROLINA
DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE, INC,

March 19, 2012

Mr. Scott Stevens, City Manager
City of Goldsboro

P.O. Drawer A

Goldsboro, NC 27533

Dear Scott,

~” On.behalf of the Wayne County.Development Alliance, this_letter serves as_our support for_the

Historic Union Station Rail Corridor Project, which we believe "is~ mtegral to transportation and

-— infrastructure in our local community. As yod know, the benefits of this pro;ect are vast. We support the

" City of Goldsboro’s role in pushing this project forward with the Downtown Goldsboro Development
"~ Corporation and their quest for funding.

The Union Station Multi-Modal Transportation Facility development is an essential component

in Iocal regional and statewide short-term and- Iong-range‘transportatlon systems.~ As the economic
development agency not only for Goldsboro but ‘for all of Wayne County, the Wayne County
Devélopment Alliance supports any effort that will enhance our “ability to retain and recruit quality

- —- business and industry. Therefore, connecting people to jobs and needed services, bolstering the use of
alternative modes of transportation in an environmentally friendly way, leveraging additional funding to
construct the Gateway Transfer Center, completing the Union Station restoration, development of
future passenger rail and support of new development, mixed-use, sustainable, transit-oriented
neighborhoods with pedestrian, bicycle and transit connections are all worthy of pursuit.

Yours truly,

s

Joanna S. Helms, President

309 East Chestnut Street | Goldsboro, NC 27530 | P:919-731-7700 | F:919-580-9147 | waynealliance.org



orthy Ganolina

Preservation North Carolina
The Historic Preservasion. Foundation of Nerth Carolina, Inc..

March 19, 2012

Mr. Scott Stevens, City Manager
City of Goldsboro

P.O. Drawer A

Goldsboro, NC 27533

Dear Mr. Stevens,

On behalf of Preservation North Carolina, please accept this letter of support for the
Historic Union Station Rail Corridor Project, a project which will functionally and
aesthetically connect two integral transportation and infrastructure projects in the Goldsboro
community. The project will provide varied transportation choices in a central area which
will economically benefit the historic downtown revitalization effort, and secure the future
for improved freight and passenger rail service to points regionally and nationwide. We
applaud the City of Goldsboro’s role in pushing these projects forward with the Downtown
Goldsboro Development Corporation and their pursuit of funding,

= " The Union Station Multi-Modal Transportation Facility development is an essential- cogin  — —
local, regional and statewide short-term and long-range transportation systems. The project

has been developing for some time and we support any funding that can move it forward to =

realization. The revitalization would benefit ongoing industrial and business recruitment
for Wayne County; and it would assist-with current local neighborhood revitalization efforts -
in the neighborhoods surrounding its location. Preservation North Carolina is part of thé
partnership involved with the neighborhood revitalization effort, and is responsible for
-marketing the properties to buyers who.will rehabilitate the structures according to.the
Secretary of Interior’s Standards and protecting the properties with covenants which run in

perpetuity. i o _

The streetscape portions of the project are vifal in that these corridors will provide. greater -
safety and aesthetic appeal to downtown Goldsboro, and attract more businesses and
provide more local jobs. Combined and completed simultaneously, the project will ~
significantly bolster the use of alternative modes of transportation in an environmentally
friendly way. It will leverage additional funding to construct the Gateway Transfer Center,
complete the Union Station restoration, and promote future passenger rail development
while supporting development of mixed-use, sustainable, transit-oriented neighborhoods
with pedestrian, bicycle and transit connections.

Asthe City of Goldsboro moves forward in identifying funding for these projects, please
accept this letter as a formal support from Preservation North Carolina. We believe
numerous benefits will be obtained from this project.

Sincerely,

M'/‘ H‘”ﬁ‘ gl—
J. Myrick Howard
President

Headquarters 220 Fayeiteville Street, Suite 200, RO. Box 27644, Raleigh, NC 27611-7644
919-832-3652 © fiex 919-B32-1651 © e-mai: info@presnc.org ¢ www.PreservationNC.org



zarts arts council of wayne county

council of
w n 102 N. John Street, Goldsboro, North Carolina 27530
ayne
county 919.736.3300 - www.ArtsinWayne.org
Mr. Scott Stevens, City Manager
Celebrating the g'g °ég$2f2°r°
Arts since 1963 Goldsboro, NC 27533
OFFICERS Dear Mr. Stevens,
T D h
’af,{esﬁ;'ﬂt on On behalf of the Arts Council of Wayne County, please accept this letter of support for the
Historic Union Station Rail Comidor Project, a project that functionally and aesthetically connects two
Catherine Eagles integral transportation and infrastructure projects in our community. The benefits of this project are
Vice President unimaginable; varied transportation choices in a central area designed to economically benefit a
historic downtown revitalization effort and securing our future for improved freight and passenger rail
Ma;y Ke';‘ate“e" connectivity to points regionally and nationwide. We applaud the City of Goldsboro’s role in pushing
ecretary these projects forward with the Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporations and their pursuit of
Amita Shreenath funding. —._
Treasurer
——The-Ynion-Station Multi-Modal-Transportation Facility development-is-an-essentiat-cog-in
Al Grisette local, regional and statewide short-term and long-range transportation systems. This project has been
Past President ~ " “developing for some time and We support any funding that can move it forward to realization, The
DIRECTORS ~ revitalization-of GUS would benefit ongoing industrial and business recruitment for Wayne-County and

it would assist with current local neighborhood revitalization efforts in the neighborhoods surrounding
Marcellus Best, HI 7 its’location. 1t Would decrease commercial vacancy rates in the downtown area; ificrease property
values and all while offering affordable transportation choices, connecting people to jobs and needed
services. The streetscape portions of the project are vital in that these corridors will provide greater
Gaspar Gonzalez __ safety and aesthetic appeal downtown and attract more businesses and.provide-more local jobs.

Beth Hill . Combined and completed simultaneously, the project will significantly bolster the use of altemative
modes of transportatlon in an environmentally friendly way. Furthermore, it will leverage additional
funding to construct the Gateway Transfer Center, completion of the Union Station restoration, future
Dawn McDonald passenger rail development and support new development, mixed-use, sustainable, fransit-oriented
Alando Mitchell neighborhoods with pedestrian, bicycle and transit connections.

