
Based on a true story. A team of African-
American women provide NASA with im-
portant mathematical data needed to 
launch the program's first successful 
space missions.  The film “Hidden Figures” 
depicting this true story, stars Taraji P. 
Henson as Katherine G. Johnson, a mathe-
matician who calculated flight trajectories 
for Project Mercury and other missions.  
The film also features Octavia Spencer as 
Dorothy Vaughan and Janelle Mona e as 
Mary Jackson, in supporting roles.  

In 1961, mathematician Katherine Goble 
works at the segregated West Area Com-
puters division of Langley Research Cen-
ter in Hampton, Virginia alongside her col-
leagues, aspiring engineer Mary Jackson 
and informal supervisor Dorothy 
Vaughan.   Known as the “computers in 
skirts,” the three women meticulous cal-
culations helped the United States catch 
up in the “space race” and send John 
Glenn, who recently passed away at the 
age of 95, into orbit around Earth.  