Barbara Bradshaw

John Langston

Al Pedersen The Arts Council believes this is important because of our efforts to create and facilitate an

Robert Rigsby active and aesthetically pleasing arts and culture center in downtown Goldsboro. We strive to enhance
Dianna Roberts the appearance, desirability and vitality of this very important economic center, all in an effort to make
Ralph Smith downtown Goldsboro a place that the community is proud of and to preserve it for future generations.
Deb Tiliman As the City of Goldsboro moves forward in identifying funding for these projects, please
Lucy Warren accept this letter as a formal support from the Arts Council. We believe the benefits are numerous
Elizabeth Woodard and immeasurable.
Sincerely,
Sarah Merritt
Executive Director
The mission of the
Arts Council of .
Wayne County is Sarah Menitt
to ensure the arts Executive Director
are thriving in our sarah@ArtsinWayne.org

community.



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

W. LEE SMITH, lli
COUNTY MANAGER

P.O. BOX 227 PHONE: (919) 731-1435

0227 FAX: (919) 731-1448
SOESSROIR e Lee.Smith @waynegov.com

March 16, 2010

Mr. Joseph Huffman, City Manager

City of Goldsboro

P.O. Drawer A

Goldsboro, NC 275339701 ———

Dear Mr. Huffman: ____~ ~ S

As the Wayne County Manager, I am writing to show my support for the grant
application from the City-of Goldsboro and Downtown Goldsboro Development ___..
Corporation for financial assistance to develop the construction ready engineering and
design plans for one block of the Center Street streetscape improvements as outlined in = —

the comprehensive downtown nraster plan.— - —

The streetscape project is a significant investment for the City of Goldsboro that
would fill a very important infrastructure need in Goldsboro, improve the quality of life -
and promote economic development within Wayne County. I strongly urge consideration
of the funding request-for-this application to be submitted to the North Carolitia Main.

Street Center.,
7 g%

W. Lee Smuth, ITI

Sincerely,

WLS/mrw
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NORTH CAROLINA
DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE INC

March 5, 2010

Mr. Joe Huffman, Manager
City of Goldsboro

P.O. Drawer A

Goldsboro, NC 27533

. DearlJoe, . _. i

- This is-to- express our support for the City of Goldsboro’s and- “Downtown Goldsboro

~Development Corporation’s efforts to continiie the transformation of downtown Goldsboro through a
variety of means-as outfined in their Comprehensive Downtown Masteér Plan. One major component is
the Streetscap&lmprovement Project. It is our understanding Goldsboro now-has the opportunity to
apply for a grant which will provide funds to go towards the |mplementat|on of this Streetscape
Improvement Project for one block of Center Street. It is our strong hope that you will get approval for
—yourgrant application through the NC Department of Commerce and the NC Main Street Center.

As the heartbeat of Goldsboro and thus all of Wayne County, a strong and vibrant downtown is
irreplaceable in our endeavor to maintain successful local economic development efforts. The Wayne
County Development Alliance recognizes this and commends the City for their perseverance and
“commitmient to-downtown. We believe the Streetscape Improvement Project to be an initiative of high
priority and therefore fully encourage your grant application.

We are pleased to be a supporter of and partner to Goldsboro and the Downtown Goldsboro
Development Corporation. Together we can continue to achieve the best for Goldsboro and for Wayne

County.

Yours truly,

s~

Joanna S. Helms, President

Cc: Julie Thompson

309 East Chestnut Street | Goldsboro, NC27530 | P:919-731-7700 | F:919-580-9147 | waynealliance.org



2011-12 Bogrd of Directors
Geoff Hulse, President
Terry Yeh, Vice-President
Danny Davis, Treasurer
Stephanie Ross, Past President
Martha Bryan
Don Chatman

Glenn Barwick~

Joanna Helms

March 16, 2012

Mr. Scott Stevens, City Manager
City of Goldsboro

P. O. Drawer A

Goldsboro, NC 27533

Dr. Mr. Stevens,

On behalf of the Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation (DGDC),
please accept this letter of support for the Historic Union Station Rail Corridor
Project; a project that functionally and aesthetlcally connects two integral
~ transportation and infrastructure projects in our community. The-benefits of this

Sarah-Merrit——project are unimaginable: varied transportation-choices in-acentral-area designed———

Michael Headen

to economically benefit a historic . downtown rev1tal1zat10n effort and securing our

Ven Faulk
" Betsy Rosemann_
Tasha Logan .
Sarah Heekin
Ed Swindell
Gretchen Reed ™
‘Ernest Mansour._
Sean Niclsen
Beverly Carroil

Robert Boyd, fr.

Seaff

Julie Thompson
Meg Gemaat
Martha Summeriin

- future-for improved freight and passenger rail connectivity to points regionally and

' nationwide. We applaud the City of Goldsboro’s role in pushing these pl'OJCCtS
—forward with us and their pursuit of funding, -

i ~TE;Umon Station Multi-Modal Transportation Facility development is an
essential cog in local, regional and statewide short-term and lbng-range
transportation systems. This project has been developing for some time and we
support any funding that can move it forward to realization. The revitalization of
GUS-would benefit ongoing industrial and business recruitment-for Wayne County
and it would assist with current solve local neighborhood revitalization efforts in

~the neighborhoods surrounding its location. It would decrease cotnimercial vacancy
rates in the downtown area, increase property values and all while offering

 affordable transportation choices, connecting people to jobs and needed services.
The streetscape portions of the project are vital in that these corridors will provide
greater safety and aesthetic appeal downtown and attract more businesses and
provide more local jobs. Combined and completed simultaneously, the project will
significantly bolster the use of alternative modes of transportation in an
environmentally friendly way. Furthermore, it will leverage additional funding to
construct the Gateway Transfer Center, completion of the Union Station
restoration, future passenger rail development and support new development,
mixed-use, sustainable, transit-oriented neighborhoods with pedestrian, bicycle
and transit connections.

The DGDC believes this is important because of our efforts to create and
facilitate downtown development, promotions, and preservation activities. We

strive to enhance the appearance, desirability and vitality of this very important
economic center, all in an effort to make downtown Goldsboro a place that the
community is proud of and to preserve it for future generations.

218 E. Walnut Street/PO Box 202 . Goldsboro . NC . 27550/27533 . 919.7354959 . www.dgdc.org



As the City of Goldsboro moves forward in identifying funding for these projects,
please accept this letter as a formal support from the DGDC. We believe the benefits
are numerous and immeasurable.




Mr. Scott Stevens, City Manager
City of Goldsboro

P.O. Drawer A

Goldsboro, NC 27533

Dear Mr. Stevens,

Please accept this letter of support for the Historic Union Station Rait Corridor
Project; a project that functionally and aesthetically connects two integral transportation
and infrastructure projects in our community. The benefits of this project are
unimaginable: varied transportation choices in a central area designed to economically
benefit a historic downtown revitalization effort and securing our future for improved
freight and passenger rail connectivity to points regionally and nationwide. I applaud the
City of Goldsboro’s role in pushing these projects forward with the Downtown
Goldsboro Development Corporations and their pursuit of funding.

The Union Station Multi-Modal Transportation Facility development is an

_ essential cog in local regional and statew1de short—terrn and long-range transportatlon

can move it forward to realization. The rewtallzatlon of Goldsboro ‘Union Station (GUS)

thid—beneﬁt-ongomg industrial-and-busine; - County-and it~
would assist with current local neighborhood revitalization-efforts in the neighborhoods
surroundmg its location, It would decrease commercial vacancy rates in the downtown

area, increase property values and all while offering affordable transportation choices,
connecting people to jobs and needed services. The streetscape portions of the project
are vital in that these corridors will provide greater safety and aesthetic appeal downtown
“and attract more businesses and provide more local jobs. Combined and completed
sunultaneously, the project will significantly bolster the use of alternative modes of

transportation in an environmentally friendly way. Furthermore, it will leverage

-~additional funding to construct the Gateway Transfer Center; completion of the Union

Station restoration, future passenger rail development and support new development,
mixed-use, sustainable, transit-oriented neighborhoods with pedestrian, bicycle and
transit connections.

Bottom Line: It will improve our downtown business, provide transit opportunities for
all in Wayne County and will certainly be an added incentive for folks to purchase and
renovate homes in and around our historic district.




DEPARTMENT OF TI;IE AIR FORCE

) _ 4TH FIGHTER WING (ACC)
SEYMOUR JOHNSON AlR FORCE BASE NC

20 February 2008

Commarider, 4th Fighter Wing
1510 Wright Brothers Ave, Suite 100
Seymour Johnson AFB NC 27531-2468

lonorable Al King
Mayor of Goldsboro
P. O. Drawer A
Goldsboro NC 27533

Dear Mayor King
1 strongly support the proposal to develop and upgrade the Union Traim Depot in =

—downtewn Goldsboro—TFhis-improvement project-could be-a tremendous-advantage to-the 4th
Fighter Wing Airmen and their families stationed at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, North —

Carolina.

In addition to the military members’ personal travel advantages of a fully functioning
train depot, the depot could be a military force multiplier. The movement of personnel and —
cquipment from Seymour Johnson Air Force Base in support of U.S. combat operations could be

-greatly facilitated by.an upgraded depot and its improved capabilities. |

1believe upgrading the Goldsboro Union Depot could certainly benefit the mission of
Seymour Jobnson AFB ag well as fhie men and women of “Team Seymour™.

Sincerely

S KA~

STEVEN L. KWAST, Colonel, USAF
Commander

Glohal Power For Americo
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Mr. Scott Stevens, City Manager
City of Goldsboro

P.O. Drawer A

Goldsboro, NC 27533

Dear Mr. Stevens,

On behalf of First Citizens Bank of Goldsboro, please accept this letter of support
for the Historic Union Station Rail Corridor Project, a project that functionally and
aesthetically connects two integral transportation and infrastructure projects in our
community. The benefits of this project are unimaginable: varied transportation choices

——in-a central area-designed-to-econoemically-benefit-a-historic-downtown revitalization
effort and securing our future for improved freight and passenger rail connectivity to
points regionally and nationwide. We applaud the City of Goldsboro’s role in pushing
these projects forward with the Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation and
their pursuit of funding.- - - -

The Union Station Multi-Modal Transportation Facility development is an
essential cog in local, regional and statewide-short-term and long-range transportation—
systems. This project has been developing for some time and we support any funding that
can move it forward to realization. The revitalization of GUS would benefit ongoing
industrial and business recruitment for Wayne County and it would assist with current
local neighborhood revitalization efforts in the neighborhoods surrounding its location. It
would decrease commercial vacancy. rates in the downtown area, increase property values
and all while offering affordable transportation choices, connecting people to jobs and
needed services. The streetscape portions of the project are vital in that these corridors
will provide greater safety and aesthetic appeal downtown and attract more businesses
and provide more local jobs. Combined and completed simultaneously, the project will
significantly bolster the use of alternative modes of transportation in an environmentally
friendly way. Furthermore, it will leverage additional funding to construct the Gateway
Transfer Center, completion of the Union Station restoration, future passenger rail
development and support new development, mixed-use, sustainable, transit-oriented
neighborhoods with pedestrian, bicycle and transit connections.

First Citizens Bank believes this is important because of our efforts to assist the
Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation in improving the downtown area. We
are working hard with them to make downtown Goldsboro a place that the community is
proud of and to preserve it for future generations.

Goldsboro-Main 200 East Ash Street / PO Box 1758, Goldsboro, NC 27530
Phone: 919.705.2260 Fax: 919.735.8798



As the City of Goldsboro moves forward in identifying funding for these projects,
please accept this letter as a formal support from First Citizens Bank, We believe the
benefits are numerous and immeasurable.

b ok

ordan
Senior Vice President and Market Executive
First Citizens Bank




NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
SENATE

SENATOR DON DAVIS COMMITTEES:
5 District Appropriations Base Budget
Appropriations on Department of Transportation
Commerce
Office: 300 N. Salisbury Street Education/Higher Education
518 Legislative Office Building Health Care
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 State & Local Government
Phone: (919) 715-8363
Fax: (919) 733-3113
Email: don.davis@ncleg.net
Counties: Pitt, Wayne, Lenoir, and Greene
- —— April 10, 2014

Secretary Anthony Foxx — -—— =
—United States Departmentof Transportatiom————————— e
Office of the Secretary . ___
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:

I offer my full support to the City of Goldsboro as they request financial assistance from the Transportation
Investment Generation Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant funds. Goldsboro received funding from the 2013 Tiger V
application call, and they began their Center Street Streetscape Project, which aesthetically and functionally enhanced
the downtown area. Unfortunately the initial funding was short in covering the full efforts of the project, and the City is

now requesting an additional grant of $10 million dollars.

include a unique banquet and meeting room, three additional meeting rooms, office spaces on the second floor of the
building, and a catering kitchen; (2) The continuation of their Center Street Streetscape project on the 300 and 400
blocks of South Center Street and (3) The expansion and improvement of Cornerstone Commons, a town square, to
include a splash playground, market shelters and public restrooms, among other amenities.

Aside from the aesthetic beauty of this continuing project, it is also conducive to the City’s commercial and
professional growth. Goldsboro is a beautiful city blossoming into an area of expansion, and any assistance given
through the United States Department of Transportation will be a worthwhile investment. I strongly support this
application for funding and respectfully ask for a favorable approval of the application.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

y7 77

Donald G. Davis



Nortly Tarolina (ﬁcnz’rzd Asszembly

Senate

SENATOR LOWIS M, PATE, JR. COMMITTEES"
DERUTY ERESIDENTEROTEMRORE APFROPRIATIONS/BASE BURGET
L IS : APPROPRIATIONS ON HEALTH AND HUMAN
OF FICE ADORESS 1026 LEGISLATIVE BULUING Aprll 21, 2014  SERVICES ~ CO-CHAIR

16 W JONES BSTREEY EDUCATION/HIGHER EDUCATION

RALEIGH. NC 27601-2808 HEALTH CARE — CO-CHAIR
TELEPHONE 19191 733-5621 PENSIONS RETIREMENT AND AGING

819) 7543190 Fax STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
EMAIL fouis.pate@ncleg.net
DISTRICT LENOt#®, PITT AND WAYNE COUNTIES

Secretary Anthony Foxx
U1.S. Department of Transportation
T2Z00 New: Jersey Avenue. SE

~ Washingion, DC 20590 ; = -

_Dear Secrétary Foxx: ad

~—Tanrpleased to write in support of the city of Goldsboro™s IranspofTation Investment

Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant applicat tion £ for the 2014 appropriation.
Goldsboro was designated a North Carolina Main Street C ommunity-in 1984 and over the

past 30 years-the community has generated morethar $109millionTm public and private
invesiment in their downtown district. These invesiments were made-by highly

committed-leaders that effectively work together to create positive community economic
development change.

——Your-consideration of this request will be greatly appreciated. — —
Sincerely.
Louis M. Pate, Jr.

LMP/ep



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
4TH FIGHTER WING (ACC)
SEYMOUR JOHNSON AIR FORCE BASE NC

30 May 2013

Colonel Jeannie M. Leavitt
Commander, 4th Fighter Wing

1510 Wright Brothers Ave, Suite 100
Seymour Johnson AFB NC 27531-2468

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of Transporation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
‘Washington DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary

i The City of Goldsboro’s support to the mission of Seymour Johnson Air Force Base provides a
foundation-for-our-capability-to-fly—fight, and-win —The-eity’s-achievements;-particularly-in-the area- of
transportation_improvéments, benefit the men and women who serve their nation i_Goldsboro, North
Carolina and enhance our mission capability. -

‘Transportation improvements benefit the 6,300 Airmen and their families statloned at Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base, North Carolina. In fact, improvements help our total population of 12,500
military. members, _civilian employees, and. their families_with_access_to._ both—local and reglonal
businesses, services such as medical care, and opportunities to travel anywhere in the world via air, train,
or bus. Increased access for our personnel to local business and serv:ces grows the economic
opportunities for our community.

In addition to the personal travel advantages of fully functioning train and bus depots, an
investment~in~ transportation - infrastructure for Goldsboro, North Carolina—could-be ‘a military force
multiplier. Access to affordable transit for personnel and equipment provides capability and flexibility to
meet our worldwide defense requirements. Enhanced transit capability would likely redirect a significant
portion of our official travel budget each year into the local economy and transportation infrastructure,
while simultaneously freeing funds for our highest priority missions.

I appreciate all the support the City of Goldsboro has given the base. The city’s accomplishments
in transportation improvements benefit both the mission of Seymour Johnson Air Force Base and the men
and women who serve their nation in Goldsboro, North Carolina.

Sincerely

EANNIE M. LEA olonel, USAF



GOLDSBORD

ey e R

WAYNE COUNTY

May 31, 2013

Secretary Ray LaHood
usDoT

Office of the Secretary
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, BC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,
On behalf of Goldsboro Wayne County Travel and Tourism, | would like to express our full and

|—— —enthusiastic support of the City of Goldsboro’s Transportation-investment Generating Economic e
| —Recovery{TIGER) grantapplicationfor the-2013appropriation.———— —— ———

_The City of Goldsboro has made great strides to improve the downtown area. In 2006, town leaders M
elected to undertake two proactive, visionary plans invaiving public input; the Downtown Goldsboro
7 Master Plan and the Goldsboro Comprehensive Neighborfiood Revitalization Plan. Nearly 105,000 of
building square feet has been renovated and put back into local production since the programs were
_implemented.

_Additional funding is needed to complete several of the majér transportation projects to complete this
effort, including the rehabilitation of Union Station, construction of the Gateway Transit Authority
""" Transfer Facility for public transportation needs in our commiunity, and the completion of the Center
___Street Streetscape project.

As a partner with the City of Goldsboro, the Goldsboro Tourism Council is also pledging support and
assistance in these projects. Upon of the completion, these programs will play an essential role in
creating the high standard quality of life which attracts visitors and relocation to our community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Rick Sumner, Chair
Goldsboro Tourism Council

Teavel & Tounsn Dwigion | City of Goldshoro | 308 N Willie 5t (275301 | PO Box 1107 | Goldsboro, NC 275331107 | 419-734-7922

www.visitgoldsboronc.com



GGLDSB@®R
BE MORE DO MORE SEYMOUR

North Carolina

May 13, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Secretary Fox:

T'am contacting you on behalf of the Transportation Advisory Committee for the
Goldsboro Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) concerning the Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) funds, and the impact on our
tommunity overall, - =

__The City of Goldsboro, over the seven years, has.worked extensively with the private -
____sector to create reinvestment through major capital investii rojects to. revitalize.our_
-—-County seat. Downtown Goldsboro is an area that is poised with abundant opportunities

———————for additional business-and residential-investments—We-are requesting further support —t

10 help the revitalization through completion of several major transportation and
 infrastructure needs in the area. Goldsboro’s downtown area is comprised of historic
commercial and residential structures occupied by many of Goldsboro’s small
“businesses. The rehabilitation of Union Station, the completion of the Center Street
- Streetscape, implementation of Wayfinding Signage and the development of a street
- extension for community use are critical to spur additional and continued investment.

~The Goldshoro MPO Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) and Transportation
~Advisory Committee (TAC) unanimously support these projects and are committed to
- ———Supporting the Downtown Goldsboro Development Corperation’s Neighborhood Plan
and Master Plan to enhance appearance, desirability and vitality of Downtown
— Goldsboro. These projects will benefit all modes-of transportation and improve the
quality of life for those who live and visit our area.

As we look to the future, investment in our transportation infrastructure helps ensure
successful economic growth, development, and global competiveness. On behalf of the
Transportation Advisory Committee, I appreciate your full consideration of the City of
Goldsboro’s Discretionary Grant application.

ry Committee
Goldsboro Metropolitan Planning Organization

wivwaoldsbaronc.gov



WAYNE MEMORIAL

w Wayae Mool Cnigsialing 'L.\

]. 2700 Wayne Memorial Drive e Goldsboro, North Carolina 27534

May 31, 2013
To Whom It May Concern,
Re: Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Grant Funding

The purpose of this letter is to express support for the City of Goldsboro’s application to secure financial
support for the three transportation projects that will have significant impact on the future financial
benefit to the Goldsboro, North Carolina community.

The City of Goldsboro is applying to complete several major transportation and infrastructure projects in
our community targeted in a downtown area that comprises historic commercial and residential

Y P—

structures occupled by many of Golasboro’s siiall businesses. This area is poised with-abundant——

have-been working cooperatively-for-many-yearsto-reinvest-in the-area through-major-capital—— - =
investment projects. Sl

Clearly, we must reinvest in the center of the business community in order to establish the foundation™
for future growth and development. This reinvestment model has been implemented countless times in
other communities with great economic success for the local business community. The same will be

realized in Goldsboro with the financial assi'_gtance provided by the TIGER grant program.

Thank you for your consideration and favorable decision.

Sincerely,

~ £t ——

Thomas A. Bradshaw

Vice President, Operations

p: 219.736.1110 P.O. Box 8001, Goldsboro, NC 27533 www.waynehedlth.org



April 5, 2014

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:
I am a private real estate developer specializing in the creation of green, walkable
environments for living, working and playing in. | am writing to ask for your support in
approving the City of Goldsboro N.C.’s TIGER VI grant application for constructing street
improvements and venues for public'events. Goldsboro has proven its mettle and credibility in
effective use of its TIGER V grant to enhance its civic realm and stimulate catalytic private
investment. | am confident that Goldsboro wiit-utilize the TIGER VI grant to continue leveraging————
‘government fundingto further regenerate itsdowntown, increase the quality of life forits —

citizens, create jobs, foster cultural activity, reduce sprawl and provide a robust return on =

investment for the federal grant program, the Goldsboro municipal treasury and private
enterprise in a mutually reinforcing collaboration. Goldsboro is large enough to merit

substantial investment by the grant program, but small enough that positive impactscanbe ™
measured and experienced in a relatively short period of time while providing enduring benefits
in the long-term. Most encouraging is its effort to engage all of its stakeholders in this initiative.

~ Building a better place derives first from BuildinE effective consensus and trust among

residents, visitors, merchants, tourlsts and other participants in the community realm. | am
currently working on identifying one or more ‘projects where I can contribute to Goldsboro’s
downtown revitalization. The proposed publicinvestments to be funded by TIGER VI will factor—
substantially in my decision to work in Goldsboro. | appreciate your consideration and please
feel free to contact me should you want to discuss my views further.

Yours truly,

Alvin E. (Buddy) Milliken, Jr.

THE MILLIKEN COMPANY
910-612-6009-4816 White Street, Shallotte, NC 28470
Bmilliken44@gmail.com



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
PAT MCCRORY 1301 MAL SERVICE CENTIR, RALEGH, NCZ7609-1501 ANTHONY J. TATA

LOVERNGR SECRETARY
May 28, 2015

The Honorable Anthony Foxx

Secretary of Transporfation

United Siates Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx: —

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) is pleased to support the City of Goldsboro in
applying for TIGER Vil funds for the proposed rehabilitation of the Goldsboro Union Station, The City of

Goldsboro began working | to seoure, stabilize, and repurpose the building through the encouragement _and
hased the bullding in

significant hub for planned pggsenger rail service to the east, oonneélmg Raleigh to Wl_lmmgton 'I‘ifrtmgh this
partnership, we have worked to secure and provide funds 10 stabilize the structure, conduct various
environmental and. h»stuncassessments, and prepare operational and construction plans for its continued use.
While the city was able to secure a TIGER V grant in 2013 that produced $9.95M in investments, directly
aiding plans that envisioned the Gtilization of the Union Station as the impetus for multi-modal use, the City

has been unsuccess(ul in seculvmg additional funds for the Union Station’s rehabllnmian

The station was built in 19092 and-is deemed a historically significant structure having been inductedinlo the
National Register of Historic Places. However, the building is now in dire need of rehabilitation and any .
|mprovemcms wiil have an enormous impact on the economic development capabilities for the community,
region, and our State. This is an important project, and | hope that the Department will pive the City of.
Goldsbare all due consideration.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this application.

icholas J. Tennyson
“hief Deputy Secretary

NIT/pew
ce: Anthony J. Tata, Secretary of Transportation

Jetf Mann, Deputy Seeretary for Transit
Paul Worley, Rail Division Director

PHONE: 919-707-2800 £AX: 919-733-0150



FEWOANELS

‘ Immﬂs PO. BOX 10337 » GOLDSBORO, N.C. 27532
L/ 910-778-4525 « FAX 919-778-6850

CONSTRUCTION CO. INC.

May 26, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U. S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Reference: Tiger VI, Funding for City of Goldsboro improvements
Dear Secretary Anthony Foxx:

I am writing this letter in support of the City of Goldsboro’s TIGER Vil application. | support the projects
identified in that request and believe they are important for our future success.

As a resident of Wayne County f for over 62 years | have experienced the downtown area of Goldsboro as

a thriving center of commerce, but-have also watched the gradual deterioration of our infrastructure

—  and-some- ofourﬂstonrboﬁdmgroverthe-last -35vyears: | believe that‘nowwa‘pwotal"hmt‘and“that—“-“
gaining assistance through-the TIGER Vii grant is imperative. If we are going to see a downtown recovery
we are gomg to need fmancnal support to restore some of our historic structures and to provide the

renewed interest in downtown, but more is needed in order to complete the mission creating job
opportunities and services for our community. - pineis
Rehabilitation of Union Station is'one of the projects that will be financed with this request. This building
is a landmark for Goldsboro and Wayne County and to see it in the condition it is in today is deplorable.
Our company is in the process of constructing the new Gateway Transfer Station and associated site_ _
improvements adjacent to the Union Station and to see our project complete without the rehabilitation
of Union Station would-be-regrettable, | believe Union Station can provide more service to our———
community and its rehabilitation will preserve a part of our heritage that can be enjoyed by future
generations.

The additional projects involving completion of Center Street Streetscape, the expansion and
improvements to Cornerstone Commons and the funding of the Wayfinding Signage System are equally
important to our success.

In closing | ask that you approve this application and provide an opportunity for our community to move
forward. Thank you for your consideration.

incerely

Jim Danieis




TAILOVING smnoer

TA. LOVING COMPANY Goldsbore, NC 27533
Coustruction Services wwreetaloving.com

May 26, 2015

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: City of Goldsboro TIGER Vil application

Secretary Foxx,

1 am writing you to express my support for the TIGER VIl application from the City of Goldshoro, NC. Asa
. former County Commissioner and Chairman of the Goldsboro Transportation system, | cannot begin to
————————expresshow+mportant-the City of Goldsboro is-to-the-overall success-of-our-county-As the county seat
-..and*hub” of our county, the city plays an important role in our schools, well-being, industry, and quality
. of life for our citizens. Being a county commissioner and steward of the taxpayer's money, | can with
"great confidence write you and say the City of Goldsboro has used the previous TIGER funding wisely
and the intent of the funds have been maximized.

I'amvery pn:c—idd of the progress the City of Goldsboro has made in the devei%jpment of our downtown.
~ There Is a clear vision that has not “drifted off course” for several years. They have a goal to revitalize
-- our downtown and in the process helping those in our community with transportation needs and easier
access to services. The earlier TIGER funding has helped, but we still have more to do.
--——Please support the TIGER VIl application from the City of Goldsharo,

If | can be of any further assistance, please free to contact me at 919-734-8400 or email
kgerrard@taloving.com
5i tly yours,

errard

An Equal Opportunity/ Afimetive Action Emplayar



Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
April 22,2014

Page 2

I understand and support the additional downtown projects that are part of
the TIGER 2014 proposal. The City supports and has committed to fund
their share of the projects to 1) Rehabilitate Union Station, 2) Continue
Streetscapes for two additional blocks of Center Street and 3) Expand and
improve Cornerstone Commons.

'All of thesé new projects will build on the strong base already achieved by

the construction of the new theatre and the completion of the first phase of
“~Streetscapes. I hiope that the Department of Transportation cail approve the
- funding of these important projects. s e

----- —Sincerely;——- e

’Q’ Vio N (—L.k
" David Weil -




& 102 North John Street - Goldsboro, NC 27530 - 919-736-3300 - www.ArtsInWayne.org

OFFICERS
Amita Shreenath
April 15, 2014 Sisjpent
Martha Bryan
Secretary Anthony Foxx Vice President
USDOT
Office of the Secretary g:crz::fmedShaw
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DG 20530 Marcellus Best, 111
Treasurer
— —— — - — DIRECTORS — ———
_*_Onbehalfof the Arts.Council of Wayne County (ACWC), please accept this letter of CelesteBey
—support for the Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation’s TIGER VI Grant Proposal for Renita Allen Dawson- -
rehabilitation of Union Station, completion of Center Street Streetscapes, and renovation and Mary Ellis -
. improvements for Comerstone Commons. These projects will bring immeasurable benefits to ﬁal?il‘;rhsd;;d‘?l} .
downtown Goldsboro and the region. Robert Rigsby
-——~ The leadership of the ACWC strongly believes that the-completion-of these projects is- Matt Stevens -
= “pivotal in promoting private business investment, creating jobs, and attracting new residents Spencer Tate
-~ and visitors to downtown Goldsboro and the surrounding area. These shovel-ready projects Deb Tillman
-—have been developing for some time and the ACWC supports any funding that will enable Lucy Warren
completion. Elizabeth Woodard
— Matthew Young o

Understanding the important role of downtown Goldsboro in the local economy and quality
of life, in 2011 the ACWC took the important step of relocating the organization to downtown
Goldsbora. We are currently working to create and facilitate an active and aesthetically
pleasing arts and cuilture center in downtown, in an effort to make it a place that the
community is proud of and to preserve it for future generations.

Again, the leadership of the ACWC enthusiastically supports the City of Goldsboro's
application for TIGER Grant funding.

Sincergly,

Sarah Merritt
Executive Director

Sarah Merritt
Executive Director

zarts

council of

wayne
county

The mission of the ACWCis {o ensure
{he aris are thriving in our commmunity.



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

MICHAEL F. EASLEY THOMAS A. BETTS, JR. LYNDO TIPPETT
GOVERNOR BOARD OF TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY
P. 0. Box 1220, RoCKY MOUNT, NC 27802

March 27, 2007

Mr. John F. Sullivan lll, PE, Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration

310 New Bern Ave., Suite 410

Raleigh, NC 27601

‘Dear Mr. Sullivan:

. —— —-SUBECT:- TCSP Grant Application: Union Depot---Goldsboro,-NC—

I-am pleased to indicate my support for the Transportation, Community, and System

—————Preservation-Program-grant application-submitted by-the- NEDOTRail-and-Public-Fransportation

-divisions in cooperation with the City of Goldsboro-on-behalf of the historic Goldsboro Union

Depot. The restoration and reuse of this station will serve as a catalyst for passenger and

‘commuter rail service offering unlimited opportiinities for tourism and economic development in

eastern North Carolina. This facility is situated in a strong community that has demonstrated

great support for this project for many, many years and | have personally committed my
—resources to helping them see it to fruition. —

I look forward to working with Mayor Al King and his staff in Goldsboro to develop this muilti-
modal transportation center and appreciate the application of TCSP grant funds towards its
~completion. Thank you for your assistance with this matter—

— Sinceraly,

TW

Board of Transportation Member
TAB/

cc: Mayor Al King, City of Goldsboro
Joe Huffman, City of Goldsboro Manager
Allan Paul, NCDOT Rail Division, Director of Rail Operations & Facilities
Shirley Williams, NCDOT Rail Division, Director of Planning and Environmental
Michael Kozak, Assistant Director of Public Transportation Division
Julie Thompson, DGDC Director

PHONE 252-454-8114 FAX 252-454-4040



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

1501 MAIL SERVICE CENTER, RALEIGH, NC 27699-1501

PAT MCCRORY ANTHONY J. TATA
GOVERNOR SECRETARY
April 16,2014
The Honorable Anthony Foxx

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Subject: Union Station and Streetscape in Goldsboro, North Carolina

Dear Secretary Foxx:

_ The N.C. Department of Transportation supports the City-of Goldsboro.-in-applying for TIGER-funds
for its proposed Center Street Streetscape Project, Cornerstone Commons Park and Transportation
Hub, and Goldsboro Union Station Transportation Facility. The City of Goldsboro and NCDOT
have already made a significant investment in the project, and TIGER funds will make it possible to -

achieve meaningful progress on this important initiative.

The Goldsboro~Union- Station-will ultimately be the core of a-new Multi-Modal Tranisportation "
Center in downtown that will serve intercity passenger rail service, commuter rail, local bus service, ~
and intercity buses. There-is considerable support for expanding rail service to eastern North -
Carolina via Goldsboro, which would serve travelers within North Carolina, and provide connections______
to existing long distance trains serving the northeast and Gulf coast. Goldsboro has also been
considered an eastern terminus-of commuter rail service west to Raleigh and beyond.—The-station—-
will draw customers from a large geographic area of central North Carolina that is currently under
served by slternative means of transportation.

NCDOT has historically placed a high priority on projects which enhance multiple modes of
transportation, as illustrated by its nationally-acclaimed Train Station Improvement Program. The
Goldsboro Union Station is ideally situated to serve future passenger rail and bus services. The
project will ultimately serve every facet of the NCDOT mission to “connect people and places in
North Carolina - safely and efficiently, with accountability and environmental sensitivity.”

ick Tennyson
NCDOT Chief Deputy Secretary

PHONE: 919-707-2800 FAX:919-733-9150



_/WAYNE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

P.O. BOX 8002 - GOLDSBORO, NC 27533-8002 - TEL: 919-735-5151 - FAX: 919-736-9425 - WEB: WAYNECC.EDU

May 30, 2013

Julie Metz, Executive Director

Downtown Goldsboro Development Corporation
PO Box 202

Goldsboro, NC 27533

Dear Ms. Metz:

Wayne Community College" is eéger to support your effo'r'f‘s to improve the city of GoldsbdFo"arid

The mission of Wayne ( Communlty College (WCC) is to meet the educational, training and cultural needs
of the communities it serves. The Wayne Business and Industry Center at WCC is dedicated to_omldmg a =
better workforce in Wayne County and is poised to provide education and trammg through the Small

_Business Center and other training programs. _We understand the economic impact that rebuildingthe ..
historic transportation center at Union Station will have on the citizens of Wayne County and on its -
workforce. Job opportunities through the revitalization projects will increase not only with the projects
themselves but also with the increase in small businesses that will come downtown. These = _ _
transportation projects will have a positive impact on the growth and development in our downtown

area and will be of enormous benefit to-ourcity; our region and our state.

Wayne Community College is committed to this-economic development effort and stands ready and
willing to assist you and the citizens of our city and county.

Sincerely,

et o

Kay H. Albertson, Ed.D.
President

Q%ﬁﬁ-wwgzv

Renita A. Dawson
Small Business Center Director

Where Futures Grow



v @ 919-734-2241

WAYNE C O UNT Y ?62 1r\lg<;r7t3h4\-l\2ﬁ?gm Street,

“CHIGINOST Ul CuiinSioeg. PO Box 1107 Goldsboro, NC 27530

April 17, 2014

Dear Secretary Anthony Foxx,

| am contacting you on behalf of the Wayne County Chamber of Commerce concerning the
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery funds and the impact on our community at-
large.

Over the past six years, the City of Goldsboro has worked with the private sector to create reinvestment
through major capital investment prcuects to revitalize our county seat. With the fundmg in place from
the 2013 TIGER Grant award the cnty is moving forward with the next phase of Center Street

Streetscape, Streetscape pro;ects around the Union Station property and streets connectlng to the

commercial tore of dJOWntown and Center Street, construction of the Gateway Transter Center and site

work improvements to the Union Station site, including landscaping, parking lots and siteé amenities.

We are requesting funding for the rehabilitation of Union Station, completion of Center Street
Streetscape project and expansuon and improvements to Cornerstone Commons. The economic impact
—of these investments is tremendous. Bl .
The Wayne County Chamber of Commerce fully supports DGDC's efforts and its mission of:
... providing leadership dédicated to the improvement of Downtown Goldsboro by créating and
fac:l:tatmg_dawntown development, promotion and preservation activities. The DGOC strives to enhance
the appearance, des:rabmty and vitality of Downtown Goldsboro,”

The impact of these projects is monumental for our community! We need these final “pieces” to
complete the big picture of our downtown community to ensure that current and future businesses

thrive in this area.

Sincerely,

Kate M famels %
e

nt, Wayne County Chamber of Commerce

www, WAYNECOUNTYCHAMBER.com




County of Wayne

State of North Carolina

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
April 15, 2014

The Honorable Secretary Anthony Foxx
United States Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE_

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx:

1ts-support—for—therCny=ef-Geldsbere—m its-grant application-for-the- T{anspeﬂanea—lﬁvesfmem—
Generating Economic_Recovery (TIGER) VI grant funds. TIGER grants are aimed at projects —
that have significant positive effects on the nation, the region and metropolitan areas while
making communitiés livable and sustainable. The City of Goldsboro project does just that.

The City of Goldsboro aims to stimulate the economic redevelopment in the downtown
area by rehiabilitating Uniofl Station, continuation of the completion of the Center Street™
Streetscape project, and expatision and improvements to Cornerstone Commions.

The Wayne County. Board of Commissioners understands the importance and positive.
impact of the TIGER VI grant and supports funding for the named projects to maximize the
utilization of the-Downtown-Goldsboro area and in turn have the greatest-impact-oneconomic -
opportunities and housing. Therefore, the Wayne County Board of Commissioners respectfully
requests that you extend all due favorable consideration to the City of Goldsboro’s application
with all applicable rules and guidelines.

Sincerely,

Mccck, Jr., Chairman

Wayne County Board of Commissioners

GWA/mrw

Post Office Box 227 Goldsboro, N. C. 27533-0227 (919) 731-1435 Fax (919) 731-1446
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NORTH CAROLINA
DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE INC

April 14, 2014

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Woashington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx,

; g On-behalf of the Wayné County Development Alliance, this Ietter_serves as our suppott for the
= '”Clty of Goldsboro, NC and their application for TIGER VI-grant funds" for~specific projects in the
...———downtown area..

As the economic development agency not only for Goldshoro but for all of Wayne County, the
\_Nayne,C'_Eunty Development Alliance supports.any,keffar.t‘théit_will enBance our ability to retain and
recruit quality business and industry. Therefore, securing funds to. complete the Union Station
rehabilitation, continuation of the Center Street Streetscape project, and expansion and improvements

_o the Carnerstone Commons is essential for the City to remain_prosperous and progressive.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.

Yours truly,

Hanna

Joanna S. Helms, President

309 East Chestnut Street | Goldsboro, NC27530 | P:919-731-7700 | F:919-580-9147 | waynealliance.org



WAYNE MEMORIAL thﬂl 2700 Wayne Memorial Drive ¢ Goldsboro, North Carolina 27534

+ Wayne Health Corporali

April 14, 2014 ~

Secretary Anthony Foxx

U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER Vi) Grant Funding

Dear Secretary Foxx:
The purpose of this letter is to express support for the City of Goldsboro's application to secure
financial support for three transportation projects: - B

— . __1; Union_Station Muiti-Modal Transportation Facility Project
2. Center Street Streetscape Project —

" 3. " Comerstone Commons Park & Public Alternative Transportation Hub

These three projects will further Goldsboro's strategic transportation planning and have
significant impacts on the future financial benefit to the Goldsboro, North Carolina community.
Further; the-strategic benefits of the TIGER V grant, previously awarded;-can be leveraged with-
the suiccessful allocation of the requested TIGER Vigrant™ —~ " =~

“The City of Goldsboro is applying to complete three major transportation and infrastructure
_ projects in our community targeted in a downtown area that comprises historic commercial and
residential structures occupied by many of Goldsboro's small businesses. This area is poised
with abundant opportunities for additional business and residential investments. Both private
- . and-public organizations have been working cooperatively for many years to reinvest in the area
through major capital investment projects. Those benefits are starting to be realized as
—evidenced by-twenty-five new businesses locating in the downtown Goldsboro area following
the first phase of the City’s restoration projects.

Clearly, we must continue to reinvest in the center of the business community in order to
establish the foundation for future growth and development. This reinvestment model has been
implemented countless times in other communities with great economic success for the local
business community. The same will be realized in Goldsboro with the financial assistance
provided by the TIGER VI grant program.

Thank you for your consideration and favorable decision.
Sincerely,

<Rl ——

Thomas A. Bradshaw
Vice President, Operations

p: 919.736.1110 P.O. Box 8001, Goldsbero, NC 27533 www.waynehealth.org



FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

April 7, 2014
Office of the Secretary of Transportation
Department of Transportation

Transportation investment Generating Economic Recovery Grant

On behalf of the Goldsboro Family YNiCA; this letter serves as our support for the City of Goldsboro in - —

their grant application for the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant. - ——

" funds through the Office of the Secretary of Transportation, DOT.

--gThe City of Goldsboro is applying to -cémplete the rehabilitation of Historic Union Station, continue and —- -

complete Center Street Streetscape Project work, and expand and improve upon a public park/meeting

area that will also serve as-a.rest area-for-the-Mountains-to-Sea trail, Due to the economic conditions—
of the project site areas, the City of Goldsboro has been strategically working with the private sector to -
create reinvestment through major capital investment projects to revitalize our County seat in the last
seven years. —

Funding from this grant will help the City-of-Goldsboro to accomplish these projects and allow the =
energy the award of TIGER V funds sparked to thrive and further benefit the residents of Wayne County
and Eastern North Carolina.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Py q et Do

Kriquette Davis
Associate Executive Director

GOLDSBORO FAMILY YMCA

P.O. Box 10355 1105 Parkway Drive
Goldsboro, NC 27532

P: ©19-778-8557 F: 919 778-8645



	Minutes 11-06-23
	Item A2 - 11-6-23 - Exhibit A
	Item A3 - 11-6-23 - Exhibit B
	Item A4 - 11-6-23 - Exhibit C

